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THE. 


Confo mmilt's Third Plea 


FOR THE 


Nonconformilts. 
Argued from the King's Declara- 


tion concerning Eccleſ1aſtical 


___ Afﬀairs; 
Grounded upon the approved Doctrine, 


AND 
Confirmed by the Authorities of many 
Eminent Fathers and W riters of the 
Church of England. (2,573) 


pe 


By the Author of the two former PLE AS. 


Lord Biſhop of Cork*s Proteſtant Peace-maker, Pag. 128. 


To theſe who atk, What need of more Unicn * 7 return, What need of more Holimeſs; # 
What need of Godlineſs, Charity,Fuftice ? Are theſe Chriſtian Duties 2 and is not Union 
and "eace as much ſo ? 1 am, and pi hrs in the mind, that the Strength of the 
Proteflant Camſe, both here at home, and\ghroughout Chriftendom lies in the Union of 
Proteſtants ;, and the Glery, Purity 4nd Power of Chriſtianity, tn this World ftland: ur 
falls with Proteftantiſm. 3 | 
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A PREFACE to the Chriſtian and Peaceable Re 3 
der, that ſeeks the things that be of Chriſt... : 


Zeal for Peace and Union hath overcome all Diſcouragements ari- 
ſing from many Cauſes, and inſpired me to a Boldneſs prevailing 
avar ſt much Fear, even to publiſh the ſecret Workings of 1y Heart, 
As long as the Church dare ſhew her Face, my Notions are not a- 
fraid of the Light ; they can receive no Luſter from my Name : let ther, go © 
forth in that Light and Power, mbhich the Father of Lizhts, and the God of 
Peace hath given, and ſhall give unto them; and if they may but grve any 
Light 9:5 ada the way of Pence, let me not only ly in Obſcurity, which [ 
leve, becauſe fitteſt for me, but be diſgraced by them, who ſpeak. all manner of 
Evil of me. If 4 have not forſaken, and betrayed the Truth, I have 
not forſaken mor betrayed the Chirch;, and when you come to ſee the 
Weapons which I handle, and the Leaders and Authorities which 'I follow, 
in the following Treatiſe, as well as the Cauſe for which 1 plead, I 
hope you well be: convinced, that as far as I have pleaded for the Nonconfor- 
miſt Brethren, 1 hau;.,zot run from my Colours. There 1s common Truth, 'a 
large aud ſpacious ground to take them in, and to build up one and the ſame 
Fabrick upon it, comfortable to all true Chriſtians, receptive of all the Family 
of God, and impregnable az ainſt all their and off Enemies. It is ſome Reluef 
and Comfort to ſee-manyl F; 


# up their Feet, 1. e. come and view the Deſolations uf 
the Church of Chriſt among us ;; to be affetted with them,and ſome im whom is an 
excellent Spirit,are contriving to\bring the ſeparate Apartments under one Roef, 
and within one Line and Wal. And theſe do ſtand the Rock of Evanye- 
lical Principles, when not - ſupported by the Arm of F {ſh : But no ſooner do 
Arbitrators move for a Reconciliatidn, but others do all they can te thruſt them 
from them, without reſpett ro'their Perſons, or due Reverence'to' Truth and 
Reaſon,\ ' He.rhat imerpoſeth in'this Difference, doth at the Peril "of Oppoſition. 
The R. Rev. Author of the firſt Naked Truth, hath found this' true, though 
his Quality and Perſon wre' more than gueſt at,. yet the Epiſcopal Staff could 
vet bear off the Laſhes of- ſeveral Funtor Writers from * Back, of Naked 
Truth. But Truth; be"4t never ſo naked; can bear Blows and Laſhes, as it 
bath:always bor tht Viotene-of Storms and Times: Truth cannot, long be 
confined within Dotrd; but will" appear in open view, 'whatever is Emert 
ment be; wherher ,Scorns, Contradiftions, hrer, and: Ml , Abuſts, 
avd Sconrpmgs, dr Approbation' and Honour. The Appearance of ſuch a Book. 
ai-that' Naked" Froth, at fureh a ime, was likes Comet, it drew the Eyes of 
allthitconld rovork_wpon it pit was. a Divome' Manifeſtations of 'a Primitivn 

A Chriſt ien-Spiris of Dive.) Avid — rhat prov Endeavour hath encrea 
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bis Comforts, ſo he hath not loſt all his Labour ; for ſince that, we have had 
more Overtures of Pex, than we heard of in the many Years of: Diſcord and 
Troubles, from the Learned in the Church of England. The Nonconformilts 
have born. all the Blame, and Scorn, and Sufferings of our Diviſions 5» and have 
effered as much towards Peace and Accommodation as was poſſible for them ta 
effer. - But partly their Writings, and the doleful State of Relzoion, have arawn 
out ſome Wiſhes and Conceſſions from ſome Men of Emmency in the Church, 
towards Peace and Accommodation, And tho theſe as yet ſeem too lirtle," yer 
there is much to be gathered from them ; firſt, as to thar Propenſity*to Peave. 
2. The Influence which their Conceſſions may have upon auſterer Tempers. 
3» Becauſe they being *ſatisfied in the Point of Conformity, as to their own 
Pradtice, do yet for a greater Good and Peace incline to a Comprimiſe. The 
Learned Dean of St. Pauls hath, with ſubmiſſion to Authority, made ſome. Pro- 
poſals-;, and I oe would yield to more, if the Compoſure were put into bis 
hand. Even Dr. Sherlock,who ss currantly thought to heave writen 
Pag. 103. the Defence of Dr. Stlliugfleet, doch wiſh with all bis Heart, 
that ſome Expreſſions were altered, to prevent ary Scandal to the 
ferupulons,cor to the profane ;, this he writes only for the Office of Rurial of the 
Dead, which he calls an excellent Office, ſuppoſing the due Exerciſeaf* Church- 
Difcapline, ta caft all notorious Suners and Schiſmatichs out of the: Caminunion 
. of the Church, which the Church ſuppoſeth to be done. 1 am of 

Pag, 1o2. his Mind, concerning the Excellency of that Office 31. It is moſt 
comfortable to the Miniſter, and moſt Comfort. to all. true Chri- 

Fians, when we can uſe it upon goad Evidences concerning the. Dead... But as 
the viſiting of the Sick hath-been too often to. me, the moſt wwcomfortable Office 
of xy Adaniſtry ;. ſo, i bath been a great Addition..of Sarrow,. ta commit thoſe 
Rode to the Earth, concerning whom I had no hope of. their reſting #3 Chriſt. 
O what dejeting Stories could I write of too many /. but 1 forhear.. If he be 
fo feuſible of the ill uſe which may be made of that excellent. Office, and do fo 
veartily: wiſh, that ſome Expreſſions: mere altered. to prevent. Seandal to the 
ferupulone. and propbane ; methinks forthe fame FX nip meer wiſh more 
Alterations wight be made, in other things, and Offices. . Maſt frank and Pee 
neroug are thoſe Expreſſions -of- the Right:Reverend and 

'Proteſtan-Peace- Powe Buſbop of Cork'; .* We. are. ready tv ſacrifice all 
Maker, Þ. 294. .. . , ' We,640 therwiſe (1. e. without Schifen\) uterhbe.gablick, 
vb nk cd 3 Reaceand Safety.,” What moſtrof, the Defſenters'-wonld 
* be at. (vo Liturgy, uo Epiſcopacy,.uo. Umnfornty'Y. mayythetcary cannar be 
* without Schiſm,-P.:32, The. only Steps. Of Thich\we -6an 'mutualty: murve to 
* Peace, 1 with ul) mera to \be theſe ©, "16. \T hat we all would ſe- 
Freely ſtudy, Selfedenialy andrbar mich 4 Proubrar Hye regard eo fea 
y a 207 5, 906. BWW2aps of Lopulaxity,. anather.of;.a jattichlarvlundy, 
Y ber of [omewpbat-el{e, . All of mbatſeever;gead. Conſcxence refs _ ſb 
” : My valuable 
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"The Prefice. 5. =; 
& valuable thar common Union; Þ. 43. '— But notwithſtanding, "what I have 
* faid of the. Excellency, both of the Common- Prayers, and of Cathedral 
© Performances,” I do conceive the Alteration of an Expreſſion, or here and 
© there of a whole Prayer or two by Law. or diſpenſing with ſome Ceremonies in 
loco —. 1 do not © conceive ſuch Rel earies as this would break, the 
6. Harmony and Beanty of our Worſhip, or diſturb the Union and Peace uf our 
v Church. There are fome Celltifs, and perae ſome Rubricks too, which with 
© all duty and ſubmiſſion T humbly concerve might be altered for the better. pag. 
118,119. Th honourable Embaſſador of Peace ſpeaks home. and from his heart, 
and ſhall for ever fit high in the eſteem of all the Sons of Peace. Here are Pro- 
Poſa!s (conditional indeed,with the conſent of Authority, as they ſhould be) that 
will certainly be imbraced by Difſenters." But now. zf the Church ſhonld conde- 
ſeend, (if I may call that a Condefcenſion which 3s done for Chriſt? ) as far as 
it can without Schiſm ;, and the Diſſenters as far as they can with a "Pe Con- 
ſcience : What ſhall be done if they cannot come up to a full and perfett cloſure? 
Shall the Difſenter have no benefit by his Conſent to the great things? and the 
greateſt number of things ( in which they agree already ) ſhall he be. net onl 
excluded,but puniſhed, zltho he continue peaceable-in his Diffent ? In ſuch a Kr" 
here is an apparent Neceſſity of mutual Forbearance in Love, and of the Bond 
of Peace, to keep in the Unity of the Spirit, And here I cannot without a great - 
reſpett ro another Conformiſh, of Worth and Quality, ( as I am informed ) re- 
peat the Words, which are like. a healitig Plaiſter to a heart bruiſed between our 
grating Differences. © The way to makg National Religion moſt National, us 
* by comprehending all the Differences that can be reconciled with true Religion 3 
© while they that diſſent in ſome things,yeceive one another with a good, peaceable, 
© boly and publick/Temper of Mind; as the great Argument and Inducement of 
< which, we ſhouldall pray for the Acceptance ofthe holy Service of all that 
© call on the Name of the Lord Jeſu Chriſt ( as the Apoſtle diſtinguiſhes 
© Chriſt tans, but immediately unites them again) both theirs and ours ;, the 
© and 'we,, whatever ſmaller Diſt inftions make the | They }] and the Cel 
© are both one in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt - We ought to pray for the common Bee 
© refit of all ſo united, though not bound up in the ſame common Form with us, 
© for a grations Augience and Reception of their and our Worſhip of God, that 
* /o the Spirit of Love and Union in the main, may convey all our Services into 
© one before” God, where indeed (if they. are as he requires) they mees Are 
© of all their outward Circumſtances, Form and Ceremony : Faith- aud Obed: 
© ence being alone able to mount thither with them. And Services ſo raiſed, can 
c 2 no means be ſpared for ſmall Differences in 4 National Religions Intereſt ; 
c for - the Angels of 'all ſuch, bebold the Face of our Fa- * THERESE 


< ther in Heaven. This that extellent Per fon, who writes The. whole Duty 
© bimſelf a Miniſter of the. Catholick, Church as it is. of Nations, p. 61. 
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I” The Preface. 


' The ſame Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation breaths forth in geaceable Diſconrs 
fes of true Paoteſtant Chriſtian Gentlemen of excellent Learnmg, and hearty 
Concernment for their and our Religion, taking ſeuerai ways... The Learned 
Sir Thomas Overbury hath ole many Queſtions. of. great. Weight, and 
:ſconrſed upon them piouſly ar voy S:r John Mallet hath: drawn ug the 
: Contents that mught be Heads. of uſeful and neceſſary Diſcourſes for Centleneſs 
— tawmards Froteftant Diſſeuters, tho he himſelf and Fam 

Letter to the Atithor ly come duely to Church-Service and Sacraments, and 
4 _ y fr to the wat uſe ſome of: the Common- Prayers in bus Family, The 
== s, Brkt Pr Anther of the Appendix to Mr.Hunt's Argument, hath 

2 diſcovered a good Will to Peace and Accommodation : 

' But moſt fully and of ſet-purpoſe a very learned and true C "_ Gentleman, 
that holds conſtant Communion. with the Church of England, hawb turned aſide, 
—_— the Title of his Book,, like a good Samaritan, te he'p up a bleeding 
Church, and powr a Con:poſition of choice Preparations, to heal her Wounds, 
But alas ! have not, and do not our Sins ſeparate between us and: our God? 
Oh! how are they increaſed, that make that Separation * O.! how hot are 
they againſt'a Separation that is both curable and tolerable in compariſon of 
theirs ! If their Aſſemblies, if their Exerciſes were called ſeditions, and T wen- 

ty Pounds upon the Houſes of their Aſſemblies, and but 5 $. upon every one 
*| rhat communicates in their Sins, it would be more pleaſing to God, and more 
" for the Eftabliſhment and Proſperity of the Kingdom, than their Proſecutions of 
——__" in point of Ceremony : many of theſe conſult, kcep. their Meetings ſe- 
uſly, concur unanimouſly, and 1 Spres in wait to apprehend the Preachers 

of the Word of Salvation. Theſe breath out Threatnings, and what they will 
do ' But if this chanee to fall mto any of their Hands, I will preſent one 
warning more, and a notable Example to them, Willi- 

. Caſp. Peucer, Hiſto- 1 Lantgrave of Haſſe, made Interceſſios with Au- 

ria £arccrum, Lf art it. 2p : 

pag. 773- gnltus che Eleitor of Saxony, for Dr..Peucer,. Priſoner 

| a long time, for his diſſent in. the Ubiquitarian Contro- 

verſy. The Eleftor promiſed his releaſe, if Anne his Ducheſs. would. be 
willing, and deſired him to try her firſt :. ſhe replied according to her Ob- 
Finacy, If ſheiyed; he ſhould not be releated. Which: Anſwer of hers,. the 
Lantgrave, and other wife Men, did thus interpret, That the-:Dutcheſs 

' ſhould ſhortly dy, that: Peucer by her Death might be releaſed ;, and ſo it 

' proved, according to their Interpretation, ſhe died, Taith Dx. Peucer, in that 
very moment, i which 1 dreamed in my Sleep, of a great and noble Funeral, and 

a bell ringing, and as the Bell-rope brake, that Vaſe of the Pſalm came into 
Mind, - Our Soul is eſcaped as a Bird out of the Snare. of the Fowler ; 

the Snare is broken, and we are eſcaped. And among what Prodigaes, 
ſhe died; us known to all. Wes | | 

1 am confident, iFthe.Perficntors of our peaceable aud religious Nonconfor= ; 
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wriſts were ſtudious ro-prepaye for Death, they mould forbear this Work; and as 
it is dreadful for any of them to dy'in their Sins, unrepented of, and to dy in 
this Sin, ſo let them taks heed, that ſpme of the greateſt of them do not fall by 
an apparent Hand of God. IT do profeſs if T bad any Friend engaged in this 
horrid Work, 1 would perſwade him, if p«ſſivle, to foi bear, if be bad anyre- 
gard to bis Soul, to his Life, to. big. Family and. Foſtexity ; if any true Leyalty 
to his Soveraign, if k:ndnefs tn. the Church, and Country ;,. far thu is a fighting 
againſt God, a walk:ng contrary to kim ;, and what can they expett but that 
God ſhould walk comrary to them ? Well, we read, Blelled are they that are 
perſecuted for Righteouſnels ſake, for any part of Righteouſneſs and Reli- 
10n,hut there*s none for them that perſecute. Bleſſed are they who Jay to heart the 
gdoleful State of the Proteſtant Religion, that conſult her Peace, and that ay- 
pecr for her Peace inthis day. of her Fear and Trouble. When others are pro- 
nouncing Wo to. themſelves, and }i/o to others ;- theſe will find Peace in their 
own Souls, nho have fludied the Peace of the Church, by healing her Breaches. 
If any ſhould ſay to the firſt movers of this Work, now un hand, as Olivarius 
the Chancellor of France, when in great Terrors, ſaid 5 : 
to the Cardinal of .Lorrain : Ah, ah, Cardinalis, tu: —_— Mellif. ” MIR. 
- __ Ay F art 3; Pe. 343. Edits 4 
nos omnes in #ternum exitium trahis : 4 will be no. anno 1631, 
allay of Horrors, ner-relief to Conſcience, uf any Divine 
or Confiſſer ſliall fay,, as the Cardinal did to bim ;, You are tempted of the un- 
clean Spirit, perſi$t in the F aith, | To this. fearful Story, I will add the-words 
of that Hiſtorian, Hzc. eſt merces Judicum quibus Aulice.Gratiz fumus, 
ſua Corſcientia potior elt : He might have adaed, & omnium, and of all 
that prefcr Court-Favour, which 3s but Smoak,, to the Light and Peace of their 
own Conſciences.. The Sufferers are much to be pitied;, the divided Body of 
Chriſt 1s more to be pitied, - but they who ſtretch: out their Hands towex the reli- 
£ious and truly pious. Sufferers, are. both to be feared and pittied, becauſe it is 
4 more fearful thing for them.ta: fall'into the Hands of the living God, than for 
them, who religiouſly fear God, to: fall into their Hands. To put an end to the 
Swfferings of | true Proteſtants in 4, Proteſtant Kingdom, and to prevent an ap- 
prehended and feared Deſolation, good Mens Thoughts are at work,, and ſeve- 
ral Prepoſals. for Accommodation are made publick, And 1 wonder at the 
Providence of God, that when too many are extream. buſy with-Hands and 
Tongnes.ta tear #4 into more and new Diſtraitions,  athers, and they Members of 
the Church-Communion, appear as ftrongly yxrp to.recerve the. Ejeited. What 
this Providence may ſpeak, I will not be ſo bold as.to interpret, but it raiſeth 
ap ſome hopes, when we are dejelted under the dejetting Apprehenſions of conſt- 
ing Men. It is manifeft, that moſt that are engaged in 5 ing the Non- 


 conformiits, read larele, confider as little, it is but-vain.to writs for their ſakes ; 
and thoſe that read a little of much that ts ſaid, are ftrongly pre-engaged, or 
are afraid, or covetous to ſave themſelves, or carried by y 
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© and Temptation, and thatwhith is moſt fearful of all,are nnder-a.ftrmg-Deliifcen. 
If we were not under ſome degrees of 4 Deluſion, it were impoſſible - thix len 
ſhould be ſo impolutick,, and irreligions, I am grieved,'and aſhamed to read 
how Gundamor did delude a great, wiſe, and Proteſtant Kingdom ( tn his 
Account of his Embaſſy to th:Conncil in Spain ) un ro great Inſtances.of tus 
h \ ©. Craft, pernitions-to our Church and\State.”.  1.:.A Pax- 
Our of a N.S. that [{;4:ent ſaid Gundamor ! way, therem- lies one 1of the 
lay in the Study ofia 5; | Services 1 bave done. un w rkins ſuch a difli 
Loyal Divine, 'rclated Mg arg Fes 6, 341 WONKRNG Jen @ diſlikg 
to the Exl of Srrae between the King ard the lower Horſe, ty the Exgca- 
ford, prinred by Mr. wvour of that henourable. and admirable Enzgzne, a:;ſwe 


Ts Dug/ate, 1679, -Servaitt to us ——"ias the King will-never endure-a Par- 
ny BY fro wr liament azain. 2. For Religion, vas Bancroft, who 
hales 2m. 1656. , maitained. a dangerous Schifo between Our Seculars 

and the Teſuites — ; this taughrme, as it did Barne- 


wel in the low Countries, to' wor _—_ and inſcnſubly between the Conformiſt 
and the Nonconformiſt —. He bragg*d be had the Head of Sir W. Raleigh at 
command ;, got D7. Everard'ef St. Martin's: fulenced, ard Dr. Whiting, and 
At. Clayton, for. preaching arainſt them ; and that Mr. Ward of Ipſwich 
did not eſcape, for bis Pifture of $8; He adviſed the Jeſuits, who conſulted 
in Fetter-Lane, ( and had a Printing-Preſs at a Goldſmith*'s Houſe”) to ſow 
"Diſſent;on berween: the Prince and People, How | warmly do. ſome accon:pliſh 
the Advice of Contzen'the Feſuit, to bring in Popery? Rule 3. The Doctors 
and leading Prſtors muſt be pit vuit, if it may bt, all at once, if not,” by degrees. 
R. 8. Let the Peop!e be told, the Miniſters artkeady, obſtinate Men ;, that they 
are faulty,and have deſerved to be pitt out. R. 6. To bring in Popery, is to make 
uſe of the Proteſt amt Contentions. R. 7. To forbid the Proteſtants privately or pub- 
lickly to aſſemble together. © 8. To proceed to the Severity of Laws and Puniſh- 
ments —. But now many are ſo impoſed upon, as tho'they did npt- believe what 
they cannot but believe, and as if they believed what they bave\ no.'reafon to 
ſuſpeit. O that many both of our Preachers and Proſeourors would diligently 
read and confider;that excellent Sermon of our verrowned Father Riſhop Jewel, on 
Mat.g. Pray the Lord of the Harveſt that he wonld ſerd Labourers into his 
Harveſt. Take a few G leaning af it : © O hft up your Eyes and confider how the 
© Hearts of your Brethrai ly waſte without Inſtruftion, without Knowledz,with- 
© out the Food of Life, without the Comfort of God*s Word ! ſuch'a Miſery as 
© was never ſeen among Heathers. The "Turks have Preachers ſufficient for their 
© People—, the Fews have their Teachers, '&c." The Chriſtians mhen. they 
© lived under Tyrants —, never lackh:d Miniſters to inſtrutt them, It ts there- 
© fore moſt lamentable, that Chriſtian: living under a Chriſtian' Prince, zn the 
© Peace arid Liberty of the Goſpel, ſhould lack learned Miniſters to teach them : 
< This is the preateft Plague tht God fends upon a People: ccomrary-wife, the 
© ozeateſt Bleſſing any People"can receive. at God's Hands, is.to have Prophets 
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© and Preachers —. But when God, taketh away his Miniſters which ſhould” 
preach Neace aud gp-n to the People the Will of Gad,. aud make known his 
6 Tudrments, it 56.4 Token that God ts highly 4sſpleaſed. with his Pecple, &c, 
1 may be blamed for this Quotation, as. if it were ſcandalous to the Govern- 
ment, a popular deluſion of People tro Diſcontent : Tes, 1 kyow what may be 
ſaid; but let the doleful, dark., famiſhing Conditton of multitudes of Places 
in this Kingdom be viewd;' and it is true, that People periſh for want of Knows 
leds. I bave krown where .one pitifal Curat: ( Fourny-man wmmaced ) that 
could make but a pocr ſhift to ſaw the' Liturgy and Pſalms between him and. the 
Clirk,, hath been all that three great Congregations had had, unleſs a Stranger 
had preached to two of them in one. day. The want of Maintenance is very 
great in all Parts of the Kingdom ;, but the want of Miniſters, of. ſound, cou- 
vincingy, plan, edifying, faithful Muinſtersgis'exceedzng great,, and far greater, 
I canzot, but pi and ſpeak, of what 1 kgow,. by” good report, fuch hath been 
the hunger and want. of Spiritual Bread. tw large, Places, thut poor Souls 
that go conſtantly to Common-Prayer, have crouded into the Prayers, and cha-- 
ritable Preaching,or Exhort atians of a Nonconformiit. . V how painfully have 
1 ſeen poor Souls travel on foot ſeveral Miles to heat, a profitable Sermon from 
ſome Conformiſt ! Noncoafor mity and C onformity48' A. Iyftery to poor 
Souls :, they can wave the Diſtimition, for their * Profit. aud Edification. | Good 
Preaching is as ſcarce as Gold in many poor. Countries, and more precious ; Poor 
Souls ave. never the better for ſome Adinaſters,' and a. great deal the worſe , for 
others, ſome have not, and care not for the $1 udy. of the great Gift of Preach 
ing t0 Converſ1on. aud. Saluation |, fame ,may do better \rhan they ao, but 
will not, tho they may ;, and. many others that can. and. woyld, may not. 
0.-whaths the \State, alba rs, atone Souls 'in the mean time! \ # he. 4 
Londan,. and other great Places, have plenty-of that, as of. ther” Rarities : but 
ifthe Scarcity of Countries were but kyown, ana'laid to heart, - methinks we 
honld-nor-ftand fo ftritily upon Terms, and + am certain, ſhould ſend out all 
we can find into the Harveſt, rather than ſilence, and keep ot one, or what is: 
much worſethan ſend- the Servants of God, his Stewards, to dig and beg, 
td {et the wericſt Catch-Poles upon Earth, the Lions, the abſurd aud unreaſona- 
ble Dew,that have not ſo much Faith as Devils have, to watch for them to 
arreſt them ;, firſt,, teiſurelyto undo them, and afterwards to apprehend them, 
ani caſp thientinto Priſon. To ſtop the Months of able and fanhful Preach- 
ers, and tosmpriſen them for ther, Labogrs, is to let Hell. looſe in a Nation ;; hs 
ard 1o;ftop the way to Heaven againſt many Souls, O- Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem ! 
0 England, England— ! Behold, 1 ſend you Prophets and wiſe Men, and 
Scribes:. ſome. of. them you (hall perſecute from City to City—, 4 Breach 
in a\bunan mw able Conformuy, will be found more tolerable; than a Breach 
apon'a Proteftamt: Church, pin A Kinradam®s, Reace aud Proſperity — . Latts- 
mer. followed Ridley to the Stake; but now if Licimer go firſt, it ſhall ror 
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belong before Ridley follow. To prevem the apprehendea Deſolation, and 
Land-Flood, where the Channel is too ſtrait and narrow ; "let "all that have 
the Royalty of the River open. the Channel wider, that the Ship may have room 
to turn her 1n,arnd the Violence of the Stream abate,by enlarging the Barks ; and 
let there be an Harbour and a Fort built for the ſhatterd Ship * Ard let me be 
excuſed for my good Will, if not thanked for my Invention * I ſee other wiſe 
Contrivances laid by, and ſome amended, let mine be ſo too, I do bumbly-co 
cerve that the" Reverend Mr. Baxter bath grven great Evidences of 4a rare 
Head and Sprrit, inthe fecond Part of the Way of Concord, and' deſerves 
great Thanks, Mr.Corbet bath written ke a wiſe and excell-1t Man ; Reverend 
Mr. Humphrey's Peaceable Delign, »s much obſerved and' reſpetted, and 
his Defetts ſupp'ied, by the mot worthy Gentleman, the Samaritan, and Ex- 
ceptions made ag ainlt him with Amendments, but with great reſpett by the Ex- 
cellent and Good Biſbop of Cork:: In compariſon of theſe Men, I am but as a 
poor Fellow that plies' his Bucket to quench- the Fire, while tt more sk-lful ply 
their invented Engmes ,, or as one that brings Earth in a Basket, or a Barrow, 
while others draw the Lines,and lay the Plat-form, Flere I concerve two things 
muſt come into Conſider ation. 
23, Whar?s to be doxe; 
2. What are the Terms of Admittance, and Comtinumnce in the holy Mni- 
ftry, to be allowed and eſtabliſhed by Law. 
1. In the firſt, there are ewo things comprehended, 1. Subſtance and Wor 
ſhip, 2. Ceremony and Form. dy | 
The Debates are principally for and+ againſt Forms and-Ceremonies, For 
both, # make bold to ſay; * *+ (88 1207 © OY Ot IE 
1. There +s great Reaſon why a ſingular regard ought ro be' bad, and given 
to the King*s Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, for the Wiſdom, || Mode- 
ration, and ComprehenſFveneſs of it 1, and becauſe, if ever ſuch a thing ma 
eome to: be offered, we may hope for the Royal Approbation of what may be offo 
red cut of it, of mich he Jeen®d ſoffond, when he promiſed it. "i bo F 
2. Tt is clear, that Cathedrals muſt not be touched; neither Revenues, nor 
Ceremonies, let them enjoy borh, and allow-unto others a — in another kind, 
while they may enjoy theirs, without mutual and uncharetable Cenſures and Con-" 
kentions. | 
3. 1t is clear, there muſt be a Liturgy, and very many,even to DrSherlock, 
mention ſome Alterations it the ſeveral Parts of it, as deſirable and adviſable, 
without any poſitive Arrogance in a Matter of this Nature. | F do offer my Ob. + 
ſervation, Some tat expett much Profit by Preaching, do think. firſt and ſecond 
Serwice too long, ans tireſome : Others that Care leſs 'for Preaching, are very 
buſy inthe Interlocutory Parts of the Service, 'orow'careleſs, and too often 
prate ( and ſtare about | a4 whiſper”) in the Leſſons, . and ſleep under our Ser- 
ions; both are too lons for them alfo.” And in forme Congregations, there win 
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I believe, 4s many, if. not moye,Service-Books, than. Bibles, which, under Cor- 
reidion;i roo ive bonne for the Bible. All chat. Twill ſuggeſt in his laſt Caſe is 
L.i That the fecond Serwice, or Communioy-Service, may be then only read. when 
there1is a Communion, or when there is no Sermon. Except the reading the Com- 
mandments be frequently enjoined; or. that it may be left at liberty to reade et- 
ther. firſt, or ſecond,or what parts of both may beſt ſuit with particular Occaſions 
and Aſſemblies. 2. That only one of the three Creeds be nſed at one time,n the 
fame Service, 3. The ſo oftenrepetition of the Lords Prayer in the ſame Ser- 
vice"maybe limited. All cannot. moſt do not keep Curats ; the work of Reading 
the ordinary firſt and ſecond Service, beſides incidental Offices, as Baptiſms, 
Churchings, &c. make it very _— to mo#F Mens ſtrength and ſpirits, and 
weariſom to the People + andthe conſtant neceſſary work of Preaching and Ca- 
'rechifing. 1s hardly endured by the young and healthful, but impoſſible ro be per- 
- formed by the infirm and aged. It is true indeed, if a Man's Conſcience will 
bear it, and the People have no more need, a Miniſter may be bath ſhort, and 
ſeldom in the Pulpit ; but then it is with two great Hazzards : Firſt, of loſing 
his Auditory, or of his Auditories great bf to their Souls. If we aid conſe- 
der the Coprouſneſs of our Work, the frequent Repetitions, Ingeminations, and 
Enforcements of « many. great and neceſſary Arguments, the Succeſſion and 
Growth of young Ones, andaall theſe of ſeveral Capacities, if Preaching be at all 
«neceſſary to the Inſtruttion, Converſion, Correttion, Direttion, Conſolation, and 
Salvation ef precious Souls, it, may not be intermitted without far greater 
loſs than a Maſters Abſence from his Scheol, or a careful Father, Mother, or 
Steward, from the Houſhold, This humble Propoſal for onuting the ſecond 
Service, hath a. fair Countenance from the Rubricks. There is ' a Suppoſition, 
- that the Conimuion is celebrated every Lord's day ( but it is not, except in 
ſome few Cathedrals) as appears by ſome Rubricks \, Rubr. the laſt, unmedi- 
ately before the Lord*s Prayer, 1s this ;, © The Table at the Commymion-time, 
© having a fair white Linnen Cloth upon it, ſhall ſtand in the Body of the 
-© Church, or in the Chancel,, where Morning and Evening Prayer are appointed 
© ro be ſaid: and the Prieſt ſtanding at the North-ſide of the T able,ſhall ſay the 
© Lord's-Prayer,” with the ollect following, the People kneeling, Now I 
- query, Whether the Prieft be bound to read that Service, bur ſtanding at the 
- North-ſide of the Table, ſo placed, ſo covered, to anſwer the Title of the Ser- 
«vice, which is,” The Order for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, or Holy 
Communion : And the Ruhrichs that follow ſpeak. altogether un relation to the 
Communion ; the Rubrick after the Commandments is, © Then ſhall follow one 
© of theſe two Colletts for the King, the Prieſt ſtanding as before, and ſaying, 
. * Let pray — © The Rubrick,; after the Nicene Creed, doth fk B 
Communion to be celebrated every Lord®s-day ; or gle we onit to declare Holy- 
© days, Bans, &c. There is a great Inconſiftency in that Clauſe of that Rubrick, 
and then if occaſion be, ſhall notice be given of the Communion : when the former 
| L | a Rubricks 
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The Preface. 

Rubricks ſuppeſe there is one then. The Rubrick before the Prayer for the whole 
rate of ChriſPs Church is, And when there is-a Communion, the Prieſt 
ſhall then place upon the Table ſo much Bread and Wine, as he ſhall - 
think ſufficient : After which done, the Prieſt ſhall ſay, Letus pray for 
the whole State of Chris Church. 7 know there is a Rubrick, after the 
Communion Service, that appoints what ſhall be read, when there is no Com- 
munion : which makes a Communion-Service, without a Communion. 

Thus much in general for the Things to be done. 

The fecond Thing i the Terms of Admiſſion to the Adminiſtration. For thts 
one plain Rule may be ſufficient taken out of the Form of Ordination: That which 
75 a ſufficient Condition, or requiſite for Ordination and Admiſſion to the Office, 
is ſufficient for the Adminiſtration. ' Or that which is ſufficient to make a Man a 
Miniſter , is enough to entitle him to the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry , except he 
apoſtatiz.e, and loſe what he ſeem*d to have. The Perſon to be ordained or ad- 
mitted «firſt to be tried and examined, The Qualifications to be tried are bus 
Calling,and his Qnalifications, or fitneſs for the Office, bythe Holy Gho#t. 

The © ualifications for Learning, are (low enough, and 

Rubr. for a Dea- were high enough, if not too high, for the greateit Num- 
CON. , ber at our firit Reformationlearned in the Latin Tongue, 
and ſufficiently inſtrutted im the holy Scripture. The 

Biſhop doth admoniſh him , that preſents any One to the Office, to preſent ſuch as 
be apt and meet for their Learning and Godly Converſation : and if there be no 
smpediment or notable Crime objetted bythe Congregation, he 1. admitted, upon 
rs taking the Oath of Supremacy, arid anſwering to the Queſtions ;, 1. That he 
doth truft that he ts inwardly moved by the Holy Gho#t to. take hus Office. 
W. Truly called according to the Will of Christ, Il. That he doth unfeigned- 
nm all the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament. IV. That 
he will diligently read the ſame unto the People, where he ſhall be appointed to 
ſerve. V. That he will apply all his Diligence to faſhion his Life according to 
the Dottrine of Chrift, VI. Reverently to obey bus Ordinary. Over and a- 
bove theſe Anſwers, he that is to be ordained Prieft , declares VIlly, that he 
25 perſuaded, that the holy Scriptures contain '5 me all Dottrines required 
of neceſſity for eternal Salvation through Faith in Jeſus Chriit, and hath ſo de- 
4ermined by God's Grace out of the fed Scriptures, to inſtrutt the _—_ Come 
mitted to bis Charge , and to teach nothing as neceſſary to Salvation, but what 
may be concluded and proved by the Scriptures. VIII. That be will give faith- 
ful Diligence always to miniſter the Dottrine, Sacraments, and Diſcipline of 
"Chrift, as the Lord commanded. 1X. That he will baniſh all erroneous and 
ftranre Dottrines ;, uſe publick and private Monitions, to the. Sick, and Whole. 
X. That he will be diligent in reading the Scriptures, andin Studies, laying 
. "afide the Study of the World and Fleſh. XI. Frame bis Life , and the Life of 
hs Family, actording to the Doftrine of Chritt, and be Examples to = 9 
| » 4 048 
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XII.. That he will maintaitt and promote Quietneſs, Peace and Love among all 
Chriſtiau People, eſpecially his charge, * XIII. That he will obey his Ordinary, 
and chief Mimſters, to whom s committed the Charge and Government over 
them. | 

Now I ao Juppeſe that Subſcriptions will be required 
of all Admitted; and the lait Promiſe will be moſt ſceru- << Mr. Humphr, Mct- 


. T7 | , . ter for Union. 
pled, Of this ſome Non-Conformiſts declare their Andete Sams 


Kegaineſs to obey the Biſhops,as Officers under the, King, 


#5 ſupream Governour ;, and# alſo propoſed by others. yg.c1e; of $ubſcrip= 


For the Subſcription, (which i but ſome kind of Securi- tion. 
ty , eſpecially mw doubtful and controverted Things) 
Query, 4f for Peace ſake it may not be ſufficien? , if, after due Examina- 
tion of their Qualifications , and Calling by the Holy Ghoft, that | they declare 
and ſubſcribe their unfeigned Belief of all the Canonical Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſt ament;, that they contain all Dottrine required of neceſſny for eter= 
nal Salvation, and that they will inſtrutt the People, committed to their Charge, 
(or w other , to whom they may occaſionally woueh and teach nothing, 4s re- 
quired of neceſſity to eternal Salvation ,, but that which they may be perſuaded. 
may be concluded and proved by the holy Scripture ;, and that they will diligent-. 
ly and faithfully perform all Parts of their Office, and order their own Conver- 
ſations , and of their Families, (if they have any, or when they ſhall bave ) ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of Christ ? | 
. We ſee upon what Terms Miniſters are ordained ; What more ſhould be requi- 
red of them , as Miniſters , but a Diſcharge of their Mmiſtry , according to 
their Trust, with Knowleds, Diligence and Fidelity ? If a Magiſtrate, or any 
other Officer, be made, he may execute his Office, without any After-Reſtri- 
Eons. 
If Subſcription to the Articles be ſtill required, for Satisfaition of forreign 
Churches concerning our Doitrine and Faith , tt certius inde conſtet omni- 
um Eccleliarum concentus, 4s Calvin wrote- fo the Proteftor : and as a boun- 
to our ſelves, for Peace ſake, as ſome would htve our Articles to be ; the 
Number of them are leſſen'd if ſome Propoſals, and expedients thought upon , 
for the Relief of ſuch, as ſcruple to ſubſcribe, without a fair Expoſition," a* 
greeable to the Articles, and Analogy of Faith, as in the Bill of Comprehenſion, 
The Ceremonies being either aboliheAor left at liberty,according to the Kings 
Declaration, the Subſcription, now required by the Canon, ceaſeth ; and ſuch 
asthis above mentiowd may take place, which is taken out of the  Book.of Orai- 
nation. If it be objeited, That this large Subſcription 5s too lax, Socimans aud 
<Heretichs may creep in, notwithſtanding this.. : Anſw. Sothey will, and ſo they 
may, "iid ſo they have, notwithſtending the proj Subſcription, or - any other, 
un what term almoſt ſotver. But their Orthodoxy may be \tried upon Exaniina= 


ton, aud certified by ſuch as know them perſonally,” and that . Evil may be . © 
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prevented, oy remedied when it is divulged : Why: ſhall others be tv beyond 
what they can clearly conſent unto,” for the ſake 'of them- that will ſubſcribe'to. 
any thins ?£ : | 
Sy binding them to other, and much ſcrupled Subſcriptions, according to the 
Canons and new Declarations (except that azainft Tranſubſtantiation, which ts 
a point of Faith, and not to be omutred ) we fee many” are" un-made in eff cit, 
who had been made Miniſters before. T his that is ſaid, is nat to'the Prejudice, 
of their orderly legal Entrance mto Cures, by Officers appointed, nor all that 
may be ſaid. 

This, and whatever elſe, I have thought of, is from a holy Deſire of recon- 
ciling Differences, of unrverfal Vnion, xf poſſible ( but that being morally tn- 
Poſſible) then of a brotherly peaceable Forbearance, which is a great Duty 
of the Goſpel and for a Ceſſation of the great Troubles of our Brethren, 
which is of pernitions Operation, ana will reach further than themſelves. © And 
if it might be conſidered, that Union and Forbearance are of greater Moment, 
and more clearly revealed and enjoyned than the things that iſunite 1us.ir might 
abate our Rigors, and heal our Diviſions. It is true, Obedience to Magi- 
ftrates is a clear and neceſſary Duty; but it is reſtrained to things antecedently 
lawful, and pratticable : But when the Lawfulneſs of the things are debated, 
the refuſal of Obedience, centains no Guile of Rebellion; the Magiſtrates 
Power, to require Obedience im lawful things is not gain-ſaid,but the things re- 
quired are rationally doubted of. And when things are urged principally upon 
the reaſon of Authority, it is clear there is little or nothing in the things them- 
ſelves to commend them to our Obſervation. And the Magiſtrate ſaves his 
Authority, and is as much obeyd as need be, by making a new Law, that 
rakes off the Obligation of the old, or leaves things indifferent, in their Indif- 
ferency, as much as by an Obedience to the old, | 

But azainſt all that is or canbe ſaid, it is objeftted, That the Nonconfor- 
miſts have brought all this \Myſohief* upon themſelnes, and danger to'tht 
Church, and Proteſtant Intereſt ;"for time was ( meaning the Savoy Confe- 
renee, 1661. ) when the Biſhops might have been per ſwaded to yield to many 


. Mittigations ; but ſome of them, now Diſſenters, anſwered to the Queſtion, 


_— would you have ? All or none; © And. ſo"they have one part of their 
Chozce," ed r:,1.Þs | | "* 
But as this tends to' aggravate their Sufferings ;, ſo good Nature and 
Grace encline us to relieve them, whoſe Wilfulneſs hath brought them to a nee 
ceſſity of relief, or ſuffering. But what if neither ſome, nor all of them, were 
guilty" of 'the Stifneſs and Ruſhneſs imputed to them ? then God calls aloud upon 
thoſe Inſtruments that are yet alive, by the matey Saf erings \ of »g00d Ro 
and People, and by apparent Dangers of the Proteſtant Religion, both-to 
ble themſelves before God, and to* make Supplication to him, and Interceſſion fo 
them, with the Supream Power : For if great detriment come to the G Yo, 
y Al 
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in my Opinion, . 1 find an ingennous Gentleman 2. the. 
Fault of our Diſcompoſuras;upon ſome old. peeviſh 1 Di- | Appt adix to 
vines, 4 be calls them. 1have been long poſeſſed » With”, \*Mr. _ Arg 
an Opinion alſo, by the W, ords of the Presbyrerian Com? "Mer: | 


miſſioners , inthe Concluſion of their. Account of -thaſe | N 
Proceedings ,, mn their laFt Reply... * For all the re#t we thank, you = wy And we 
© mnt faym the Cancluſion , that, if theſe be all the Abatements and' Amend- 
* ments you will admit; you ſell your Innogency.. and the Churches Peate for n= 
* thing. © If the Prede, Fattion, or Raſtnieſs of. A oh 'or yn] K the” Ebin- 
miſſioners ,, who deſired a Re formation had precipitate ADS nth "D:ſputation,; 
and C ontention, or a Refuſal of reaſonable Mitigations ; why ſhould others ſuf- 
fer for the JIndiferetion of. one ?. and why hag not. the other Side, who were po- 
tent in Friends. and higheft in Favour Nw athtr aduaiced, or near an' Ad- 
vancement-ints the hughest Watch-1 ower,,. leſcended to Some Things, that 
might be grateful to all mogerate Men, and no.qust Offence to many dth s, and 
taken the Way for a laſting Peace, ans 2 Compreken rue 4 Settlement,” thitt tru 
Labourtrs might have been their F Fellow! Jabottrers.; 'T ſhall not. in haſte for 
the ſorramfut' Complaint of a,very & apd | learned Conforming Divine, x x 
tould fay us much'to all-Boints, of Con oral. 7, ui rt, if net” anyof them all, 
The Way of:Peace we haye not Kg WIL {hear MY. _ uy mply with his 
Years, and grow heavy po ny; "we 1 great Age. on {x Aeration 
the Blame of our Breaches\may fall,. (a oy appear, oh a ve thful Hiſtory of 
that Conference may ſee the Light, thich n toe ee in convenient | Time.) A 
grear Duty: ties upon all true P eſtaztes, De w 'Connſe wſels s, and all kind of 
\Endenvours , to heal our Breaches,\ to. therry 0, "the ſound" and able 


Preachers of the Word of Life , and t that ls her ny that fear God , 
nd worſhip him. in Truth , may become a Prey to Them that Commonly "profane 
Gods great Name , ſeldom worſhip him in Publick.,. and never 'took. Joſhua's 
Reſolutionfar bimſelf and his Houſe, : that can be ſeey by thiir Prattice * and 
this every Man will do, whoſe Heart is ruled by the Peace of God. |» 

I cannot. end, but muſt rake the Freedom to ſpeak a few Words more, eſpecially | 
fo 4 £ onformable Brethren in the Miniſtry, and Fuſtices of the Peace. 


T have. 


_— The Preface. ” 

7 Bane Labpured (revtttnd Brethren ) to raiſe 4 Building . (ifty0 wit Gai) 
ſafe to lookimts' it ) capdrivue rv bvtd all-w mo8# of our d;fenting Brethren; wh 
now ly out of Doars, and ſtrong ttendire all the Batteries of our Adverſaries , 
pon the Dottrines of our famous Biſhops and Dottors , a4 upon a Foundation, 
I am certain I have miſquoted none of them ,, nor forced them from their Native 
Sence ard Coherence : If T have failed in my arguings, and kept not te the Line 
of Reaſon, that mus? be diſcovered frarper Lights than mine 45 and by thus 
doing ,, a Conformilt w plead for the Non-Conformiſts, and not forſahs 
the Church. I have alſo thought that if the ſame Methods and Medinms were + 
uſed for healing our Diviſions , which were propoſed to reconcile, or at leaft ty 
cool rhe far greater Controverſies between the Lutherans and -Calvinilts, by 
our famous and reyerend Biſhops, Morton, Hall, Davenant, &c we had ſee, 
the Kingdom of Chriſt gone up apace, 4 the Temple did, - without: the Noice 
of Axes and Hammers, | | 

I am perſuaded the Drviſions of the Church ly near the Hearts of ſome of 
your. ard it cannot but be grievous to ſee into what Hands our Brethren are 
fallen,as given tothe Spoil,and I know the Chriftian Saying , as I received it from 
credible Teſtimony, that my Lord of ..*3nd C: anſwered: a" buſy Extinguiſher 
of Light, who told him Dr.G. was preaching. He is about his Maſter*s Work, 

t him alone:©& again, Preaching and praying are good Works: Where there 
i an Antipathy againit Popery, there is Moderation to Proteſtant Diſſenters, 

' T humbly beſeech you, Chriſtzan, Gentlemen ('Tuſtices of the Peace\) bear with 
me a Word or two. Da you thinkif peaceable Nen-Conformity be not fit tobe 
indulged, nor ſbared, will Nou-Conformity and Hertfy;\ meering im the ſame 
Perſen, be indured, if it be poſſthle to root it up? All the Diſþutations ag ainſ 
Non-Conformity now, maybe ſtrong Arggments againſt the Toleration of Here- 
Jy, (4s our Religion 3s called by the, Papiſts ) wid they whoſtretch their Power a- 
gainſt Proteſt ants for Non-Conformty,, ; "IMy che Roman Cruelties, and 

ove their Proceedings to be more rational” 18 yort, *rhat ſtrive with the Flat 
or Back of the Sword, may be ſmitten with the 'Edze, if you can endure ; and 

on mutt take it patiently , or be felf-condemned.” 
ider who they ave that run and "ride up and 
ft 


I beſeech you , Gentlemen, _ 
aown upor this Work,, that would takg Miniſters and Hearers , but | ſuch whoſe 
Sacraments are Healths, filled with Wine void of the Spirit, whoſe" Devori- 
ons are Wounds and Dam-mees : Will theſe 'ever reform a Giwrch, that make 
the World the wor ſe? Miſt not that Execation of Law ve thought unbappy, which 
5s effetually the. putting one .of Contzenthe Feſrire?s Rules into. Execution , 
(45 above ſaid) for in 24-4 of Relizion , and bringing in Popery , viz. to Pro- 
ceed tothe Severity of Laws and Puniffiments agamnft Proveſtants * '. 
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Am farced to break. off abruptly in the Cloſe of pheſe Sheets about Union, 
] and -mu#t leave what is behind to another Part. In the mean Tame, that the 
Union I preſs for, may be more eaſily effefted, I humbly heſeech my Brethren 
1n the Miniſtry, and all others, to revive the almo$t loft Virtue of Moderation. 
Conſider what the excellent Dean of Canterbury ſays inhis Preface to-Bilhop 
Wilkin?s 15 Sermons, lately publiſhed; where, mn. Vindication of that rarely 
accompliſbed Biſhop, (mhoſe great Name, and excellent Spirit zt ſeems could not 
eſcape a ſmutting from ſome of our Fire-brands ). He thus defends both the 
Vertue of Moderation, and that great Example of it, to wit : And I pur- 
poſely ( ſays the Dean) mention his Moderation, and, likewiſe adventure to 
commend him for it notwithſtanding that this Vertue , fo much eltge- 
med and magnified by wiſe Men in all Ages, hath of late been declamed 
againſt with ſo much Zeal and FierceneſSand. yet with that good Grace 
and: Confidence, as if it were not only. no Vertue,. but even the Sum and 
Abridgment of all Vices : I fay, .notwithſtandiyg all this, I: am ſtill of 
the old Opinion, that Moderation isa Yertue, and ohe of the peculiar 
Ornaments and Advantages of the excellent Conſtitution of our Church, 
and muſt at laſt be the Temper of her Members , eſpecially the Clergy , 
if ever we ſcriouſly intend the firm Eftabliſhment of this-Chwrcb , and do 
not induſtriouſly deſign, by cheriſhing Heats and Diviſions among our 
ielves,to let in Popery at theſe Breaches. _ But more. eſpecially conſtaer qur 
bleſſed Savionr teacheth us Moderation by his Laws concerning theſe Matters 
in Difference, by his Apoſtles, by his eaſy Toke, his Bleſſings and his Fudgments ; 
and by a viſible Providence over our chief City London, which ſhould be an 
Example to Norwich, Briſtol, Coventry, and a Warning to them, There 
was nothing to be done in the Tear of the dreadful Plague : The Magiſtrate found 
other Work the next Year after the dreadſul Fire : two Tears after,the Govern- 
ment fell into the Hands of Sr. W, Turner , whoſe unſuſpetted Aﬀettion to the 
Church, made his Wiſdom and Moderation the more remarkable, and the Bleſſing 
of Peace and Contentment of Mind attended. And how much happier was his 
Tear, and of the Succeſſors of Sir S. Sterling, than that troubleſome Year to 
the Nonconformiſts , and certainly as little comfortable as it was honourable to ' 
himſelf. Sir Richard Ford was feared, but his eminent Prudence -procured 
him Honour and Eſtimation, And what Conſpiracies or Seditions were moved as 
much as to make him thoughtful about them ? What Cauſe of Suſpicion or Fear 
did the Diſſenters give his honourable Succeſſors , till the breaking out of the 
dreadful Plot ? . and did -not-the Lord _—_— ſince that,rei+ confident in the. Loy- 
alty and Fidelity of the Difſenters ? and did not two of them concur in the Vote, 
againit the Proſecution of them? And ſince the Presbyterian Sham-plots _ 
: —_; 
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s _— to, bluſh —__—__ nce.,. what Snſ- 
LY any Ooloke for them ? \delr "has Sir -4 


FREE 


bo praper, ny * . notion, That Men cannot. be Conſcientions, but they miſt 
- mend to For Mr. $1. YR NE, m7 . my Y. 
Darrin againſt Perſe « be Haber and take Pleaſure, or Pride, or ſomerhing 
cution : to which I (ct; +, © | . | wad 

my * qi ' * of Rebellion. What tender Heart will be ab!e to bear 

\. © * * the Stings of Conſcience , for touching ſuch as fear 

God , with but the Pyint'sf the Sword , for profeſſing that ſame ſubſtantial Pic- 

ty, Y, which they hope ro br feroed themſelves.” uteſce, dureice,  Peare vp- 
© op foraterltnddbbtinbpimedicg ns | 
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| The Conformift's fourth Plea for the Non. Conformiſts , containing (chiefly) Relations of 
| the — of many Non-Conformiſts in ſeveral Parts of Emgiqrd; will-be ſhort- 
ly publiſhed. * . | 2.5) ? | 


The Caſe and Cure of P?rſons excommunicated according 'to the preſent Law of England. 
With ſome friendly Advice to, perſons purſued in interiorEccleſiaſticalCourtsgby mali- 
cious promoters;both' in ordcr ro their avoidingExtomnwnication,or delivering'them. 
ſelves 20 prifons, * if impriſoned, becauſe they bave {tood'excommunicated fourty 
Days. | T_ E I Vx A 


- Mr, Fek 54s Sermon , intituled, Relsgrom. makes the beſt Loyalty, which was prepared for 

Ge Aſſembly of Ros Lofds, Cen 264 Citizens, th:t was to meet 
at St, Michael's Cern-bilt on av April laſt , to give God thanks for the Preſerration 

* > "of his Majeſtic's Perſon , the Proteſtant Religion, and Proteitant Subjects trom the Po- 
piſh Plot,and many Sham-plots,&c.is now. publiſhed. | 
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' Sold by Fenathan Robinſon at <e Golden Lyon in St. Paw!'s Church-yard. 
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NON: -CONFORMISTS. 


Vin 1 1h? 
E may- think a ; Suſpenſion 'of Severity Ind a: power. 
ful Interpoſition between the Threatnin and the Ex- 


ecution, would be proper and ſfeaſonable, of great 
; Service and Advantage z but the infinitely wiſe God; 


-\ «+. 


Saviour, and King of his Church, whoſe, Thoughts are deep and'un- 


ſearchable, may k it-ſufficient;; that they that} love bim: have his 
Promiſe, that all things ſhall. work-:together for-good: to them.; Tet 
them that are inſtrutted- to know his Will, do it; and: that know his 


'Promiſes, believe him; and that have renounced the World, freely part 


-with their ſmall fhare-«n it. But-to me the ſtate of s appears dark, 
confuſed, and diſconſolate ; and, heipg eng: engaged further than 'thonght-ar 
me befare, prevaiPd with me 
to go on, not from a private or fattious Diſcontent, bur bur to prevent, 
as-much as4 can, the horrid Sins of ſome, and the.greivous Sufferings of 
others,and todiſcharge mine own Duty, which wiltbring: the greateſt 
Peace, to: my:;now grieved, broken, and afflicted Spirit.;; ,; 
But to come ito ſome ſpecial matter give. me fevour to run over 


_*theſe anne 


'L, To repreſent t the State of our Times: 
-II. The Sufferings of the ſer Doo, 
[ES 5 4 

IV. By whom they! ſuffer. 
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2 The Confouniffs Third Plea 
I. We area moſt ſinful, and finfully divided Generation, ſo broken, 
that none but God can ikeep us from falling to pieces, like a Pot-ſheard 
abs likg, a hroken.carthen;Veſlel,; in which there is no pleaſure. 
; Reaſon eanforpropoſe, fior conſult Expedients to make. us whole 
and happy. becauſe Intereſts, worldly Policy, and a contemptible Art, 
or wp Cunning to get, or.fave, thg- things that periſh in their uſe, 
and by their Abuſe undo and rvine the Owners, doth ſtir up Sedition in 
our Paſſions againſt our Reaſons. The Goſpel hath been ſb generally. 
; et Fright it. hath nor begotten 18 us-a Faith and Lovethat unites to- 
wilt,” and:to one another : We haye not Faith-enough xo purify our 
eafts, toovercome the World; to att as for a Crown of Glory, and 


| a Kingdom that cannot be moved. If we believed a World to come,. 
how little ſhould we ſtrive:Tor-this !- If. we had Love enough to cover a 
multitude of Sins,. to forgive one another, to love as Brethren, and our 
Neighbour as ur ſelvgs, we ſhould not, be ſo jealous: and Auſpicious, 
norTontentious,; nar {elfh, as we are.” One. great thing is wa ing,. 
which is the Wiſdom from above, deſcribed by St. Fames, Chap. 3. 17.. 


Which is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, yy to be entreated, fullof Mer 

and good f ts,,. toirhiout P atidlity, without , [ypotrify. " þ. 

- There: is a great 'Reproach calt upon the Church, anY t ſt 
0 or 


of al} caſt upon the Pilſenters; as; Dividers); . but it is an \ 

malicious-Reproach,-for there is nothing! whole- but the Churcff and: 
Body of Chriſt:: They-arec uniredto Chrilt, the Prince of Peace;byione 
Spirit;.Faith and Love, and' ty! 0ne/'another/ bythe ſane Bonds'and 
Principle ;- Schifm:and Fattionzare from the'Fleſh and' Deyil.”'No 
ſooner-do Joſepband his Brethren know one another to'be Brethren; but. 
they fall upon one anothers. Necks; and; kiſs; and” weep, 'and.repent of 
all their Unkindneſſes, and: exptefs: the deareſt Love;"' Parland Barna-- 
ba; difſent and part;but both'agree to-promore' the 'Kinpdonr of-Chriſt. 
They that are not,-and will notbe recondled'to: God, are the! great 
Dividers and'Breakers of the- Peace; theyfaremade'up of Lults'of the 
Fleſh,.' which divide-and draw! feveral' ways 'for ther 'SatisfaCtion : 
Whence come Wars'and Fightings?. come they not hence, even of your 
Luſts, which war. tn/your Menbber $ ?, Phere is/Diſlention in the. Mind, 
and inthe Paſhons,between the Lawin the Mind and Heart;and'the Luſts 
of the Mind and Fleſh,till the Conſcience comes to be paſt feeling;and the 
Sinner falls under a reprobate Mind, and then what Confuſion follows ? 
when they call Good Evil;-ard. Evil Good ?)'-put Darkneſs for. Light, 
and Light for Darkneſs? what open Defianoeisbid ro'God and Chrilt ! 
what diſſenting from, and” Nonconformity to the ſacred Biptiſmal 
Covenant ? the holy Rules of a GoſpeE-Converſation'? /There'is a Law 
| of Faith, of Love, of Repentance, and the Penalty is heavy upon _ 


. fox the Non-Confo@milts.?— 3 
that do not obey it; there is'a Law' of Righteouſneſs,;of following 
Peace and' Holineſs, withorit which no-Man can-fee theLord-:: Who 
tranſgreſs theſe Laws, and>multitudes-more'? /Yea, who is theMan that 
is guitty.of alt ? ' And,”wharSin; ſo great now a days; add inalf tines; tis 
Nonconformity'? Who rob by the High-ways, who kill and-ſteal;'who 
curſe and damn ? who have Wo ? who have Sorrow? who.have Con- 
tentions?? who have Bablings ? . who have Wounds without-ſcauſe? 
Who have Redneſs of Eyes? -Nencinformiſts. Who tiiike the greateſt 
Trouble ro” Juſtices and: Magiſtrates ? Nonconformiſts.- Who fl Prifons 
and” breake 'them ?* Who take leave of the World at'Tyburn;'and 
other Places ?. Nonconformifts. Who draw' Swords, ſend Challetiges, 
fight Duels, and -murder one another firſt with Wine and 'Dririk,” and 
then kill: their dear Companions ?' Nonconformſts and -Difſenrers, "But 
how, there+is a: Diſtin&ion to /bemade,' ſore !Dſenter} art tolerable, 
and:ſome {intolerable ; the-drunkett iNonconforrnfÞ is tolerable, ' he' hath 
not. only' taken the Oaths, but ſwears: the- other is a ſober Nonconfor- 
miſt, and taking the Oaths:of Allegiance' and 'Suprefiacy,will not "NE 
him, and he is intolerable. | 'The Nonconformiſts that aſſerable'to worſhip - © 
God areintolerablez and thouſandsthat worthiphim natat all;) are-toi 


commonly1et alone. Burarenor Malefators puniſhed'?. yes; they are;but 
their Crimes are againſt Civil Peace," or Rightevuſheſs, card- nor imme? 
diately for: Irreligion. -But the- Nonconfornigt Diſſemers from arbitra? 
and variable lmpoſitions, are puniſhed heavily-and ſmartly, for religh- 
ousallembling, and no'other Cauſe; as 1s proved2{h the ſecond Plea, and 
ett care 
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&clearedſhereffter, : 1! Gf SLE 5 g . 
-->And:wpon'this, rhe ' Kingdom” 19: extteanily divide and tro 
There is a/mighty Party- in' the! Land, that: build 'apon'/ another, 'and 4 
new Foundation,though by them called-old. But Proteſtants'agree in the - 
ſame Foandations of- Religion, obey the ſame Civil Government in the 
ſame” Perſon, and fame Fundamental; and Civil Laws';” and-yet ſor 
are ſeparated'for Sacrifice p the Lot is'caſt 'npon them};"and greatRe- 
wards allowed to/ any that will'do the Work/! Onr Parliaments from 
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11673, td. the laſt, would have' prevented this | M 

Ruine'z but for their ſakes and their- own,” they Parliament ir here tas 
are now-like to-ſuffer. Ourlalt Parliaments wete © ker Synecdochieally. oy 
choſen with leſs Expenee, Debauthery;/Tuymult; 77 1h 90 
or'FaCtion,/ than arly we have known in'our Uays :-Some had not b&ri 
long in'the Houſe, but'they were driven out. of their former Prejudices 
and Prepoſſeſſions,'by the clear and-conviticing Reaſons and Debates of 
the:Houſe.-\ They Were genrmntl: Mei of 'the nobleſt 'Eftites in their 
ſeverdl Connties, but ufting as ifthey' had yothing A goed domeſtick, 
andapplying themſelvesta 4 trofthe Kings Sacred Perſon; 
_ 2 and 


© OR 


4 The-Confozniſf's-Thirt Plea 
and-of the Reformed Proteſtant Religion, towhich'they are obliged by 
(= ore everls/iing/Etiect. Since their:Dillolntionsjthey.cannot 
but: be !ſenftblehow thai Proceedihgziarer confured: andexpaſed;; and 
many, either} bk#hergþ or; of: ſuch-as-approved:of them, areput:out:of 
Commiſſion, anfi many. that are! moit difaffeted/to: them are cither 
' continued, ar:fill upabe- Vacancics ; and/thefe-procecd upon contrary 
Reaſons; audi Motives, .andyrungmto contrary Methods : Vhar: they 
would :havecampeſrd/ audibealpdztheſe doy( takingiths opportunity of 
a long 1Viacenoguot Parlament)/diſcompoſe,with a greater:Severity than 
at any time before; Andthe Sutferings of the Nonconformiſts do clear the 
Members'of Partiameat; from-being Nonconformiſts, or Fanaticks ; for if 
they wergithey, ſhgald; meet; with the like Treatment and Uſage, and 
ſoxahe Suffetings of the NNonrenformiſts ſerveas a Vingication of the Par- 
liament:from thecenfure ebbcing-tuchithemfelves. iAll:thofe: noble and 
worthy! Patriots/are-naw.tlieuniatizhed Spectators of an exceſſive Trou- 
ble.and Charge;; i not ;ixrecoyerable- Ruine of thouſands of  peaceable 
- Subjects, by which the;King:wil- never beeenriched,,nor the Church nni- 

ted, ... Theanferior Rank;are. atiected according to their differing mea- 
fares. of Reaſon, and 5: 4 Religian\,:and the publick Good:. . The 
more Underſtanding and; dikgerningy erquireanto:'theCaufe of this Maſ- 
chief; j which- is. the dilſent of ;the; NonconfaimiſFs: Judgment from ſome 
yanecellary ang, variable 1lmnp9{tions, &'c; whenever the Governmert 
plenſeth rgay,be taken; away; without derogation of Power, or: loſs of 
any. Fundameptpl az Religion, either; of. Belief or : Practice, or-danger 
to the Government or Peace >: They cannot but ſay. theſe njatters of 
IPaention BEgd:nes be.. They belieye-ghtir own Senfes; ;they have nei- 
ther {cen,nox, heard of any: Sedjtion,or 'Tumult,or Plot contrived among 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters.' They know -them to be Men of Abilities, 
Piety, Righteoufneſs: and; Peace, and have waded through: the deep 
Waters..of many ,Affiiftions,, without ſinking or drowning, ori aver- 
throwing the.;Ship, in which 'too many, drive a Merchandize,: brifg.in 
Wealth, and others fiſh for. Men, to ſave them from the bottomleſs Pit. 
If they are unacquainted:with.the Nonconformiſt Preachers, they are. 
acquainted with their Heargrs, and know their Principles,  and-Con- 
verſation,.and:1t they. are. not. betters, they-are no'warſe, than other 
Men, and cannor but be grieyed,,that-they lie-at the Mercy of:many: 
that'have no-Vertne to, commend them- ["Fhey that love Godlineſs.and 
Rightcouſneſs in any, 1n whom they believe or-hope it is,, that are glad 
for the increaſe of Knowledg:or. Godlinefs, by what Inſtrument ſoever,. 
and endeayour-to-be merciful; as. their keavenly-Fatber 1 merciful, arc 
nor, and cannot be pleaſed Tt. Thee: Rrocnedingen i ruining MenFor. 
Conſcience : Theſe are not>ſo fubzileasto-lay. any great: Welghtauon 


a 


the Diſtintions which ſome Men invent to excuſe the Severity. The 
more.unknowing and unconcern?d are in a-maze.. wondring, what kind. 
of.People theſe: Nonconformiſts. are; what kind of thing this Nonconfor- 
mity is; but they” know, or hear that the Men are given to pray, hear' 
Sermons, ſingPſalms., and other pious Exerciſes, and live, if not better,” 
yet no worſe-than many:that go to/ Church : And of theſe many have 
ſo much Senſe, that they think and fay ſurely, it is hard to drive honeſt 
Memws- Cattel, ſeize their Goods, break open Houſes, for doing well. 
And as many as love Eaſe and the World, take their Eaſe, and follow 
that, Religion;. which 4s encouraged with Preferment, and'a Freedom 
from Charge and Moleſtation. | 
Some Zealots againſt Nenconformiſts are incenſed againſt them, as- 
againſt Pharifees, that pray to devour all.; as againſt ſeditious Perſons,. 
and ſecret \'Fraxors, that want nothing but: Opportunity, as againſt 
the Authors of: all. our Unſetthments and Miſeries. Theſe are for the 
King, and who is againſt him? 'Theſe are for the Law, as now eſta- 
bliſhed, and no alteration ? which is to tie up the Power of the King, . 
as much as the Parliament, 'for it s as much his Prerogative to abro- - 
gate 01d Laws when necellary, as -to make new. Theſe are for the 
Church of England, and againſt all that are againſt it ; and what's that 7 
for the Biſhops; and the Nonconformiſts never did asmuch as petition to 
take them down, or diminiſh their Revenues : they are for preaching in 
Churches, and fo are Nonconformiſts if they might ; for. Allegiance'to 
the King, fo are the Noncanformiſts ; for the King's Supremacy, ſo are 
the Nonconformiſts ; for Ceremonies and Orders of the- Chiirch :» here 
they begin to diſagree : And for theſe things can you perſeeute your 
Brethren ?- Theſe -Zealots are as erroneous for thefe things ,'as atiy\0- 
thers are againſt them. The moſt of our Conforming-Proteltant La- 
icks are bound to bear Offices, higher or lower, in.Cities, Towns,  Hun- 
dreds, Pariſhes. The ſuperiour: Magiſtrates may forbear to break open . 
Meetings for Religious Exerciſes, or ſet others on,. much more to ani-' - 
mate the Rabble to pluck down their Meeting-Houſes ; there's tio 
Law for it, that wez.the unskilful in the Laws, know, or hear of : The - 
inferior are under Command, but theſe are. meant of only lawful ' 
Cans. and legal Warrants. And here is now a-very difpleaſing 
Lragedy to be ſeen, Here are Informers, very Stxangers in the' Coun 
tries, which they plague and” moleſt; that ſwear 'again{t ſome Perſoris 
by hear-fay,, whom they do not know ; and rheſe-are "the great Mini- 
ſters of Juſtice, they do-hittle kefs, nay-fomertimes-no tefs than expect the 
Juſtices. ſhould take their Information without Examination of them, 
at their-time,atithe very nick; when they pleafe;and not when the Jvſtice- 
pleaſeth : Theſ&are theMaſters oftheJuſtices themſctves, who muſt-ferve _ 
them 
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The Confomniſf's Thitd Plea 
them,or forfeit 50 /. to them, and 50 /. more to him that can getit. Some 
Juſtices are forward . and officious in carrying on this Work of Reforma- 
ton and Union, they itſue forth Warrants upon them that meer, upon 
the Pariſh Officers that are ſlack ; ſome give -out Warrants to break 
open Houſes for diſtreſs, ſome are cautious how they go ſo far. The 
difſenting Subject keeps up cloſe, and upon his Market-day keeps his 
Shop ſhut, as if he were .broken, or hid his head from Serjeants, yea, 
from worſe Men than common Bailiffs : 'The Informer keeps the Street, 
and hath whom he pleaſeth at his command. The Pariſh:Officer-is-in a 
threefold Difficulty or Strait : 1. The Juſtice of [Peace fines 'him, 
and threatens worſe to him, if he doth nor make diſtreſs. ' 2. It goes 
againſt his Nature and his Love to his Neighbour, Friend, Kinſman ; 
it goes againſt his Conſcience to diſtrain the Goods, and ſpoil the 
Trade, and beggar- innocent Children, he cannotdo it ; butifhe do 
not, he ſhall rue it himſelf; he is fined, and he: 1s: further threatned. 
The Informer is now pro tempore, his ſuperior Officer, he muſt execute 
his Warrants. 3. He is:.in another Difhculty : If he break into his 
Neighbour's Houſe, he is told he cannot juſtify it by Law, by ſome 
ſage Counſellors; the owner of the Houſe and Goods may ſue'him-for, 
breaking into his Houſe : He is told he hath but-one Remedy, wherthe 
is ſued, the Juſtice will ſtand-by-him, and the Favour of the'Conrt, and 
Partiality of a Jury, will be his Defender: But really, is not this an hard 
caſe, that a Man muſt ruine others,or be ruined ? and do theſe Ations 
look as if they did really rejoyce that they are ruled by Law? when 
without Law, or againſt*Law, he.proceeds in hopes of Favour": "Arid 
what is all this for, but to get Money for the chief Ruler the noble In- 
-faxmer.! the-Shame and Scourge of his Country. Gentlettied and!Ma- 
giſtrates that have Wiſdom. to foreſee, and ſenſe of what they ſee, are 
diſquieted in their Minds ; the Envious, in hope of encrealing their own 
Trade, are more modeſt than to approve it,” .and they who are Scorners 
. of ;Religion, make merry-at it. And this isa-true, but: imperfe& face 8f 
the times ; and. ] divulge no Secrets. ; A} 28S 2003 9261 


200? 


. I. The Sufferings of the Nonconformiſts have been courſely-and dark- 
ly opened in the two- former Pleas, and will be more- particularly'ſer 
forth in what follows... Their former Sutferings come upon thenvagain, 
and that with the-Addition of more Weight and Violence'; many have 

| by an indecent Art done what. they can, to ſhut up-both- his Majeſties 
Eyes and Heart.';..1 call-4t indecent, hecauſe :we. owe deter Rev: 
rence to the King, they have thanked him for his ruling by-Law,and:de- 
clared their Adherence to the Churchof England as eſtabliſhed by Taj 


As ſoon as they have done this, they crave-leave to'executs the Laws 
© | upon 


upon Dsſſenters,. as if they-would take the Kingat his Word, and while 
the.Gracious Declaration. was freſh, that there might be-no room for 
wonted Mercy and Indulgence, except he ſhould recedefrom his Royal 
Word, almoſt as ſoon as ſent abroad-; They ſeem to oblige the Biſhops 
and the 'Church, by declaring for, it as eſtabliſd, ard: thereby tied 
their Tongues. and Pens from ſupplicating for. their Proteſtant Bre- 
thren;;- for if they do, they will be interpreted to aCt contrary to them- 
ſelves, and their own Eſtabliſhment,: and no doubt but many a fair - 
Story is told them, of I know not what inviſible Machinations againſt 
them : They mult look on while a/Courſe is taken, . which will reflect 
upon them and their Government, as much, if not more, than a tolera-- 
ted Nonconformity. The more diſcreet, and moderate fort of Magi- 
ſtrates are look*d upon as, ſavouring;of Parliamentary Notions, either - 
are left out of the Commiſſions of Lienetenancy and Peace, or act not 
at all, oraC&t by way of Mitigation of Rigor ; the moſt declaredly op-- 
poſite to the Parliaments, to Proteſtant. Diſſenters ſeem to act alone ;. 
therefore the Law: falls with multiplied Aagravations upon Preachers 
and People. What was argued by way of Conſequence in the ſecond Plea, . 
proves now'to be true, as if it had been a-Prophecy. The Diſſenters- 
are: fined ' for ſo many Meetings paſt : That there are Fines upon the 
Officers of one little Market-Town, for: negkCting to break their 
Neighbours, amounting; to 209 /..and the Fines upon one. Preacher and- 
his Hearers come to about 1000 4. if they may be exactly levied. What 
s'the Caſc'of. Populous- Places! They. ſuffer ſpiritually, bodily, really, 
and relatively : A Man cannot marry his Daughter: to a Diſſenting -: 
Proteſtant, but he is like. one that throws away her.Portion ; a Man - 
cannot put a Child:apprentiee to a Diſſenting Proteſtant, but he is-in dan-- 
ger of loſing his Money, and his'Son of loſing his Trade, by his Maſter's 
not being able.to follow. itz. nor+to/hold;;..many of them are in as bad a- 
caſe as the Papiſts,..if the Laws were fully executed upor tliem :. for 
ſome Proteſtants are returned into the Os and their Eſtates-. 
under Compoſition, and the. Parts that are_.left to them are liable to- 
other Laws againſt them.. But if the Executieners of the . Laws ſtop-: 
atthe:Compoſition, there would be ſomething left certain to them : But-: 
the remaning two. Parts are ſubject to theſe.Laws, the. Oxford-and+ five. 
Mile-A&t, .and this againſt Conventicles, and to the Eccleſialtical Courts- 
beſides 3 they are obnoxious to Excommunications, Significavits, Writs 
de Excommunicatio capiendo,to Banithment and Abjuration, and Felony if 
they abjure not : Some queſtion whether:that At a = 35- be in force, 
but ſeveral are. brought 18 danger; ofit-as.if it were, belides toall manner - 
of Taxes and Payments, [They are more hardly uſed than Papilts : Some 
have paid 20 l.” and. 5 5. over and aver 2; But now their. whole on 
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" will not ſatisfy the* Demands of Informers' and 'Wateants.'" The :only 
way that Men of Eſtates have, -is to-become Tenants and-Servaitts'to 
ſecure them, by making them over*in Truſt. The Miſeries of their 
Souls are nor yet reckoned by me, to prevent-which, they have ventnred 
long by hearing ſuch Miniſters as they conceived moſt profitable : But 
now. for endeavouring to flee from the Wrath to come, they are fallen 
under the Vengeance of cruel and mercileſs Informers, and to ſave-their 


Souls, have brought Ruine upon their Eſtates. . 


"TH. And what is all this'for-? It is for Nonconformity z which may 


be conſidered two ways. 

1. Privatively, not conforming. 

2. Poſitively, being Nenconfrmiſt to the Laws of -Uniformity, 
preaching, and holding Religious Exerciſes, this is the Preachers Crime ; 
the Crime of the People is hearing, or-joyning with them inſuch Exer- 
ciſes of Religion, as are without controverſy neceſſary and profitable. 
This, and only:this, is the cauſe of all- thoſe many, 'and great 'Sufferings 
of every kind which they have endured, and under which no manican 
comfortably ſtand without Faith, Self-denial, Contentment,. and 
'the Conſcience of well-doing, and the hope of Eternal Life, the great 

Recompence of Reward ! And this being the Cauſe, andthe ſole Cauſe 


:of their Sufferings, it is: ſuch as calls or Pity a great Terigernals, 


-andis nojuſt Canfe«of their many Moleſtations, and bitter Sufferings, 
as I intend to ſhew in my following: DiſcourTez'as God ſhall help.miea 


| IV. By whom, and from whom, and through whoſe means they are 
now again expoſed to Sufferings. I cannot ſhew ithe-Spring of the 
Motion, but any Man may ſee the Hands that iſttike, and 'tell us what 


time. of Yay it tis: 1 do very much donbt.whether'the-inoſt engaged 
Inſtruments Uo know whale Work they carry 'on, this i. my Charity ; 
- bur: if they do, I dareſay, what: they cannot, hear without either great 
diſpleaſure, horror or repentance. But they are, 
- 2, Suchascannot take it ill to be called Addreſlers and Abhorrers, but 
they ( as far asT can look about me and ſee ) F on rms. Then have 
thanked the King for declaring his Reſolutionsof ruling by Law;:which 
if any of the Noxcenformiſts had,expreſſed a doubt or fear of, had been 
2 far greater Offence: than their. Nonconfortmity. They have declared 
'for the Proteſtant Religion as eſtabliſhed'/by Law, 'and yet puniſh :them 
*that profeſs the ſame,-and-noother. , - - ZOO 9 UCL yorts 
” 2, And by Conſequence, they are ſuch as 'have' Ueclared adiſlike of 
the Proceedings of our 'late Parliaments, -and in that particular of en- 
.deayouring the uniting of Proteſtant Dilſlenters, 'in which aloneHam 
; concerned 
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concerned to take notice of them, |and a&direttly contrary-to the Vote - 
of the Houſe of Commons, which refolved; That # the! 

Opinion of this Houſe, that the Proſecution 'of-Proteſtant Diſs" Luniz 10 die 
ſenters upon the penal Laws, us at this time grievous toithe Jan. 1680. 
Subjeit, a weaknmng to the Proteſt ant Interest, an Encourage- + 

ment of Popery, and dangerows to the Peace of the Kingdom-, And by the 
Rule of Oppolition, they mult in their Opiniosgs turn this Vote back- 
ward, as if they thought that the Proſecution -of Proteſtant Diſlenters 
upon the preſent Laws, is not grievous tothe Subject,; is'not a weaken- 
ing of the Protelitant Intereſt, 1s not an encouragement of Popery, nor 
dangerous to the Peace of the Kingdom : Certainly they mult be ſup- 
poſed to hold this, as contrary. to the general and unanimous Judgment 
of the far greater Number : for, as Meme Contradicente, doth not con- 
tain every particular Mams Vote ; -fo it doth no leſs than imply a Con- 
ſent, or that todeclare a Dilent 1s*to no-purpoſez there is no Divilion 
of the Houſe-upont.; 'only if they do'.not hold this, contrary to the 
Houſe, they mult act both irrationally and deſperately in this ſenſe. 
Altho the Houſe of Commons declared their Opinion to be ſo; yet I 
a Juſtice, or I an. inferiour. Officer, will. proſecute the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, or execute the Penal Laws upon'them, tho.it-be a weakening 
of the Proteſtant Intereſt, altho it be an Encouragement to Popery, and 
dangerous to the Peace of the Kingdom. Or if this Conſequence from 
theſe Proceedings be too harſh, and cenforious, I will mollify it as much 
as It is capable of a mollited Conſtruction: Ler this be the Opinion -of 
the Proſecutors now. ' The Execution of the Penal Laws,'is not grie- 
yous:tothe'Subje& ; that is; it is| grievous but to-ſome; and not to all : 
it is not grievous totheSubject, becauſe itis not grievous to them, and 
then-we ſhall haven Diſcrimination of Subjects ; to this ſenſe. They 
only. who execute the Laws, or approve of it, are the only 'Subjetts of 
the King; or that the Dilſenters'can ſuffer Puniſhments, and the Pnniſh- 
ments not be grievous to them. | Or, that the Difſenters are not Sub- 
jects, but Rebels ( a ſort of quiet Rebels certainly )- may we never ſee 
any other than ſuch unarmed quiet Rebels! Again, they muſt think, 
that the Execution of the Laws upon them, 4s. no weakning of the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt; that 1s to ſay, they are no Proteſtants. And now the 
meaning is plain, that there are;-no Proteſtants amongl[t us, but thoſe 
that are of the Church-Government eſtabliſhed by Law, and are of it, 
or ſiibmir to it, or that read, or joyn in the Liturgy, or do all that the 
Law requires ; that is, the Act of Uniformity, and-then a Queſtion will 
ariſe, Where was the Proteſtant Religion before 1662, or before the 
laſt: Long-Parliament ? Or, where 1s it like to be, when theſe Prote- 
ſtants no-Proteſtant-Dillenters are _ of ? where it was before _— 
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If only the-Conformiſts are” the: Proteſtants, then what ſort of them ?: 
If only one ſort of them, then the Catholick Church of England may 
. be not much bigger than ſome. great Conventicle, or great Pariſh. They 
who make this-Separation of Proteſtants, are Separariſts and Diſciples, 
the National Tutors and Inſtructors, in fuch wholſome and profitable. 
Doctrine, both.in Divinity, and Politicks. If Confirmity, tota in toto, &c, 
makes the Proteſtant, and be convertible with him, it makes as good a 
_ Definition of a Proteſtant, as of a Man by Accidents. A Man 1s a ra- 
tional Creature, that-;3vears curled' Locks, long Hair, Hoſe and 
Shoos, &c. or of a Philoſopher, he is a Scholar that wears a Beard, &c. 

But to go on, they may be thought to, be of Opinion, that to puniſh 
Dilleaters, is no Eyfouragement ro Popery ;, for when they have 
rooted them np, then they wall root up Popery, as if they could not come 
at thoſe great Oaks, before they have cut up the Braſh-woed. Orlaſtly, 
they do not think it dangerous to the Peace of the Kingdom, to fuppreſs . 
Dilſenters. 2. Becauſe'they know that the Diiſenters, *when undone, 
wHl not moleſt or diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom. Or elfe, ' 2. Be-. 
cauſe they intend to make them ' fo poor, 'thet they ſhall not be able to 
aditurb-the Peace. Or, 3+. Becaulc it is the!only way of Peace. | 

But here again, aQueſtioni{t fets upon me as I go:-peaceably on in 
my Diſcourfe, If the Difſenters are not danger2ns to the Peace of 
Kingdom, why are they difturb'd, and their Meetings broken up as ſe- 
ditous Meetings ? | 

2. If they are dangerous, and thetr Meetings feditions, then whether 
are they more dangerous, when they are pleaſcd, quiet, and 'in Peace, 
or when they are provoked ? ' When they enjoy Trades, Liberty, and 
Eſtates, or when they are impriſoned ard undone ? | 

Toconclude this Head : If our zealous Proſecutors think,as the Houſe 
of Commons did, ia their foreſaid Vote ; then why will they a@& con-- 
trary £0 that general Opinion ?- or if they are of a contrary Opinion, , 
25 I have ſaid : then follows, 

3. A third Branchof the Defeription of the Proſecutors. Phey are 
ſuch as do not, yea cannot underſtand the State of the Kingdom, and: 
Religion fo well as the Houſe of Commons did. | 

i. No one Man —_— underſtand the. true State of the King- 
dom. as a Grand bly of our Repreſentatives did. 

2.. Nor all of them : for when the Repreſentatives of the Kingdom- 
met, they had ſuch Informations given in, and brought before them, . 
and ſaw what was inviſible to others ; there was a Colleftion of Ob-. 
fervations, and the Eyes of moſt of the Kingdom moved in that great 
Body, and, their Debates and Reafonings were mature, and full. 
And tho a Vote. have not the Formality and. Force of an Att, yet win 


ge Matter and Original: of an Act, out of which an Act doth 
ariſe. | | 
3. This Vote was not of private Concernment, in which, -Intereſt 
makes Men partial, but it was of Concernment to the Church and King- 
dom. But many of the firſt moyers in the Proſecution, and of the In- 
ſtruments in it, aC&t from a private Spirit, and a particular Intereſt, and 
find neither Concurrence from any, that are atliberty, and att as Free- 
men, nor Approbation from the Standers-by ; except 'the few that 
know not what they do, and care not what others do, any more than 
Gallio, | 
Laſtly, the inferiour ſort, are Informers and Inferiour Officers, Con- 
ſtables, and Church-wardens, &'c. of theſe; there isnot one of many, but 
what abide ſevere Threatnings, .and heavy- Fines, -conſtdering their . 
Eſtates, before they diſtrain. This way 1s contrary to the very common 
Senſe of Chriſtians, and ordinary Men. Bur the Informers are a ſelect 
Company, whom the long Suffering of God permits for a time, of 
whom I will ſay but little in this place : They. are of no good Repu- 
tation ; for their Knowledg in the Country, they do not know the 
Names, or Perſons of ſome of them that are moleſted by them ; they go 
by report of their under-Servants or Complices ; they are unknown to 
them that ſuffer by them, until they ſufter : They come two or three 
Counties off, to ſet up this new Trade ; whether they are Papiſts or 
( nominal ) Proteſtants, who can tell? They never come to Church, 
not to their own Pariſh-Churches, but lie in watt and ambuſh. Their 
Eſtate is invilble, their Country unknown to many 3 their Morals are 
as bad as the very Dregs of the Age. * Theſe are they that dire and” 
rule many of the Magiitrates, and live upon-the ſpoil of better Chriſfti- 
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ans and Subjects than themſelves; And who go away with honeſt Mens' _ 


Goods, honeſtly gotten, butthey ? To-whom I have a great 'deal-to ſay 
in the latter Part, if I canſhold my Pen without trembling, while 
write of them. ; | 


The Subſtance of what I intend to diſcourſe upon, is contained mn 
theſe three Heads. | E | 


I, I will ſhew the Cauſe of the Sufferings of the Nonconformiſts, 
IE Argue for a Ceſlation of this forcible Courſe againlit them. 
1I. Apply the whole to the Inſtruments of their Sufferings, whether® 

habe Magiltrates, Miniſters, Informers, or others. | 


L The only Cauſe of their Sufferings, is their Nonconformity. Of 
this I have ſpoken as fully as 1 — needful at thattime, both - 
| 2 t 


| 
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| > 1» 114+ the Firſt. Plea 3-0pening the hardneſs of their Caſe, 
Firſt Plea, fromp. in the Second Plea, I muſt reaſſume this Head 
144: &c,,' 'Secoud anew, for a further Information of the World, and 
Plea, Þp. 10g 11. + Amplification of the thing; in reference. to their 
- Sutterings;z and-lay both before the Conſcience of 
the Chriſtian Reader, who may propeſe this Caſe of Conſcience, as riſmag 
from: it, Whether the. Nanconforming. Chryiſtiansi and Proteſt ants: ought ro 
ſuffer as. they do, aud. what they do, meerly for Noncenformity:: 
- For the opening of this Point ouce again, I will. coalider.Nonconfor- 
mity as above-{aid. 


1. Privatively, and paſſively, as not:doing what the Law requires. 
2- Pohtizgly,and aftiyely, 25:doing what the Law forbids. 


1. | Take Nonconformity in the firſt Senſe, and what is it but not 
ſabſcribing,.or refuling to. ſubicribe to what is required, and not de- 
claring what is required to be declared. in the Aft of Uniformity ? ard 
by conſequence, ,zot doing, as 45 required in the ACt>;or. the Common-= 
Prayer ; - here; lies | theie ;>Noneopformity 533 and thence the: Name. is 
taken. | \ Rs 
2: They do not refuſe al and every Condition therein required of 


them. It 1s not poſlible that I ſhould particularly relate what Particular- 
Men do ſcruple, and ſtick at ; ſome can.do more than others can ;. but 
they who can'do moſt.;cannot do all-fequired. - | 

_ They are by ſome counted worſe than Papilts ; looked upon as a fort 
of ignorant, erroneous,; obſtinate, unreaſonable Men, feditious, and 
ſchiſmatical, that obey neither King, nor Biſhops, nor Church ; and are 
oboe and ſcornfully called Theſe 24en, and theſe kind of People, as 
it they were a ſtrange odd fort of People, wiltully bent upon their own 
Way, Deluſions, and Fancies, asf they carried the/Sparks of Rebellion., 
and the Seeds of Hereſies, and falſe Doctrine in their Hearts, and kind- 
led them in their Conventicles. 

But know- that they are as'obcdient, regular Snbjects as any in the 
Kings Dominions, ſave in one Defect, or Omiſſion, which is Subſcri- 
bing, Swearing, Declaring according to a particular late ACt of Uni- 
formity, .and Corporation. And to. thetn':that wonder at them,. that 
cenſure, condemn, and affiitt them, L give this ſhort DiitinCtion,. and 


Account of them. 


- 1. The Preachers and Teachers, are-Men brought up in Learning, 

in Schools and Univerliities, or in Univerſity Learning, if not in the Uni- 

yerſities: The older ſort: have for the moſt -patt,, taken Degrees in the 

Univerſities, were.in former times ordained by Buhops, and bus ns! 
: orme 
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formed to:all,or the principal inks required by the old At of Uni-- 
formity. The middle-aged among them have had the like Learned Edu-- 
cation, and are Miniſters, either ordained by Biſhops, or by Presbyters.-. 
or elected and choſen by particular. Congregations, ard ſet apart for 
that Work by Faſting-ard Prayer, if not alſo, by Impoſition of Hands. 
The younger ſort, have Education| in Learning, in Schools, Fongves, 
Arts and Sciences, the fame that are taught in our Univerſities, though - 
they are taught out of the Univerſities, mn a more private way, ard have 
not the Titles of Graduates in Arts ard Divinity. In a word, they are 
(tho in diierent Degrees and Proportion, ſome more, ard ſome leſs J* 
learned, pious, painful, ſelf-denying; able, and fuccefsful Mirifters, and 
orderly, and peaceable Subjects according: to all other Laws, as any of 
us are : Their Hearers are like other Men, bred up in Trades, and Cal- 
lings, as other Men are, as is commonly and univerſally known. E 
In ſhort, let them that-think ſtrangely of them, as theſe Mer, and theſe 
kind of Men, receive this impartial Character of them : The Nonconformiſts XD 
are Chriſtians, believingall the Articles of the Chrillian Faith ; that ob- 
ſerve whatſoever Chriit commanded his Apoſtles to obſerve, and teach; 
that obſerve all the .Ordinances of the Gotpel, according to the general 
Rules of the Goſpel- Worſhip, Government and Diſcipline ( according 
to the beſt of their Underſtandings, and Prudence) ; that obey every Or- 
dinance of Man for the Lord's ſake-;. that are ſubject ts Principalities 
and Powers; that obey Magiſtrates, that live by the Law of Love; an& 
Righteouſneſs ; that:have their Converſation according to the Goſpel,.. 
as other Chriſtians, or as the beſt of other Chriſtians do, and that ſub- 
mit, obſerve, and obey all Laws of the Kir.gdom, as other Subjects do ;.. 
fave the aforeſaid Act of Uniformity, and Subſcriptions and Oaths of-. 
late Years impoſed, and never before. . | 
And this Character of them,. contains matter of Anſwer to'the many 
Queſtions, Accuſations and: Cenſures raiſed upon them. They are re-- 
ported to be factious, fanatical, unlearned, unordained, rebellious, and' 
unreaſonable Men, diſloyal, diſobedient, againſt the King and all Go- 
vernment, Decency and Order, |as if they were for all Sects and ſorts 
of Religion, allowing all Men to do what ſeemeth good to them : But- 
inthis ſhort Deſcription of them, you may find 'an Anſwerto vulgar” 
and popular Objections againlt them, and: more fully ſpoken of. in the-. 
two former;Pleas. 
In the Second Plea, p. 10, 11, 12. | have faid, that the Difference be-- 
tween the Noxconformiſt, ( commonly, but unduly and unfitly called. 
Presbyterian') and the Conformiſt, is to be feen and gathered from the-. 
King's own Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, which they wonld* 
have ſubmitted to, if it had been turned into an Act of Parliament, and*- 
the Act of Uniformity.. | | ba 
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Es The Confonnift's Thirv Plea 
- Fſhallnow further enlarge upon that Notion,. and ſhew you what the 
King declared, and what they would have accepted; becauſe many that 
think and ſpeak hardly of them, do not know how things ſtood at that 
.time, and what that Declaration 1s. 

In the Year 1660,after that General ork, (made Duke of Albemarle 
afterwards by the King) declared himſelf for a Free-Parliament,and by 
the Counſel and Aſſiſtance of the City of Lowdor, reſtored the Mem- 
bers of the old Parliament, that were ſhut out by ſome of the Army, 
before ever they could bring about their Deſigns againſt the King's 
Life; and there was a wiſe and good Council of State choſen : many of 
the Royal Nobility, and Gentry, and ſome Divines, put out a Declara- 
tion, in which are theſe words. 

" And we do further declare, that we intend by our quiet and peaceable Beha- 
wviour, to teſtify our Submiſſion to the preſent Power, as it now reſides in the 
Council of State, in Expetlt ation wy the future Parliament, upon whoſe 
Wiſdom and Determinatsons, we truſt God will give ſuch a Bleſſmg as may 
produce a perfett Settlement both in Church and State, This was ſubſcribed 
by the Marqueſs of Dorcheſter, and twenty Earls and Lords, ſeveral 
Noble-Men, about thirty two Baronets and Knights, and between eighty 
and an hundred Gentlemen, among whom is Mr. Roger L*Eſtrange (then 
2 Chriſtian, profeſſing Reconciliation, promiſing with the reſt, To peak. 
one Language, to be of one Name ( not Whig and Tory) that all mention of 
 Faltions and Parties, and all Rancor may be thrown in and buried like Rubbiſh 
under the Foundation : Theſe are the words of it ; but as Dr. Collings of 
Cambridg ſaid once, Then was then, and now i now; one Iriſh Biſhop ſub- 
ſcribed it, and four Doctors of Divinity, and the firſt of them was 
Dr. Morlcy, the yet-living Lord Biſhop of Wincheſter. How gladly did 
all honeſt Men receive this Declaration, as tending to a firm Reconci- 
Jiation, and afterwards to.a laſting Union, and univerſal Peace, not1o 
much as a name of Faction or Ditterence to be kept in memory ! neither 
.did any ſuſpect the meaning of burying all Factions and Animoſities, 
like Rubbilh under the Foundation, to be, as now ſome Mens Actions 
and Writings explain it, that Factions and Animoſities do lie under the 
Foundation, which is at this day ſhaken, being fo underlaid ; Faction 
and Animoſity will not lie buried, but riſe and walk. | 

In April 1660, That hoped-for Parliament met ; and to the Speakers 
of both Houſes, His Majeſty ſent his Letter, and 
Declaration from. Ins Court at Breda; in his Let- 
ter, I read theſe Words, relating to Religion. — 
And nothing can 'be propoſed to ſhew our Zeal and Af 
fetzon for it, to which we will not readily conſent 5, and we hope in due time,our 
Self to propoſe ſomewhat 70 you, for the Propag ation of it. 


Hit Majeſties Letter 
From Breda, April, 14+ 
1650, p-*2- 6. 
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In his Declaration fent therewith, are theſe words. | 
wee do declare a Liberty to tender Conſciences, and that no: Marſhall be- 


diſquieted, or called in queſtion for differences of Opinion in matter of Religion, .. 


which do not diſturb the Peace. of the Kingdom. 
His Majeſty was pleaſed to ſend out his Declaration. concerning Eccleſi- 


In Otober 25 16665. 


lo 


altical Affairs, in which he was pleaſed to. remember ard repeat the. 


( fore-cited ) words of ht Letter, whereby ir is clear, that that which . 
he had long in his Mind, to propoſe for the Propagation of Religion, 
was the Contents of this Declaration, — Adding 1n the next Sentence, . 
Pag. 4. And the truth.us, We ds think, our Self the more competent to propuſe._ 
and with God®s Aſſiſtance, to determine many things now in difference, from the 
time we have ſpent, and the Experience we have had in moſt of the Reformed 
Churches. abroad. And belides what 1s quoted out of it in the Second Plea, . 
pag, 65. he hath theſe words, We muſt. for the honeur of all theſe of either 
Perſwaſion, wah whom we have conferred, - decla''e that the Profeſſions. and. 
Deſires, of all for the advancement of Piety and true:Godlineſs are the ſame, 
their Profeſſions of Zeal for the Peace of the Church the ſame ;.. of Afettion+- 
and Duty to us the ſame : They all | approve of Epiſcopacy ; they all ”m_ 
. of a ſet Form of Liturgy ;, and. they all diſprove. and diſltke the Sin of Sacri- 

. dedg, and the Alienation of the Kevenue of the Charch ; and if upon theſe. 
excellent Foundations, in ſubmiſſion to which, there is ſuch an Harmony of Afe- 
feitions, any Superſtruttures ſhould be raiſed, to the ſhaking thoſe Foundations; , 
and to the contratting and leſſening the bleſſed Gift of Charity, which t9-the- 
vital part of Chriſtian Religion, we ſhall think our ſelves very unfortunate. . 
Pag, 8. We have not the leaſt doubt, but that the Preſent Biſhops will: think: _ 
the preſent Conceſſions now made by, us, to allay the preſent Diſkempers, very. 
Juſt and reaſonable, and will very cheerfully confarm themfelves thereto, Thus 
the King declares his Confidence |of the Biſhops Compliance with. his- 
Propoſal, and Declaration, which is thus contracted. 

1. Our purpoſe is to promote the Power of Godlineſs, to encourage the. Exer-. 
coſe of Religion, both publick and private ; that the Lords day be applied to holy 
Exerciſes ; that inſufficient, negligent, and ſcandalous Miniſters be not permitted - 
iu the Church ;, to prefer none to be Biſhops, but: Men of Learning, Vertue and 
Piety, that they be frequent Preachers, &c. . 

2. Becauſe the Dioceſſes are too large, we will appoint Suffrag an Biſhops, for« 
#he due performance of the Work, 

© 3. No Biſhops ſhall ordain or exerciſe any Juriſdiftion without AQs- 
&yice of the Presbyters 3. no Chancellour or Commidary.ſhall decree any - 
* Excommunication or Abſolution ; nor ſhall the Deacons exerciſe any 
<. Juriſdition without the Advice and Afliſtance of fix Miniſters, . 

©. 4. That ( Cathedral ) Preferments ſhall be given tothe moſt learned; 
© 2nd. pious Presbyters of the Dioceſs ; and that. an equal number: (te-+ 
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. thoſe of the Chapter ) of the ableſt Presbyters, of the Dioceſs annually 
© Choſen by thermajor Vote of the Presbyters, ſhall be always adviſing 
© and aſſiſting with thoſe of the Chapter, in all Ordinations, and every 
* the part of Juriſdiction and Cenſures. SY 
© 5. That Confirmation be ſolemnly performed, by the Information 
'*and Conſent of the Miniſter of the place ; who ſhall admit none to the 
© Lord?s Supper. till they make a credible Profeſſion of their Faith ; Care 
© be taken to initruct and reform the ſcandalous, whom the Miniſter ſhall 
© not receive to the Lord?s Supper, till they have openly declared their 
© Repentance. The rural Dean, with three or four Miniſters of the 
© Deanary, choſen by Miniſters of the Deanary,ſhall meet onceia Month, 
*to receive Complaints and Preſentments,to compoſe Diterences, re- 
© form things amiſs by Admonitions, and to preſent ſuch things to the 
© Biſhop, as cannot be reformed by their pa'toral Perſwalions ; to ſee 
© that all the younger ſort be carefully-inſtructed, before they be con- 
© firmed. | 
© 6. No Biſhop ſhall exerciſe any Arbitrary Power. | 

'© 7. —— Since we find ſome Exceptions made againit ſeveral things in 
© the Liturgy ; we will appoint an equal number of Divines of both Per- 
© {iwalions, to review the ſame, and to make ſuch Alterations, as ſhall be 
© thought moſt neceſſary, and ſome additional Form:, and it ſhall be left 
©to the Miniſter to chuſe one or other. In the mean time, we deſrre that 
© Miniſters would read thoſe parts, againſt which there lies no Excepti- 
© ons ; yet in compaſſion to them that ſcruple it,our Will and Pleaſure is, 
© that none be puniſhed or troubled for not uling it, until it be effectually 
* reformed, as aforeſaid. | 

<8. Weegratify thoſe who arg grieved with the nſe of ſome Ceremo- 


© nies, by indulging to, and-diſpenſing with their omitting thoſe Cere- 


© monies : and leave all Decilions about them, to.the Advice of a Natt 
© onal Synod. 


*© None ſhall be denied the Lord*®s Supper for not kneeling ; none com- 


* pelled to uſe the Crofs,-it ſhall be lawful to him thardefires to uſe the 


* Groſs, to have ſuch Miniſters as will uſe it ; and it the proper Miniſter 
© refuſe to omit it, the Parent ſhall get another Minitter that will, to ba 

©tize his Child. None compelld to bow at the Name of Jeſus. The Sur- 
© plice left to liberty, except the Royal Chappel, Cathedral Churches, or 


-. © Colledges in Univerſities. Thoſe that cannot Tubſcribe 'the Canon, 
i © ard takt the Oath of Canonical Obedience, ſhall only take the Oaths of 
*-< Allegiance and Supremacy; that none forfeit his Beneiice, thatſubſcribes 


© all the Articles of Religion, which only concern the Confeſſion of the 
© true Chriſtian Faith, and the IBoctrine of the Sacraments. -He repeated 
© again his Declaration of Liberty of-Conſcience before cited ; — And 

concludes 
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© conclude, and in this place to explain what we wentionedibefpre, That 


© we hoped. in due time, to propoſe for.the Propagationof the - 


© Proteltant- Religion, that will ſatisfy the World, that we have always? 
© made it both our Care and our Study,and:have obſerved eneugh, what 
© is moſt like to bring Diſadvantage to it, ' We do conjure all our loving 
Subjefts to acquieſs, and ſubmit to this our Declaration.concerning thoſe 
Ditferences which have ſo. much diſquiete&/the-Nation at home, and* 
given ſo much Offence.to the,Prateſtant,Churches:abroad;;&c; - - 11] ? 
The Parliament which reſtored the King, theni fitting, thanked him: 
for this Declaration ; the Divines of London, called the Presbyrerian, did 
alſo thank him for it : and I neyer was acquainted with any.conforming 
Divine, that did-not approve of it, more than. of the exact Conformity 
afterwards required ; and I cannot but think: if. a Scrutiny;were to be 
made, but more Minilters of Learning, Plety andExperience; that are 
not biaſſed with Preferments, would judg ;it a far better Expedient for 
our Peace, and the Propagation 'of the Proteſtant Religion ( as his 
Majeſty ſpeaks ); than our. tried: Striftreſs and Rigor ; yea, I doubt” 
not but many of our conſiderable dignified Clergy, are, or would be, of 
the ſame mind. : | ner 
After thiss the King: gave a Commiſſion according to his Declarati- 
on, to/anequal number-of Divines,to review, and reformthe Common-! - 
Prayer. The Presbyterian Diyines (as they were called ), preſented 
their Exceptions to the Bithops and Commillioners, who returned them 
an Anſwer, not ſavouring of. fatherly Condeſcention, nor giving-hopes 
of a deſirable Cloſuregnot.as muchasto leave the uſe of a Cerextony at li- 
berty and free; and- by.the ſtile. it ſeems to/be written, by one oramore 
of the Doctors, and not by-the,/Biſhops themſelyes. 'To this, the other 
Commiſſioners replied, which: was not thought. worth their notice, ſo 
much as to give them another gentle Rebuke... 64-5 
When the four Months, allowed for the Debates and; Confultation, 
were expired, the Commiſſioners, who were flighted, , preſenta Petition 
and dve Account of the matter to the Kingz and ſay;thus.-''< And tho 
© the Account which we are forced to give to your Majelty,of the Ilue 
© of our Conſultation, is, that no Agreements are ſubſcribed by us, to 
© be offerered to your Majeſty according to your Expectation ; and tho 
© itbe none of our; intent to caſt the leaſt unmeert Reiietion.-upon the 
© Right Reverend Biſhops, and learned Brethren, who think not meet 
© to yield to any conſiderable Alterations, to the. Ends exprelſed in your 


© Majeſties Commiſſion, yet we muſt ſay it is ſome quiet to our Minds,that 


© we have not been guily of your Majeſties and Subjetts Diſappoint- 
© ments, and that we account not your Majeſties Gracious Commiſſion, 
© and oux:Labour loſt, ihaving Peace of Conſcience in diſcharge of our 
| " HENS * © Duty 


- 


7-7 The Confounit's Third Plea 
Duty to God and you, that we have been the Seckers and Followers 
©of Peace, nd hivecearneſtly/pleaded; and humbly petitioned for it.” 
©And we humbly beſtech 'your Majolty-to believe that weown no Prin-” 
*ciples of FaCtion or Difobedience, 'nor' patronize the Errors and Ob- 
© ſtinacy of any. — IF is the deſire of our Souls to contribute our Parts 
© and Intereſt tothe utrermoſt, for the promoting of Holineſs, Charity, 
*Unity, and Obedience to Rulers in all lawful things ; but if we ſhould 
© fin again God, beeanſe 'we are commanded, who ſhall anſwer for us, 
«or fave us 'from his Juſtice? -— Ard we know that conſcientious 
* Men will not confent to the 'pratiſing- of things, in their Judgment 
© unlawful, when thoſe may yield who count the matter indifferent——, We 
© mult not believe that when your Majeſty took our Conſent to a Litur- 
©*gy, to be a Foundation that would infer our Concord, you meant nor, 
© we ſhould have no Concord, but by conſenting to this Liturgy, with- 
out any conſiderable Alteration —{'We* molt humbly beſeech/your 
* Majeſty, that the benefit of the ſaid Declaration, may be continued to 
* your People, and in particular, that none be puniſhed or troubled 
© for not uling the Common-Prayer, till it be effetually reformed, and 
'Sthe Addition made as theſe expreſs. 34 23H 
They prefented to the Biſhops and the other Commilſioners the 
Reformation of the Liturgy, and a moſt humble, grave, pathetica 
Petition, called the Petition for Peace ; towards the end, they addreſs 
—_—_ to them in theſe I Go Pr - the So vr —_ 
Chrift and his Apoſtles left nmto the Churches; ufe neceſſary things as nec ® 
and ek things mn fer ; and charitably herd the Taflrunitier of 
the woak., and tolerate the tolerable while they live peactably, and then you will 
know when you have done z, and for the Intolerable.we beg not your Toler ation,&c. 
I am ſemlible I have been Jong upon this hiſtorical Retroſpect of theſe 
Paſſages, to inform thoſe who ſeem not to know, or remember theſe 
things; Yet I cannot go on without leaving ſome Animadverſions and 
Remarks upon them. | O21 
1. We might have ſeen the difagreeing Partics running into an Union 
under the King, as their ſupream lawful Head and Governour. 
The reputed Presbyterian comprehending a great, —_ conſiderate, 
fabſtantiat part of the Kingdom, moſt cloſe and deliberate: if 
Counfel, ative in Endeavonrs, fervent in Prayer- with their Miniſters 
for the Reſtanration of the King and the ancient Government; watching 
all 4 IR and ufing all means to engage General Monk, ar 
bis well diſciplined, and moſt Presbyrerian part of the Army, to declare 
for the reſtoring the ſecluded Members in order to a free Parliament, 
and that in order to =o back the King. :The moſt eminenr of th 
Royal Party, declaring a ReconcilableneS, and Oblivion of all Safferings, 
® þ acknows 


acknowledging the Hand of God: in:them all: -And the King tocom- 
pleat and all, by laying a Top-ſtone, as well as the Foundation 
of the Temple of Peace, gathers all -Parties: into himſelf; ſome by 
Comprehenſion in a. wider Conſtitution, others by a ſafe indulgent 
Toleration, which if granted, had been deſired by the leaſt and moſt in- 
confiderable part of the Nation ; for the Dillenters had been fewer than 
now they are, becauſe abundance had been taken into/the propoſed 
Settlement : The Sects have much encreaſed, ſince that time of Papiſts, 
if not other Denominations—. [The King and his wiſe Conncil had a 
perfect full view of all Intereſts, and did weigh out proper Preparatives 
for an healing Effect. | GI; 

2. Itis a Shame and Grief to think that a. divided: Nation 'can be 
fooner compoſed and ſettled; than a broken divided/Chutch,who'have, 
beſides the Motives and Principles of Nature, the maſt gracious :Recon- 
ciler for their Law-giver, the moſt perfe&t Laws of. Love,:the moſt in- 
dulgent Government, under the ſtrift:and indifpetible Duty of Self- 
denial, oppoſite to Self-ſeeking, and ſhould: have the leaſt-Canſiderati- 
on and Regard of a wordly Intereſt, becauſe, They that are of Chriſt, 
they are not of this World 'and having: nothing to-do butito/ pro 
enlarge, and build up Chrift*s Kingdom ' upon: Earth,and for all their 
Self-denial, Services, and Sufferings, have 'the Promiſes of Eternal Life, 
an everlaſting Kingdom, and Thrones in it. - It is a moſt affliting Medi- 
tation,that Church-Divifions are moſt diffticultly healed. What an hum- 
bling Thought is this ! that! a temporal Intereſt divides' 'wordly Men, 
in whom Self prevails, and yet; workdly Men: can unite under general 


Common Laws, becauſe it is their Intereſt to unite z and yet they, who 


of all Men are under the greateſt Obligations to umte, that declare they 
are not of this World, that teach the way of Peace to: others, cannot 
find it themſelves ! But it 1s not Religion; :and: Light, that divide, but 
it is DarkneF,and the Spirit of 'this World. If to us to live were Chriſt, 
then Chriſtian Faith and Love, wonld make us more heavenly, and by 
Conſequence, more united. Popery could never have that Compaſs to 
work-our Ruine in, had we agreed a3 we ſhould have done : Pardon this 
Excurſion ; Pll return. The Church is rent from the Top to the Bottom, 
the King ſurveys it, and hath a Propofal in his Mind, which will not 
only repair the Breaches, but Propegere Religion, as he often ſaid ; he 
ſeems-to be fond of it, he ſpeaks ſo often of it. It was meditated, and 


formed in his Royal Mind while he was in Breda, that it may. not be 
thought an haſty and immature Production, he gives it full time, and 
chertſherth it. And what is it. but his Declaration about Ecclefiaſtical 
Aﬀairs ! It was beheld, as the moſt Royal Iſſue of an happy Mind, as the 
Firſt-born of Church-Peace, m_ the moſt affectionate — 
G3 2 '#) 
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.0Somoſt ivell-bome King'to ia Kingdom that longed: for- him, 


Obſerve, 1. - He offers .mmſelf | as. an Umpire and Reconciler. 
2. He declares, to his-great 'Satisfattion and Comfort, that while he 
was in Holland, 'he found the principal Aſertors of the Presbyterian 
Opinion; full of AﬀeCtion to him, Zeal for 'the Peace of the Church and 
'State, neither Enegies to Epiſcopacy nor Liturgy, but modeſtly defi- 
[ring Alterations without ſhaking Foundations ; and to the ſame purpoſe 
over again; pag. 8. 1! > oe: 
3, He thinks himſelf to be competent to make his Propoſal, and 
derermine'tnany' things in difference, as above-ſaid, ard pag. 4. of the 


- © Declaration. 


 4)* Heiexprefitd/ſome great Conkdence in theBiſhops:: We have not the 
-* leaſt-donbe;} but: dhatithe preſent Biſhops will think the preſent Conceſli- 
+ ong/inadebyuwsitoiallay thereſent Diſtempers, very juſt and reaſona- 
* ble; and: wall vety: chearfully.conform themſelves thereto, pag. 10. 
5. :He:conjured all this loving' Subjects to acquieſce in, and ſubmit to 
that his Declaratiow-concerning/thoſe Ditterences, pag. 18, 19. F 
ITY 3. Di: WH \o 1d”. 315723 11 Y A Dns 5 
,-:3dly;;Youhaveread the King's: Character of the Reforming Divines 
({0'Plt cafl them,:rather thanPresbyterian ) and they made it good, 
.they Itritly followed the Orders in the King's Commillion, made their 
-Exceptions, which they;werei impowered to do, explained, and ſhewed 
the Reafonableneſs of ther: wheanantwered, they replied ; when called 
.to diſpice, they diſputed; arid iwhen:they-ſaw all'was but daſhing againſt 
'aWall;: they petitian:for-Peace,!-both the King and BUbop D <:nO01 
Now to /all them that ſpeak ilightly or fcornfully ; Theſe Men, theſe 
und of Meh ; as if they were ſome Monſters rolling in a troubled Sea, 
and-not ſuffering the Ark of Chriſt's Church to reit, here is ſome ac- 


. - 


-count;iif not Satusfaction; given.  ' 


; Bit after our great hopes of Church-Peace and Union, what followed 
but a diſmal Breach? a Wound thar lies a' bleeding | and they upon 
-whom the Pinacles of the Temple fell, and bruiſed: and-.cruſhed, are 
now inſtead of a cleanly Hoſpital to live in, threatned with- Bridewel, 
.and Pr:ſons,.: and" with that dreadful Sentence of Abjuration. ,.,And 
Chriſtian Reader;iif you doas 1 do, here Grief doth make you-ſtop. 
That any Magiſtrate that hath taken the:Sacrament to prove. himſelf 
a Proteſtant, dare menace, or. admoniſh any Chriſtian Miaiſter to do 
-what he cannot: do,.'or. forſwear his native Country } And wo be to 
England, when a Minifter.of Chriſt, ſucceſsful-in his Work, not imagi- 
inary but real, ſhall be cartied tothe Sea-fide, and; ſwear he will never 
return to his Native Country: ;-:and that ſuch Miniſters ſhall not have as 


_ Much as a can Houſe or Barn to preach the Goſpel «JG int 


But who' made the Breach ? who hindred the hopeful Cloſure ? ſelf- 
willed, obſtinate Nonconformiſts ? The Nonconformity to the Law-of 
'Love, Peace, Meckneſs, Forbearance, hath done the Miſchief. The 
King's Declaration would have done what the Act of Uniformity could 
not WO, but we may look, and find the firlt Cauſe to lie between them 
both. 219 | 

. To lay this open, :compare but ſome words in the Kirig?s Commilſi- 
on, with ſome of the Anſwers of the Anti-reforming Commullioners, 
and then judg imparrtially. Eb te: 

The King according to his Declaration, gave his Commiſſion to an 
equal number of Divines of both:Perſwaſions, bearing date March 25, in 
the thirteenth Year'of his Reign. I | 

CUe in the Accompliſhment of our ſatd TUfll and Jntent,— 
vo autho2tze you — to adviſe tipon, and review the ſain Book 
of Common-Þ2ayer, comparing it with the moſt ancient Litur- ' 
nies of the pureſt Times, — to take to yaur ſerious Conſide- 
ratfon, the ſeveral Directions, Rules, Foxns of Payer, and 
things in th2? Book of Common-]?:ayer contained, to adviſe, 
conſult upon and about the ſame, and the ſeveral Objections and 
Exceptions, which ſhall now be raiſed againſt the ſame 3; and, if 
occaſion be, to make ſuch reaſonable and neceſſary Alterations, 
Corrections, and Amendments therein, — as ſhall be a- 
greed upon to be needful and erpedient, fo2 the giving Satts- 
faction to tender Conſciences, 8c. 

The Biſhops, &c. anſwer, © On the contrary we judg, That 
© if the Liturgy ſhould be altered, as 1s there required, not only a Multi- 
© tude, but the Generality of the ſobereſt and moſt Loyal Children of 
© the Church of Exgland would juſtly be offended, fince ſuch an Alterati= 
© on would be a virtual Conceſſion, that this Liturgy was an intolerable 
© Burthen-to tender Conſciences, a direct Cauſe of Schiſm, a: ſyper- 
© ſtitious Uſage ( upon which Pretences it is here deſired to be altered 
© which would at once juſtify all thoſe'who have; obſtinately ſeparated 
© from- it,,as the only. pious, tender-conſcienced Men, and condemn/all 
* thoſe that | have adhered to it, -in conſcience of their Duty and Loy- 
© alty, with the loſs. and hazards of their Eſtates, and Fortunes, as 
© Men ſuperſtitious, ſchiſmatical, and void of Religion and Conſcience. 
© For-theſe Reaſons and,;thoſe that follow, we cannot conſent. to fiich 
.* an Alteration asils:deſired,-till theſe -Pretences be proved. 42Gb 
©: And now .it. might ealily-appear to; them, what afterwards cameito 
paſs ; but let us obſerve ; | 5 Te EP 
of as ; 1, There 
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122 The Confdxniff's ThirdPlea 


- 1.” Thereis no doubt but ſome of them knew what his Majeſties Pro- 
-poſal was, for the Propagation of the Proteſtant Religion ; being his 
Chaplains and chief Miniſters about him, and ſome of them ( if I am 
'not miſ-informed ) made ſome Alterations and Amendments in the 
"King's Declaration. bb | 

2. They do inanifeſt an Opinion of the Reforming Divines, inconſi- 
-Nenr with the Charater which his Majeſty gave of them, as grave and 
learned Miniſters ,, ard proceed with them according to a mean and un- 
charitable Opinion. 

3. If they ſaw no neceſſity of any Alterations: 1. They diſſented 
© from, the Judgment of as eminent Divines of the 
See Firſt Plea, p.22, Church, as any in it. 2. They do not agree a- 
&c. Þ. 32- mong themſelves ; for Mr. Thorndike, one of them, 

| thought a Reformation was neceilary to Union. 
3. They made ſome Alterations, ſuch as were pleaſing to them, though 
not ſatisfaftory to others. 4. They deſtroy the King's Suppoſition, and 
the reaſon of his Propoſal, for the Propagation of the Proteitant Reli- 
gion, Peace of the Church, ſatisfying tender Conſaences, &c. 

4. If they were commiſſioned to adviſe, &c. then had it not been a 
great Satisfaction to the whole Church, and an effeCtual way to ſilence 
the cavilling Opponents ( if they were but Cavillers)? 1. To have 
anſwered their Reply. 2. to have petitioned his Majeſty for a longer 
time, to have heard them out, but when el ht Points were to be diſpu- 
ted, they had only time for one of them, being the laſt day of their 

| Commiſſion. It was about giving the Sacrament 

If I am miſt«k'nin to Perſons that ſcruple kneeling ; about which there 
ny of thiſe thm,s, 4% was a Diviſion among themſelves: Some of them 
"1 - im 27 held that we are not to refuſe to give it to them 
refed by a rr Heſtory That kneel not,but to give it to them that kneel: the 
of theſe Puſſ.iges. words of the Rubrick being, —The Miniſter ſhall take 

in beth kinds himſelf, — and deliver # into the hands of 

the People kneeling ;, as if the ſenſe were, we are to give the Sacrament 
into the hands of the People kneeling ; but are not forbid to give it to 
I _ themthat donor kneel : Dr.G.Dr.P. and Dr.S. were 
Now Lord Biſhops for this lax Interpretation 5 others Dr. M. now 
of Ely, Cheſter, Biſhop of Winckeſter, was for the rigid ſenſe, that 
Norwich. the People mult kneel, or we mult not give it. And 
| Dr. P. now Dean of Salizbury, offered to maintain 
See Mr. B*s De- againſt Mr. Baxter, that it way an AC of Mercy 
fence againſt. Mr. to thoſe that ſcruple and refuſed to receive the 
Clieney., p4g.38. Sacrament kneeling, to deny them the Communion 
of the Church therein ; but the Commiſſioners of 
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his own fide reſtrained him. - 4, How little did ſome of them care for- 

the King's conjuring then, to acquieſce in, and ſubmit to his Declarati-- 

on? -Qr, tho his Majeſty thought himſelf competent to propoſe ( a. 

| Remedy ) they thought him not, or elſe they would have adviſed a little 
further, having ſo great a charge from him, giviag him hopes of their 
Compliance, and ſeeing the Peace and Settlement of the Church ſo 
much concerned in it, and the Houſe of Commons approving of it, to- 
whom they awned an Acknowledgment for their Servixe dane;for. 
them, they might have mage their Memorial þletled to all Generations, 
as Healers and Peace-makers, | 

And now it is plain that thoſe who ruled moſt in thoſe Councils, ex- 

erciſed a kind of Soveraignty over the Reaſon of all others, and waited - 
for a Parliament and Convocation that ſhould at once filenee Objetions, - 
and anſwer Petitions. | 

Since thoſe Tranſactions, the reforming Divines never had but one: 
or two Opportunities of treating and compoſing our doleful Differen- 
ces 3 the Compoſers agreed ; but the Houſe of Commons hearing of it, 
voted againit bringing in a Bill of Comprehenſion, and the Reverend. 
Dr. Burnet, in the Lite of theGreat Sir Matthew Hale, gives us the Rea-- 
fons that prevailed at that time againit it. And if I may not be too te- 
dious, I wilt crave teave totranſcribe his Lines, 

But two Parties appeared vigorouſly againſt this De- Pag. 70,71, 72,73 
fign ( of Comprehenſion by Law ) the one was of ſome | 
zealous Clerry-Men, who thought it below the Dignity of the Church to alter 
Laws, and change Settlements for the ſake of ſome, wham they eſteemed Schiſe _ 
maticks;, they alſa believed it was better to keep them out of the Church, thay 
bring them. unto it, fince a Faftion npen that would ariſe in the Church, 
which they thought might be more dangerous than the Schiſm it ſelf was. ' Bee 
fides, they faid, if ſome things were now to be changed in compliance with the 
Humor of a Party, as ſoon as that was done, another Party might demand 
ather Conceſſions, and there might be as good Reaſons invented for theſe as for- 
thoſe ;, ſuch Conceſſions might alſo ſhaks thoſe of our own Communion, 
and tempt them to for ſake #4, and go over to the Church of Rome, pretending 
that we changed fo often, that they were thereby imclined to be of a Church thas 
was conſtant and true to her ſelf ; and theſe Reaſons wrought on the far greates 
part of the Haufe of Commons ——. There were others that oppoſed it npon very 
different Ends : They deſigned te ſhelter the Papiſts from the Execution of the: 
Law, and ſaw clearly that nothing monld bring in Popery ſo well as a Toleration ; 
but to tolerate - Popery bare-faced, would have ſtartled tbe Nation too muck, 
ſo it was neceſſary to hinder all the Propufitions for Union, ſecing the kgeping up» - 
the Differences was the beſt calour they could for getting the Taleration to: 
paſs, only as lackening the Laws againſt Diſfjenters, whoſe Numbers and was 4 

x ada. 
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| made it adviſcable to have ſome regard to them ; and under this pretence Pope. 
ry might have crept in more covered, and leſs regarded : ſo theſe Councils being 
more acceptable ro ſome concealed Papiſts then in Power, as has -ſince:appeared 
roo evidently, the whole Projett for gms ones was let fall, and thoſe who 
had ſet it afoot, came to be looked on with an evil Eye, as ſecret Favourers of 
Diſſenters, Underminers of the Church, and every thing elſe that Fealouſy and 
Diſt afte could caſt on them. | 

I do not queſtion but this excellent Hiſtorian hath given us a faithful 
account of the Reaſons againſt Comprehenſion, as he received them 
from thoſe eminent Perſons engaged 1n it, or ſome that knew them ; 
and I will make bold to calt ſome RefleCtions upon them. 

1. On the one part ſome zealous Church-men, who thought it below 
the Dignity of the Church to alter Laws, &c. But when it is more a- 
greeable to their Spirit and Ends, it is no Indignity to change mo, 
derate Laws into more ſevere ; nor, to praCtiſe arbitrarily beyond 
Laws. 

2. They who rationally and conſcienciouſly diſſent, are eſteemed 
Schiſmaticks : but retaining all other their Opinions and Principles, and 
abating the rigor of their Diſſent, by -conforming, would they be of 
the Church, or ſtill eſteemed Sciſmaticks ? By this Notion, the Confor- 
milt, qua tals, is no Schiſmatick; and the Nonconformiſt, quaten: 
ſuch, is a Schiſmatick. Conformity takes .away all name of Schiſm : 
But then the Queſtion might be, Whether the Nonconformiſt be a States 
{ſchiſmatick, or a Church-ſchiſmatick ? and, whether he was a Schiſma- 
tick, when he treated about, and petitioned for Peace and Union ?.and 

What hath made him to be one ſince ? TH 
© 3: They are afraid of Faction : but do thoſe Fears ariſe from a Ca- 
tholick or a FaCtious Spirit ? Are there not factions Spirits in the 
Church, that harbour fa&tious Aﬀections, and utter factions Words, 
contrary to true Charity ? | | 

4. And what if other Parties might demand Conceſſions ? Either 
thoſe Conceſſions were rational, becoming the Wiſdom, Peaceableneſs, 
and Grace of the Church, or not ; methinks it*s a Royal Dignity in the 
Church, to make reaſonable Conceſſions : if they are unreaſonable, un- 
chriſtian, impious and the like,the Church may deny them with Honour. 
But theſe Sons. and Fathers, ' repreſent the Church like a ſtately :Lady 
that keeps Chamber, and muſt not be ſpoken-to. ERS 4924 

. 5. Butreally, are there ſuch among us, as taking Offence, might go 
over to the Church of Rome, conſtant and true to her ſelf * How muchdo 
they owe to the Nonconformiſts for' their Company and Communion |! 
How inclinable are they to Rome, that are ready to''depart:upon ſmall 
Conceſſions ! TheConſtancy of the-Church of. Rome, is asinſeparable.@ 
Property 
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Diſhonour of many of our Church, and much tothe Honour' of the! - 
Noneonformifts, that whatever they ſuffer, there 'is no danger that rhey 
. will-turn Papiſts': But weak Reaſons have great force-in them, when' 
they that are narrow in their Charity, and powerful in Place, have the 
Management of them. | | | 
6. The World is too apt to be jealons; but have not the Nonconfor-: 
miſts ſome Reafonitoibe jealous of this ſort of zealous Clergy-men,/that/ 
there is ſome Agreement, or Bargain: between themand 'the'Friends' 
and Kinſmen.of the Church of Rome ? that both ſhall agree to keep the 
Noncenformiſts out ? And is not the Church of Rome better conditioned, 
and better-natured than theſe zealous Clergy-men ? for there is not 
a Nonconformiſt but. may be entertained among them,.. without fear of 
encreaſing a Faction. Fan] WS of 
7. It is not a very doubtful thing, whether our zealous 'Clergy-men 
are the beſt or the worſt ſort of our Clergy, that argue ſo ſtifly againſt 
a legal Comprehenſion of the Orthodox Nonconformiſts, with Reaſons of 
ſo little weight, or that are ſa little ſenſible of the Uſefulneſs, and Ser=: 
yiceableneſs of the Abilities of the Nonconformiſts, to the''great-andcry- 
ing need of Souls. | r..: hen | 
8, This is a Vindication of the Norconformifts from bringing in of 
Popery ; for the way of getting into the Papiſts hath been the ſhutting 
.out of them ; they hope to get by ' a Toleration. There would-be no 
eolourable Reaſons for a Toleration,.if it were not a pretended Favour: 
to'the Nonconformifts. Take away Nonconformity as much as you can, 
and you take away the faireſt pretence for a Toleration. They that 
appear _ the uniting of Proteſtants upon Catholick Terms, ſerve 
the Popiſh Turn and Intereſt, and are effeCtually ill Friends to the Pro-: 
teſtant Intereſt,and by Conſequence our excluding Impoſitions do-more: 
real Hurt than Good, to the Proteſtant Church of England: © i 7111 
-g.. The diſſenting/ Proteſtants may know who are their Friends, and: 
who their | Enemies; and - what Potent Enemies they have, they 
have--the Zealous Clergy againſt them, and the Politick: Potent Pa- 


ilt. 4! Df 29 gl ; | tie 
4 10. We ſee” the little: Confidence cor | Aſſurance we have of the Con- 
ſtancy of manythat axe in;the Communion- of the Church: of England ; 
- for if the receiving of the Proteſtant Dilſſenters upon Catholick Terms, 
be hazardous'of lofing,' or of the revolt: of them to the Church of Rome, . 
asthe more-.conſtant-and true. to:her ſelf, then what! wilb:become of 
nm, if Popery. ſhould-{o far obtain, as:to'be able to give:theni-Counte- 
nance and/Fayour ?: for if /they- are ſo inclinkble to revolt for the Con- 
deſcentions of the Church,” in ſome _—_ extra-eſſential to the Church) 
£320! ; , _ upon | 
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upon ſhety of Inconſtancy,. what would” they be,, when our Church is 
like to be loſt, or ſuppreſt ? | | 
 » 11. 'Whether there is not .a latent untruſty Party of: ſchiſmatical 
Formaliſts in the Church, that are Schiſmaticks depoſirive ? for it ſeems 
they cannot bear the Reconciliation, and Reſtitution of the ejected ; and 
if they are upon that in danger of apoſtattzing, to the Church of Roxe,, 
are they not .in danger of becoming the rankeſt Schiſmaticks! in the 
World, by returning Members of an apoſtate, ſchifmatical Church, the 
Mother 'of Schiſms ? | 
12. By this, among other Reaſons, I am eonvineed that it is the Duty 
of all ſound and ſincere Proteſtants of the Church of England, to pray 
for and by all peaceable-ways to endeavour the re-admyſion of all ſound: 
Proteſtant-Ditſenters, and a Catholick Union ' of us all. And 1 am con- 
vinced the learned Biſhop Coſins ſaw the State of Religion, when he de- 
clared in his laſt Teſtament, that x was the great Duty of us all to unite. 
And how much we- are bound to acknowledg, and with all due Honour 
to remember the Loyal and Chriſtian Endeavours of our late Parlia- 
ments. te unite us. I did at firſt de{iign to compare the foreſaid Decla- 
ration,: towhich, if turned into an Aft, the Nonconformifts would haye 
conformed ; and the Act of Uniformity to which they .cannot contora, 
for a:farther llluſtration of the deſpiſed Caſe of the Nonconformifts ; but 
hope there'is enough fpoken to inform the leſs knowing, and to-con- / 
firm the more knowmeg, in their charitable Opinion of them. I have 
traced the:divided/Rivers to the Head of them ; and for that reaſon, 
that/Fruth:may appear. From all this you may ſee.a Concord between: 
the:King propoſing, and the Honfe of Commons, by their Thanks, ap- 
proving of it ; and the major part of the Noxconformiſtsready to ſubmit 
wit. On the other fide, you fee the Biſhops and Do@aors dillen- 
ting'from-the King and Commons ( that reitored them). andithe re- 
y wg Divines; and not fo concordant in their Sentiments and Opi+- 
rkons, as 2 denominate them unanmous, and: could [they have exten- 
ded'therr- Charity: but wide: enough, they had provided well fora more 
durable Peace, defended with Conſiderations, againſt which; but few 
would have drawn out the ſmall Powers of their M{-underſtandings, tg 
Sive trouble to ar. There was not an xxatt Unifortmity-in their Notions 3. 
2 EEE -nacellary/ to: ithe »Chuneh's : Settlement 2. 
Mr. Dhbrnatkg' wrote for t.; and when the »Commulioners ef *borh: 
Gdes,\ beganoodiſpore, -it (was ſeaſonably cloſed; np ;teftthe Diſagree+ 
mentsof-rhe/tanti-reforming-lide had more appeared'; fome of whom 
vndertook:2he 2Conduct of. others, .under- whom! a [Promoter of their 
Deſign, the L-vd- Chantttior: ##ide, appearettiand ated; (who: wthe- 
Year 1641, was: Chair-man ofthe Committee againſt the ny 
| Orners 
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others gave Reputation, but little Addition-of Help'; others were ne 
ouſly inſtrumental, ſome by their Learning, others with etr cagernels, 
and others with their keen and inverate Antipathy gal ſome.,if.not all 
of the reforming ſide,and differed in as manyPoints from the DoCtrine of 
the Church, as the Nonconformiſts differed from the Diſcipline and Cere- 
monies of the Church, and were doctrinal Nonconformiſts. And it isclear, 
that they did not humbly and brotherly adviſe, nor maturely debate ther 
matters committed to them,ard not dovbting of an hopeful manageable 
Number of the ſucceeding Parhament, their Reſolutions paſled into an 
A&t,they took no more notice of the King's Declaration,than to make an 
hiltorical mention of it, that ſuch a thing had been, but enact nothing 
commended by it, in mittigation or favour to the Diſſenting-ſide, requi- 
ring more Conditions, and adding heavy Penalties, which that Parlia- 
ment in the latter times of it would have abated ;' byt it was too late, 
as was faid elſe-where. This is the A to which the Nonconformifts 
cannot conform ; and they have given ſuch Reaſons, and ſo many, for 
this paſſive Nonconformity, that as many good Men as I know, arg 
ſorry they have ſo much to fay, and their diſguſted Adyerſaries are 
diſpleaſed and.incenſed with them, .and no Man bs thought yet to give 
l Fall and ſufficient Anſwer to them, being rather ſlighted than 4%) thy 
red ; or what the one takes in a ſtrict and honeſt ſenſe, the other is fain 
to expound in a very, general, and well-meaning, ſenſe. according tq 
one, more may conform than yet have conformed, according to the 
other; there are but, few, if 'ariy, that have. conformed, in my acquain- 
tanice.. This being in, part ſpoken to in the Firſt Plea, I cannot ſtay 
any longer upon this Head, but paſs to the-other Conſideration of Non- 
conformity. | | 
2. Nonconformity taken att5vely and poſitively ;, and that is proacing 
and performing other Non Facecilts, as it is commonly faid, con- 
trary to Law,by forbidden Men, and ina diſallowed way. And for this 
ſeveral Nonconformiſt Minilters are at this time hunted, moleſted, and 
admoniſhed, according to the ſtrifteſt Form of Law, in order to Baniſh- 
ment with Abjuration, or to be proſecuted as Felons, in caſe'of their 
Obſtinacy and Refuſal : Some of them haye apologized for their preach- 
ing in ſuch a manner, that if they are not anſwered in a rational, peace- 
able.convincing way, they will not be afed. as rational: Men, and their 
Sufferings wiltbe the more harſh, but not more hard to be born by them, 
becauſe they have given Reaſons for their, Attions, which will ap- 
pear to them Shes Ln ig ap and that agen their nehont 'g 
more comfortable or elſe their Oppreflors are. the more; implacable, 
and then they muſt the more meekly; acquieſce in ſic divine Pleaſure; as 
called forth to ſuffer. The Reveren _ Baxter hath written an Apology 
. | | 
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28 The Confoaniſfs Third Plea 
for the Nonconformiſt Miniſtry, dedicated to fix of the Right Reverend 
Biſhops, by Name, ard a Petition, - which deſerves the ſerious peruſal 
'of their Lordſhips,. and all other Miniſters, Magiltrates, afid Gentlemen, 
that they may ether ſatisfy them, or be ſatixied by them. The Cafe 
is momentous, becauſe the Salvation of Souls, the many perſonal and 
real Sufferings' of Men in Bodies -and Eftates, the hcaling of Divitions, 
and ſettling of the Church, are unconceiveably touched, and corcerned 
in it : Mr. Fobn Treughton hath written a Book with the ſame Title, upon 
the fame Argument. And altho the Right Reverend Biſhop of Cork. 
hath done well in dealing faithfully with Mr. B. the did ill in yot dealing 
fairly with that Book, and worſe in expoſing him as uncapable, unht 
to propole Terms of Peace; by which I think that Excellent Biſhop 
hath not ſeen his Terms of Concord, 2d part. | | 
- And this being ſtated, let us modeſtly conſider': 
1. Whether this their poſitive Nonconformity be not capable of 
an Apology ? | 
2... Whether it” be not an hard caſe to ſilence, ſuppreſs, and'puniſh 
them for endeavouring- the-Good of precious Souls ? | 
For the firſt; 
- 1, No Chriſtian ſhould doubt that the Office of. the Miniſtry is origi- 
nally from Jeſus Chriſt, and not of Men. The extraordinary and or- 
dinary Office of the Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments are derived 
fromthe ſame Divine Supream Authority. He that 'made the Apoftles 
ti {9g 1h; able Miniſters of the New-Teſtament, hath made, 
2 Cor. 3. 5, 6... and makes all other lawful; fitted, and faithful Mi- 
S niſters, Miniſters of the New-Teſtament ;7 it 1s 
their Gift, and their Learning, their Office and Work, to declare and 
publiſh that. New-Teſtament, or Covenant of Grace, the Commands, 
Conditions, Privitedges, and Promifes, of it, to, call and invite Sinners 
to It, xo accept of the Grace therein revealed, to ſubmit to the Com- 
mands'of it, perform the Conditions atid Duties required, to make 
them thereby _ of the Priviledges and Promiſes annexed to.it, and 
to train up; edity, build, comfort, and perfect all that are in it. "This 
is an Office neceſſary, uſeful and proper to his Kingdom. | 
as pe 3 - 2, They who arecalledand ſent by Chriſt, and 
_- Qui ſecit-nos.idone< ; | X xs R o | 
& ah 7.75 according to his' Mind, are qualified, prepared 
modo fecir ? pc Spine and inſtrutted for their. Work and. Office, by the 
tem ſoun tanquam per - Holy Ghoſt, who was promiſed and ſent by Jeſus 
Priaciphum effetivum;;- Chriſt. - $24 | 
per. Gratimn : Spiri-ids - - tg | 
ranquam , per principi-. , 


um formal, E:ft. Da- © 'red And "fitted for their: Work ; 


3. Being in ſome lower meaſure. at firſt prepa- 
| a- Ted Ang utteotl | k; the Holy Gholt's 
vananitus'in c-p.1.24 "the prime, 'and effectual Moor thein toexerciſe 
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thoſe. Gi which they have. recejved in; the Seryice of their Maſter in 
WORE wilt. Ard, this that great and; folemn\ Jnterrogatory, 
which ;requires.a ſincere, ſenſible, ſolemn, and ſerious Anſwer, . our 
Ordication doth put out of doybt.; .Do you truſt 

that you-are-inwardly. moved by the, Holy. Ghoſt, The | ordering of | 
to take upon; you. this, Office, |? Ayfw. 1 Deacons. | 
truſt ſo... .. "1 L 5x04 U7Y T5 | | 

4.. Being prepared. and, moved by, the Holy Ghoſt, they offer them- 
ſelves unto, ard are called by. ſome m a Church ( where a Church is 
conſtituted ) to excrcife thoſe Abilities, received. from Chrift by the 
Holy Spirit, for ,the Exds. of; the Goſpel, the Salvation. of. .immortal 
Souls, LP ih; Moi) Vinh); | L013 YO: 

Fe. Al] that the Biſhops and, Paſtors of the; Qhurch are required to 
do, or can do as Ordainers,..4$; to try their Fitneſs ard Diſpoſition, and 
finding:them fit, to approve ard, ſeparate them to the Office of the Mt- 
niltry,. to declare. them to: have Authority, to exhort them to Duli- 
gence and F airhfulneTs in their Office, and to teſtify this to the Church. 

*6. No Biſhop or, Paſtors: can, jultly refuſe, and;juitify the refufal be- 
fore Jeſus Chrilt, to whom they mult give an account; of ;any Perſon 
duly qualified with neceſſary Qualiicarions for the Miniſtry ; for it is-a 
Sin to refuſe him, whom Chriſt hath by his Spirit fitted for, and excited 
to his Work by his Spirit. | 1 53-60 
' 7. As long as, their Gifts and Abilities are continued, and the Holy 
Ghoſt doth contmue his. gracious Mations.and Aſliſtances,. ſo.long.theſe 
Miniſters myſt continue 1 tha Exerciſe, ayd diſcharge of their Office z 
for there 15 the ſame Reaſon to, contiaue; them, ;as there, was to admit 
thzm, they” continuing the ſame:. \ attic J of x 3 
\ , 8. Their fitneſs for the Work of the Miniſtry conſiſting: in foundnei$ 
of Knowledg and Faith, aptneſs to teach, gift of. Utterance, declared 
Reſolutions,and undertakipg'to.teachand dg what Chriſt hath. comman- 
ded,” with Perſeverance therein,as a Guide and Exampleto;the Flock,are 
ſufficient Conditions of admittance into the Miniſtry of the, Goſpel. To 
do all things decently and in order,, and. to Editfication, are neceſſary by. 
the Law. of Chriſt's Kingdom, and not indifferent. It may: well-bs 
queſtioned, whether any Man otherwiſe fitted: for. the Miniſtry, fhould- 
be refuſed, becauſe he refuſeth to ſubſcribe, vow,-promiſe, declare, to 
any doubtful, controverted: Conditions of Admiſſion- or -Continuance . 
which are commonly invented by.controverſial, contentious, and in 
rious Men, who do not only propoſe. their Conceptions to- others, -bur 
make them a. Standard and Meaſure to regulate.other Mens Minds, and 
Prattices;z and not only ſo, but think it;meer,, that all. ſhall be puniſhe@ 
that diſagree, and diſſent fromthem. ... | 


For 
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30 The Confonnif's Third Plea — 

For the Confirmation of theſe "things, with the Authority” of the 
Church of England ; Ler us obſerye the Form of ordering Prieſts and 
Deacons : The Preface ſaith, © The Biſhop knowing either by himſelf, 
* or by ſafficient Teſtimony any Perſon to be of vertuous Converſation, 
*and without Crime, and after Examination and Trial, finding him 
< learned in the Latine Tongue, and ſufficiently inſtructed in Holy Scrip- 
* ture, may — admit him Deacon -—. The Bilhop faith to the Arch 
* Deacon, Take heed that the Perſons, whom, you preſent unto us, be 
© apt and meet for their Learning, and Godly Converſation —. The 
© Biſhop examines them in the preſence of afl the People — Do you 
© truſt you are inwardly moved by the Hoty Ghoſtto take upon you this 
* Office —- ? Do you think you are truly called according to the Will 
© of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt — ? Do you unfeignedly believe all the Cano- 
* nical Scripture of the Old and New Teſtament? Then opening his 
* Office, he asks him, Will you do this gladly and willingly ? Will you 
* apply your Diligence to frame and faſhion your own Lives, and of 
* your Families, according to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and be Examples 
© of the Flock of Chriſt — ? The other Queſtion relares to the Govern- 
ment of this Church, _as Obedience to the'Ordinary, and his godly Ad- 
monitions, which is a local Condition, in order to their Admillion un- 
der our Church-form of Government, which is diſputed by ſome of the 


Parties when any is preſented to the Prieſt-hood : The Biſhop cautions 


the Arch-Deacon ; © Take heed that the Perſons whom you preſent un- 


*to us, be apt and meet, for their Learning and godly Converſation, 


6 | erciſe their Miniſtry duly, to the honour of God, and the edify- 
q ink his Church —. I think them fo to be : Then ſhall the Biſhop ſay 
*unto the People, Good People, thefe are they whom we purpoſe, 
© God willing, to receive this day nnto the Holy Office of Prieſt-hood ; 
© for after due Examination we find not to the contrary, but that they 
< be lawfully called to their Function and Miniſtry, and that they be 
* Perſons meet for the fame. = pt 5a 
Note from this, that Learning and Godly Converſation are the 
conſtituting Qualifications of a Man lawfully called to the FunC&tion of 
Miiltry. YRS. os 
pr the Collect afterwards, they pray God to repleniſh them with the 
+ Truth of his Doftrine, adorn them'with Innocency of Life, that both 
* by Word and good Example, they may faithfully ſerve him in this 
© Office, &c. Then- follow the Epiſtle and Goſpel ; after which the 
* Oath of Supremacy is given,and after that, an Exhortation to remem- 
< ber their high Dignity, and weight of their Charge;'z. e.'to be Meſſer- 
* gers, Watchmen, Stewards of the Lord,” to teach, .premoriſh, feed, 
* provide for the Lord's Family, to ſeek Chriſt's Sheep thatare dif] _ 
» 
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« abroad, and. for his. Childrep, who. are in the midſt of this naughty ' 
eWorld, that they may be ſaved through Chriſt for ever. Have always 
© rrinted in-your Memories. how great a Treaſure is committed to your 
© Charge, the Sheep of Chriſt, bougtit with his ©. 
© Death — the Congregation which:you ſerve is Aways _— _ — 
© his Spouſe and: his Body —-. Andif it ſhall happen Reſe vits 5 Fas. ow 
© any Member of that Church take any hurt by your 4d#2»ed, and 4 perſe- 
© Negligence, ye know the Greatneſs of the Fault, 4 njpe#ron reqwirea, 
© and alſo the horrible Puniſhment that will enſue--, « mnoes = ak 
; 4. | rem Ta of} pivg 5 

* See that you never ceafe your Labour, your Care ;2he,; Convenricling. 
© and Diligence, until you have done all that lieth 
*in you, to bring all under your Charge, to Agreement in Faith, ard 
©Ripenels of Age in Chriſt, that there be:no Error ig Religion, or Vict-- 
* ouſneſs of Life—; ye ought to pray carneſtly for his holy Spiyit—., confi-- 
© der how {tudious you ought to ben reading and learning the-Scriptures, 
© and framing your Manners, and of yours, according to the Scriptures ; 
© and for this Cauſe ye ought to lay alide all worldly Cares and Studies 
* we have.good hope that you.haye clearly determined by God?s Grace, 
© to give your. ſelves: wholly. to | this Ofhce, whereunto it hath pleaſed 
COST T6... inch wa wid... tek 

This is enough to prove their Fitneſs and'their Call tothe Mittiltry ; 
and ſuch as axe thus fitted, are admitted and ordained. 

9. It is ſo far from being any part, of their Office, that it is altogetlier 
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inconſiſtent with it, to difturh the Peace. or fow, Sedition againſt Hea- 


then Magiſtrates, - or to derogate from their Authority, mach more to- 
do any ſuch thing againſt Chriſtian Magiſtrates that profeſs the. Truth,. 
to whom fhey are engaged by more and itriter Bonds. wand: 

10. Their Perſons and Eſtates are Iubjeft to the Magiſtrates Powen 
and Laws, their Conſtiences to |/God, and in him and for him, to them- 
as his Ordipance ; but to require. more of them, than of other Subjects, 
carries in it a vehement Suſpicion, injurious to Religion, becauſe a Suſpi- 
cion: of them more than orhers. | 

11, They cannot 'impoſe themſelves upon any People, as their 
Teachiers, but if any are deſirous of their Labours, or accept their.Pains,, 
and'/find. benefit thereby,, how |can, they that are given to the Work,, 
refuſe,tonſtruct and muniſter:to. them, any more than Paut and Szlzxs," 
when conſtrained by the importunity of Lyaia ? As 16. 15: Will it not 
inſtil an ill Opinion of our Rulers, and Laws, if they ſhall ſay, Good 
People, I would preach, inſeru®, exhort, and comfort yoy, but dare 
not, I am forbidden, and_.it. | way, coſt me my Liberty, and more 
than I am worth ? Would .it. ner. be a, fowing .of Sedition among the. 


People,. to tell them, Orthodox and faithful,. and: $Kilful Mb 
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- al not preach the Truth, no nor in Corners, except to/a very 
ew : þ} oth; WE td 

12. Their Office is Divine, ard their Calling not of Men, bitof God, 
their chief Zncouragements are ſpiritual and heavenly, but they 
ought to be protected, encouraged, and maintained, with all needful 
and competent Subliſtence, for their bodily and miniſterial Support, and: 
Comforrt in their Work, and live of the Goſpel. 

13.. The. Temporalitics in the Donation of the Supream Powers, or 
private' Parronage, may be given to whom they pleaſe, bur ſtill as ac- 
countable to God ; they ſhould not be denied to Perfons fitted for the 
Work of the Miniſtry, nor given to Men more ſuitable to their Fancies, 
than the Mind of God : Magiſtrates and Patrons have Rules for 


4 
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their Direction, as Inferioprs. have for theirs. 

14. And therefore Superiours have need of great Wiſdom and Warj- 
veſs to diſcern who are fit and worthy, and who not, and what are the 
neceſſary Conditions to capacitate Men, for the temporal Rewards and 

- Subliſtence, leſt by their unneceſſary Jealouſy, and Arbitrary Qualifica- . 
tions, they reject Men that are furniſhed with the moſt neceilary Quali- 
fications of Learning, and Holineſs, which contain Peace and Honeſty. 
Men- that fear a Net, may ſtarve for want of Corn : It' is hard Fare to 
ſwallow and eat Scruples of Conſcience. | 

15- Governours may deprive Miniſters of their Temporal Mainte- 
nance, remove them from their Stations for their Non-compliance wich 
their Laws and Orders, but no humane Power can deprive them of 
what they could not givethem,' nor take' away fromthem, wiz. their 
miniſterial Abilities and Authority. 'I think it clear, nothing'can eject 
them, or un-make them, but the Privation of thoſe things which could 
make them Miniſters. 

The Crimes for which Miniſters might be depoſed are, either Impi- 
ety, Unrighteouſneſs, and Immorality, few in Number, but 'grofs in 
Quality. | X 

Ard leſt I be thought too poſitive, let me propound fome Que- 
 ſtions. EL 

1. Whether thoſe Men who are fitted by Chriſt for the Miniſtry, that 
are moved and aſlliſtzd by the Holy Ghoſt, that are devoted to Chriſt 
and his Work, that are invited to preach by many, that aremoved with 
Compaſſion towards many People that want, that have had Succeſs in 
their Labours, are not obliged in Conſcience'to preach the Goſpel, as 
often, as much, and to as many as they can ? 

2. Whether it be a ſufficient Reaſon to refuſe to admit ſuch, other- 
wiſe able and worthy Men, or to *ejet and ſilence them, becauſe they 
cannot ſubſcribe,ſwear,declare, what a few Men, without asking —_ 

an 


tions with. the fairly,and' equally.choſen Repreſentatives; of the whole. 
a StiUIL 1 | PF0- 1 
renation ; and. why not ; 
before framing Conditions, upon/ which, Continuance or Deprivation-; 
did depend of many hundreds of able Miniſters ? I do not queſtion the* 
lawful Authority of Governours,, or detract from Order and Govern- 
ment ;. but the Queſtion is, Whether Rater ſhould wholly. rejett ſuch. 
Men as are duly qualified with Gifts necellary for the Office' of the Mini- 
ſtry, who refuſe no Catholick, but Conditions dubious in their Senſe,, © 
and unneceſlary in their nature and kind ? x 
3. Butgranting that the Rulers of the Church, can juſtify to Chriſt 
their Rejection of qualified Men, which, is not paſt doubt, from thoſe. 
publick Stations and Endowments of the Church and charge of Souls; 
yet what Harm or Danger can come to precious Souls by the profitable | 
and wholſome Labours of learned, judicious and ſound Chriſtian Mini- 
ſters, endowed with-the Gifts and Graces of the Spirit of. Chriſt, the 
Spirit of the Catholick Church!? Why ſhould not they, preach the 
'ord.? Why may not People hear them ? ' Or, why ſhould not we ac-. 
cept their Help, and repute them. our Fellow-Labourers, and rejoyce in. 
their Succeſs ! een 
4. Have any of us that conform, heard any of them vent in the Pul- 
pits in former times, while they had the Liberty of their Pulpits, any 
diſloyal, or rebellious. Doctrine ? any Fanaticiſm inconſiſtent with ſound | 
Reaſon, and the.Qracles of God, the Faith of the Catholick, or Refor- 
med Churches ?. Name. the 'Men, .admoniſh them, labour to reclaim 
them, and teſtify againſt them. | If they were ſuch Seeds-men, why did 
not the Church after her Reſtitution cite them, and proceed againſt 
them 'to Excommunication and/Ejettion, as intolerable Men ? But on: 
the contrary, Do we not remember our ſelyes, and have we not heard 
others, remember what manner of Men they were, both in_the Uni-' 
yerſities and Conntries ? Do we not remember ſome 'of them, .as Go-, 
yernours of Colledges, as Tutors, as Preachers in the Univerſity, City, 


- and Country ? and why may not they, who have been our Teachers, 
+teach- others ? by whom we are ſaved and effeZtually called,, by whom 


"we believed, become bleſſed Inſtruments, and Miniſters, by whom'others 
nay believe, be born again, and ſaved. . Is N onconfortnity an Ex- 
Soon of the Spirit of Light, Truth, Purity, and Power 1n them ? 
Doth Nonconformiry ſeparate them from Chriſt? Are they none of 


| his, becauſe they cannot ſubmit to the Inyentions of ſome, who were 


not ſo much. as Biſhops, aa they. rehemently copcurred to bring us 
to this paſs ? and were reſtle (et fans of their particular Problems 
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intoa Eaw,:to which all Men. muſt declare Aſfent, if the Aſſent be de- 
clared'in their fenfe. © As, L ould think" it 2 great Sin, not to fuccour 
my Father or Brother in want. and diſtreſs ; fo I do think it, a great 
Sin not to relieve my Fathers ard' Brethren in Jeſus. Chriſt, by. a-Faith-- 
fol Teſtimony, and. Apology, when they are oppreſſed, and in danger 
& © of Prifons, Poverty, and many Miſeries. And let 
Tae Bk 6 gratefoly | ie.Be nated, that I am obliged to acknowledg the 
=>,” 54 6 or ig Effitacy of the Holy. Spirit upon the preaching of 
Biſto> if- Co-k, of « evcral of them, towards my Salvation , andhaving, 
4 3} Mar p-73- Known the proof, -and-Power of Chritt ſpeaking in 
them,, I dare not deny them before Men, leſt I 
alſo deny Chrift: Jeſus my Saviour in them. There are ſeveral lear- 
ned, holy, laborious, and ſucceſsful Minilters that. were our-knſtructors ' * 
in our younger time, who have conformed, but not ſo many ps refuſed 
to.conform, within my Knowledgz, as I could name, but. for offending 
them, and fome other Reaſons of my Silence,. ard 1n thofe rimes 'of 
Ejberty, theſe ſeemed to be all of one Mind in the Lord:. 'T' and many 
more rejoyced.in theit-Light ;.and ſom2 of them. were among Preachers, , 
as Solomon faith, As the Apple-Tree s among the Frees of the Wood : we fat 
under their Shadow: with great Delight, and their Fruit was pleaſant. to 
our Taſte. I could name the wiſe Maſter-builders that-laid the Form- 
dation, other than which no Man can lay ; I could name the Paul, and 
the Apokos, and the. Perers.that preached to the Heart, the Barnabas and 
the Boanerges ;, the Friends of the Bridegroom,'that word and befought; 
us, and would not. be denied. tilt our Sonls bad received Chrift Jefas the' 
Lord : ſame of theni are at reſt in the Lord, and let their Namesbe' 
bleſſed ; and others are in the Cloud, and Storm, and Warfare; and to 
add Bonds to their many Affiictions 1s no ſinall unkindnefs ro Religtor.. 
We Know of what Spirit they were,that digg*d up the Bodies of Wk 
abd other Saints; -It_is not hard 0 find of what Spirit” they are, that 
rak J010 ps Aſhes of the Dead, and ſprinkle them with their profane 
Wit N Is like Salt that has loſs its Savour, not good'for the Dung- 


hit ;” it proceeds. not. from that' Charity which covers a multitade of 
——. - a of _ 

5. Whether they who are calle” of God. to the, Work , of the Mint- 

ſry, ſhagld forſake and renounce thzir Calling, and. took "upan thenm-- 
ſelves as Lay-mep,, and be but as Lay-men, .becagfe they. are cjedted 


ut of their Places, and 'conform not, to by. Injun&tions- of the. Law #- 
Many of the Novconforniſts have Epiſcopal Ordination ; ſhalt they for- 
bear all 'Miniſteriat AQts, and. do but, what” any Maſter. of a” Family 
ſhould do, inftrudt” their own” don # bk admit four - mbre'.to a. 
Participation of th& Renefit ?'ſhal"thSy Fenountd” their Gultog, who 

clared* 


forthe NonConfouniſis,” - 35 
declared their Truſt, that ithey were moved by the Holy Ghoſh, to-tak® 
the Office (of Deacon) whom the, Arch-Deacondeclared, when preſen- 
ted to the Prieſthood, he thought them apt and meet for:their: Learning 
and goal Converſation ; and the Biſhop declared, after due Examinati- 
on, We fitd not thecontary, but thar chey be lawfully called 16 their Fanrit pn, 
for whom the, Biſhop prayed, andyhom he: hoped, that they have de- 
terinined þy;Gqd's Grace to;givg:them wholly to this Office, wheretihits Gdd 
bath called them 3 and; alſo called to-declare; and zprofeſs Chefors God, 
Angels, and the Cong: ation) that they were truly called according t 

the Wall of the Lord Jeſw Chriſt, give. faithful Diligence always ip to 
miniſter the; Dotring. and Sacraments,.;and-the Diſcipline of Chrilt, as 
.the Lard:hath-.commanded,. and, ithis.Gburch receixed:a&ording to the 
Commandajents.of God z,'to drive away; erronmons Noctnives;:.to-uſe 
-both publzck, and private Monuions, and Fxhortations to ſick and whole 
within your Cures,-as need; ſhall require, &sc.,, Can any Uiſcharge them 
from God's Call, but God that called them ?. Can * EE 


. > ibn. KEE T ht other whnents 
they ſit ſill, and do no Miniſterial, Work, that ſs 4 by brevinly 


haye been devoted to the Miniftry,/ dhiat have been -'» Jo. alten, [a ro 


rayed for, and exhorted to pive-' themſelves mboty © r;kippiis, &«. 
-. it? Or do they ceaſe to be tb c/ mono 6 oh _ 
in that Cure to which they-were/inſtituted and inducted ? Then are we 
made, tho not; Independent, yet Congregational Miniſters; and are 
Miniſters only /in- that particular Congregation 2cIfothey- ought not tb 
renounce their Miniſtry, thet; they mayipreach;- and:do other Miniſte- 
rial Offices, as they have opporfuony- -- Others are-not: Rpiſcopally or- 
dained ; but if they are moved-by the Holy Ghoſt, ate kkarned, exer- 
ciſed in the Scriptures, are of Godly Converſation, and* give themfelyes 
tothe Work, are not they called of God ? If not; what's the meaning 
of: the fore-cited Word in the ordering of Ptieits and Deacons 3 *© Ther: 
© ſhall the Biſhop ſay unto the People, Good People, theſe are they whom we 
© purpoſe, God wilkng,to receive this day unt- the Office of Prieſthood : 
© For after due Examination we find not the contrary, but that they be 
* lawfully called to their FunCtion| and Miniſtry, and be perſons meet for 
© the ſame -—? Doth nat the Biſhop look upon ther as 1nterbally called, 
and that internal Calling declared and'fignifted, at therefore receives 
them ? ' And tho they have not Epiſcopal Impoſition of Hands ; if they 
have Impoſition-of Hands of Presbyters, and are ſet apatt by Faſting 
and Prayer, are they not more than Lay-men, or private Believers 
They who ſay they are but Lay-men, have no better Reaſons than the 
Romanifts had, who called our Reformed Biſhops, no true Biſhops, not 
Prieſts. ge Champney dedicated, or rather directed his Book of 
the Vocation of Biſhops, &'e. to a Abbot, with no —_— 
= > | | itle, 
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"lids, oliagr'f9 3GHGebrge Abbe, we dence pre wg: 
-tH& hoſt eminent Sed odes -6f:6ur'!Proceſtarit Relivioig/th&they al- 


1Kfted-2 Power of 'Ordination"torefide inthe Biſhops, aswithout whom 
» SINCC00E A Sf there was no reg lar Otdination - yet they: jultt- 

Seer, Fran' Maſon, fied the calling of Forreigh 'Divines and Churches 
$759: Defence of Or-.' Ly Preabyters without- Biftiops, and! the Reaſons 
beg uit rd 200 whey edt virdicare! thei) wi ſrye To: windi- 
ae! rec4,,  Icarethoſe mitonk is, that haveFno other +=. aan 
"83 0 rhe iforChirths © WHEN "a$ he (the Jeſuit "faith, They (CDurher 

$.53-p. #12. i and Cali ſucceeded ono Apoſtolick 'Brſhops, 
M10 0 04 1.1 t-neitherhediany Calling'topreach'thar new Faith, 

*© [ anſwerj0 Thavloy the'Frrornral Suteefion/ whoteof welave tpdken, 

*v wearer; of is foſitent thirt 4 Dectrine they Nccecded the Apo- 
So 05 It C3 ot” age DPfimitive” Chirches == "It "the 
18 "wy De, Pipl of fee [76 Cuſtorn of ithe'Catholick Church,ut Epiſcops lepins- 

(- 7 7 Bock G me ordinent, fed ſiquis* 4 Prechyters or dinatths fuerit, Or 
.thol_ cha . 1tidgor. 3aliriates Ha erium vera oft. ox ejuſdem Eccleſte Carhs- 
pro eftionibus, Chl. tes ptthero; faith the Reverend Biſhop Curley © nid 

ibep OO io Hdjeag char” jarhed' efehder of. Bilwojk 

par 2 ho235-00, A Mer" Philarder, Phil: * The” Apoſttes Gom- 
12.11 © 25910 Sthifllon wt know,:-but yours we do' not *Rnow. 
*-Tizeop: You'canhbt/he tenoragfiofonrs, if you-know theirs, ſo long as 
we teach thevſarnetDeocteineazyhich they did; we haveithe ane Power 

© and 'Authorioptbypreichwvbichtheyhad7i@& oy tf 11917 930.1005 1 

* If theſe Anfrarsofrtto HaPned) Defenders vEtiie Proteſtant Cauls, 
are not true andcatholick, they art not'good,” nor ſufficient : if they 

are good againſt the Papilts;thepyare ſtrong for our ProteſtantGiiſenting- 

Preachers who, if they be but L.ay-men, ſhonld be ordained t-but'the 
very word Re-6tdinaion dotimply at Orditation:” 'And-Ordination 
97 95 199 1213 975 31-not tobeirepetzeds: alcho ir be: diforderly-and 

Preection; & * EC" out of Courſe; 2dy more thian Baptiſhv in the Ca- 
tate 22 17%  , 1 tholick- Choech, Taith-the ſame Reverend” Bittop 

12397 5G. DOR IG 035 794 $3,213 £ \ 30) 

. Þ: muſt keep my ſe}f to:Generals,;for1-do-not:know the particutar 
Caſes, Scruples' ahd*Reafons of particutar-Perfons: / [Some haye/taken 

Ppiſcopal Ordination;' that:cannot 'coriform;' thar- were ordained by 
Presbyters: before; thoſt- that ' have-not, ſcruple* Re-ordiifation,-leſt 

they-ſhould -null- theiy former, . and- their 'Adminiſteations, and plead 

| for themſelves, thar they were'lignocern from!thgExcluſon of-theBi- 
ſhops.'"And what if fome'fonghr:FpiſcopatOrdinaeh;; ardweretreft 
Kd, tho ſufficiently recammended?s The moſt tharwere ordained; werey 
ordained by an ff >Biſhop in London, which needed: nor, if Fork 
ns Eaglſh 3 


[63th 8, Foag 
* - 


Fnglift-Biſhops:had been Willing t6-ord! 

br Kerr oper ee < moſt'tonveniently 
for Accefs zand-the Ordiriationofthat ® Agadoenſes, 
was not Canonical; nor free from: juſt Offence. 


.- -But further, everi they 4who haye the internal Call, conſiſting o 
Learning, Knowledg'inthe Scriptyres,- and are 'of a good exemplary 


:Converſation,at@ inovediby the | 


. - 
L - 
* 
7 


5, could name one. Biſhop. that 
* An Iriſh Biſhop. 
ing of good 


frit, are\not to be reckoned as Lay- 


men, but next?to /Presbyters'or-Miniſters,- according to the dechret 
Judgment of great and eminent-Proteſtants. © Arch-biſhop Abbot added 


- this Obſervation, tothe .9r# Section of the ſecand 
\Chapters De Circmumoiſione '& Bupriſmo. © arti 
_Buge?, ſaiths.:thatfonie'of the' LAY-Her, were/ad- 
mitted to read and interpret the Holy'Scriptures, 
in-the Prinfitive"and purer: Chifich; which they 
ſometimes did perforrfi-:in the- preſence of the Bi- 
ſhops; and nameth' Origen! and} others ; namely, 


Such in whomthe ſifipgulariGifts'of 'the Holy Spirit did app 


- © [Oteſtiones Kev dil 


cuffe ; (Wc. LI pery(G:or. 
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might: be-manifelÞra the Rectors bf the Chutches, that their Labor" 


initruftimg:the People'in the MyReries'of the' Faith, would 


Tor 4 little - 


profit them. - And ſaith he, If any Man add, what the troly Kdrned- 
Heron Zanchint ſpeaks indefinitely —, when from the Prattice of the 
purer Church, they who were not-in Holy Orders, did. preach the .Go-- 


ſpel. . We anſwer, . Thete'isadifferenice to be made between the: 
Lay-man, or thecomman'ſort,/to whom 'Power''is grven in the Rameſh 


fuple 


. 
ol 


"Ghureh-t6 baptize, and'them who are 1nfar Meniſtiorum Evangels}; . who 
are like the Miniſters-of the Goſpel; and who not only excel the cam- 
mon ſort of :Men, for their Learning in holy things, but are caffed by 
the ſpecial; publick and common Decree of the Biſhop, ard theny that 


'ara:oyer. the Congregation, —_—_— mterpret Scripture. 
<& of Ficer do'note or point at, 


theſe, ard not others, the! wo 


Agd 


Jſtos ego non; audeo; ad ordinariotum, & vnlgarium Laicorum Conditiones re- 
vocare cum ad Presbyteros tam prope accedant, 1 dare rot bring down thefe 
to the/Condition of ordinary, and vulgar Lay-men, that comeſo near 
to Presbyters- (or Minitters'Y faith the learned Abbot of this ſort ;” there 
are {earce;jany. tobe. found at this day: (ſaith he ) for the ryultitude 
of them that ferve in Churches. © And* whether Tertullian' and Fijierom 
{peak of ſuch as theſe, that- were permuted-ts. baptize, I leave.torhe 


Judgment of the Learned. 


.: By:theſe Teſtimonies we ſte how different the Judgment of too many 
of this preſent: Age 'is,:from the Judgment- and-Caridor of the moſt've- 
perable Wirirers bf former times. Now Schiſmarick is but-# common: 


' Nameto diſtinguiſh the Nonconformiſts fromthe Churet-men ; and 


ne 
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| , as ina fit of Kindneſs is far from charging thein'with 
Defence of Dr.Stil- Schiſm, if they would; not, leave the Church, 'bor 
lingfleet, pag. 69. conform 4+ Lay-men, . as the Nonconformiſts did. 
But did theold N oncorformſts conform as Lay-men«? 
-So I ſuppoſe we all conform but as Lay-men, when we do not officiat as 
Miniſters.; we anſwer as Peaple anſwer, and:de no more than. People do. 
But I think the old Nonconfarmsſts did- reckan themſelves, when'they left 
their Livings, as much, and as truly Miniſters, as;they;did when they 
-had their Livings, and did preach publickly by :Cennivance, as Mini- 
ſters .in moſt Counties. Our preſent Noncouformefss wonld :thankfiiſly 
.accept the Favour, which moſt of the. old -did enjoy, til Conformity 
-grew to0 hot evenfor many Conformilts , I need not.name the Times, 
nor the Planets that then bore Rule. 34401 Ger 03 bhoggic 
But who can forbear lamenting the Condition of our Brethren, and 
-of multitudes of precious Souls ! Is there any Man qualified with a 
Competency of Learning, that can ſay, he is moved by the holy Ghoſt ? 
that leads a good Life ? that promiſeth- to givehimſelfto:the'Work of 
God.? but ſhall be acknowledged by the Ordainer, $0 be called of. God, 
even before the layerh on his Hands ? bot if this very ſame Man ſhall 
afterwards ſcruple, or refuſe, to aſſent to all and every thing, &c. he 
ſhall no longer be accounted by ſome Men, as a Man called of (0d; but 
caſt become again as a Lay-man, or elſe he cannateſcape being a Schiſ- 
matick : whichis enough to, tempt a Mano think, that theſe-make the 
-Gift of Subſcribing, and the Faculty of a(ſenting and conſenting to other 
Mens Inventions, to be the eſſentiating and conſtituting Qualification: 
-a Miniſter, without which, tho he be never ſo well furniſhed with other 
«Gifts, be ſhall be accounted but a Lay-mans. and muſt d0 noanore than 
a Lay-man, or elſe there's no avoiding the odious Crime of Schiſm. 
And hence this Notion may ariſe, like a Meteor in the Eirmament of 
the Church, to be gazed upon, and afford. matter of Obſervation, if not 
of Prediftion. That Conformity to an Ordinance of Men doth effety- 
ally make a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, in the Church .of Englavd z and 
while he continueth in the ſame Mind he. was in, at 24 Years of Ape. all 
his life-time, and be not prepared to ſubmit _ to all after-Devices, that 
may be added, he ſhall fall from the Grace and: Dignity of this Oxdina- 
tion and Miniſtry,and return to hisfirſt ſimple Being, of remotely diſpo- 
ſed matter of meer Laity. If it be {aid,no ; for he beingonce ordained. he 
is a Miniſter of the Univerſal Church. Well, that*s true; batifhecan. 
not conform to every Point, then he cannot exerciſe his Miniſtry-in this 
Church : and then the Conſequence\is obvious; ſuch-ave the Cotiditions 
of the exexciſe of theMiniſtry in the:Church of England atthis day,” that 
2 Miniſter of the Univerſal Church cannot exerciſe his Office, no not 


in- 


- 'fo2 the Man-Confouniits. 

in any Chappet of Eafq in this Kingdom, except lie ſubmit to them 5. 
and'if he cannot execrcife bis Miniſtry,. 2fer bes called upiG it, —_ 
dothir profit/him vo-be a Miniſter:?” or: what. is the Churck the; better 
for. his Office 7 If one acknowledged to be a Miniſter of the; Univerſal 

Church,may not adminiſter in a particular Church, then is it not becauſe 
that particular Church requires ſome:Conditions, wbich are nog ſo large. 
as the Rules and Condirions of the Univerſal Church ?” This may put us 
ro ſearch whether different Rules, ftrifter Laws prefcribed.,as Conditions - 
. of Entrance and Cominuance m the Miniſtry, and Church-Communion,.. 

' be not the Canſe or Occaſion: of Schifms in particular Churches? Theſe 

Catholick Rules and Conditions are to be. taken, and received from the. 
Apoſtles, who went into. all the World to gather, and to fourd Chriſtian 
. Churches: They gave us Laws enow'to govern any particular Church, 
who were-fent intoallthe Worid : And no-Decrees of. General Councils - 
are of equal' Obſervation with —_—— not only: becauſe of theip:- 
Sanftity, but becauſe of their, Untverſality 3, and the, very Errors and: 
Miſtakes of them in ſome Particulars are tolerable, that. do what they 
car to find out and follow-the. Wi of God: in'Scripture. 

And'this Diverſity: can be: no Inconvevience to any Church, ;becanſe-- 
of the plain InjunCtions and Commands of keeping the' Unity 'ok;ahis-- 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace, of loving;:and:forbearing ane-anothey. in 
Love. : | £ fr lobby; | oth 
But to-return, What ſhalt wefay ? Are they but. Lay-mer,or bat qaef#- 
Lay-men, that were once ordaimed:by Dwceſans * or what, is athers: cay-- 
prove by the Holy Scriptures,' and the: Catholick Rules of Faith;, that 


they are call:d'of God, and make proof of their: Gifts, which. make. then- 
ſerviceable to the Souk of pobr:Sinners, and only fcruple ſome. late. inz-- 
plicating perplexing Terms,what ſhall they do in this caſe ?: They would+ 
enter into the Service, according to the uncontroverted general Rales-of 
Chriſt, the Soveraign Law-giver of ltis-Church;, but that winot ſerve the-- 
turn, they muſt do more::: They have received Gifts from the. Spiriz,..of. 
the fame nature with other. Minifters;they?t ſubmir their:Gifts to the Tri-- 
at, to-free them from the Fanaticifin amputed-ro them. Theſe. Gifts are 
for ſome uſe ;-they are their. Falents, and they ruſt give:an account of. 
them-to-the Giver -of them at his appearing... Whither can any of them z 
o, and- not be ſerviceable ?. Is there aiiy City, Fown, Pariſh, or noble. 
amily 1n hes which there.» not/need;, ov where ſuch as they. m 
not be exceeding profitable ?-but in:fome Places, there is@ crying need? . 
© how few.. few Labourers are there tn very large. Fields !: yeay.as- 
five#s the preſence of 'the'Brethrem are in mavy places, . there. is 
not Wn uſeleſs Man among; thiem;/noc! one;/ place: . hardly: where. is ne» 
thee, if'nob extreags lieed.. What, ſhaltthey do?: conform to-thie Cliurch.: 
ws | AS 
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es Lay-men only ! What.if the Bottle be'To full; that its ready toburſt? 
avhat if'the Fire- of Zeal, true Zeal, kindle? muſt they not ſpeak with 
their Tongue ! What if the Breaſt be full, and they who were begatten 
inChrift-Jeſus by their Miniſtry, cry, cry. to them ; O give »u of the! fin. 
cers:Milk of the Word ! ſhall they ſay, No, my Breaſt is fu!l, but I muſt 
not draw it out ? What if they have Bread enough, and can divide it, 
and fee-a Company of poor Souls ready to ſtarve, and pine for Want, 
and yer they muſt not give-them a piece of Bread ?. City Miniſters are 
moſt quarelſome and -contentious with them ;, but if from their high 
Places they ſaw and knew but what I know, inſtead of charging them 
with Separation and Schiſm, they would beg of Authority, that they 
would ſend them into many places of the Land, which are more like a 
Wilderneſs, than the Garden of the Lord .: 'but inſtead of doing this, 
ſome have written to prepare a prejudiced People to entertain them 
' With Stones; or beſeech them to depart out of their Coaſts:3 and not 
to open their Doors to entertain them, or their Ears to hear them. 
Oh ! how are many of the Servants of God,. true Subjects, . able 
Preacers, at this day forced to hide, and many are as ſhy, and cloſe to 
entertain them, as if they were'Traitors, and the Hue and Cry'wereoout 
Bot what if theſe Meti.cannot think. themſelves, diſcharged of their 
'Work, when their Hire is ſtopt ? they cannot but pity thoſe that have 


no Shepherds, or.-not enow ; they cannot ſtop their Eargagainit the 


Cry of the poor ; what if Conſcience:cry, Wo t0:me,; if -1 preach mor:the 
«Goſpel? Otthere are too many that: never, heard that Preaching in-their 
Bok5m: Some have pleaded that Wo'conceribed none: but the Apeſtle'z 
char Thall they do between two Woes ?, Wofrom Chriſt:if Ilpreach;not, 
and Wo'from Men if I preach ! wn..myT P37 anivs ig 
: - Objeft. They muſt obey 'the Laws, obey Authority... 
-*Anfw. 'S0 they muſt; and, as far:they can; they do.r: ; - +: 
!0 Objettk But'they ſay; they muſt obey Gol rather than Men. 209. 
i: Aaſw. So did the Apoſtles, who taught Obedience--to Governours. 
Neither may any godly Prince take it as any Dsſhonowur. to his Eſtate, to 
| ſee God obeyed before him; for he is not God, 
TOuae of ang — but. the: Miniſter of God, ſaith ,our Venerable 
25 Lake. 02s et Father, Biſhop Fewel. : F131 00-297 "Das .oo 
'F Obje#t.: But | our, King, and: \Magiſtrates,': and 
Laws, are not ſuch as They were, . neither, are our Conventiclers 
Apoſtles. F 9, vw von 
LAnſw. True, 1 calt no Reflections upon'the King,but ackyowledge his 
Life, and Proteſtancy to be ſingular Mercies and Priviledges But-if the 
firſt Chriſtian Churches were adn oat the Faith-preached whers-the. 
_ ulers 
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Rulers were Unbelieyers, diſaffetted to it, and Perſecuters of it ; the! 
Preachers that preach the DoCtrine of the Apoſtles, and live accordins : 
to the Goſpel, may humbly expect, if not lay ſome Claim to a Privi® © 
ledge of preaching, .and worſhipping God, as near as they can diſcern» 
according to his mind. _- 

The Caſe of the Brethren is ſo clear in it ſelf, The Cunon Law calls 
that ſome in Power have no other.colour for pro- 75 ——_ «pp 
ceeding againſt them, than as Men that exerciſe p75 PL, 9mm 
another Religion, as I can produce, which clearly 7here is bur one Reli- 
intimates, that it is unreaſonable to proceed to gn. 

Confifcations and Baniſhment againſt Men that 

profeſs the ſame Religion. And whereas Godlineſs and Honeſty 
* may claim Protection, they repreſent them as wicked and diſhoneſt in 
the higheſt Degree, that is, ſcditious, and withdrawing the King's Sub-- 
jets from their Allegiance, © c. | ; 

But this is the old Language, as the moſt Reye- Apolog. c. 2, Diviſ.. 
rend Biſhop Fewel-writes, as objected againſt them, #7. p. 21. 
that we be fallen from the Catholick Church, and 
by a wicked Schiſm have ſhaken the whole World, and troubled the 
comman Peace, and univerſal Quiet of the Church : and that as Darhar 
and Abiram conſpired in times paſt againſt Moſes and Aaron; even fa 
we _ day have renounced the Biſhop of Rome, without any reaſonable 
Caule. | 

But let us ſee wherein our Brethren are to be blamed, or do any - 
thing but what our King and Governours may allow, the Primitive Bi- 
ſhops of our Reformation being Jtidges. 

The Religion of our Brethren is, Thou ſhalt Worſhip the Lord thy God, 
and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. © 1t is the Religion of Chriſt, and not of 
* Anti-chrilt. I reckon it cannot ſtand with the Prince?s Duty to reverſe 
* this heavenly Decree ; Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, &c. with 
© eſtabliſhing two Religions in one Realm; the RE | 
 firit authorized by Chrilt, and bequeathed in his Res " - on oY 
© Teſtament to the Church p the next invented of 7. ns OO 
*Antichriſt, and flatly repugnant to the Propheti- 

*cal and Mhoftolical Scriptures —. [| Our Brethren endcavour to keep 
{trictly to the Scripture, ard Chriſt, as Law-giver. ] 

* Then as the Miniſter muſt diſpence the Word of Truth, be there- 
* with offended ard grieved who lit ;| ſo the Magiſtrate may4draw the 
y ©Sword of Juſtice to compel, and puniſh ſuch as 
© be blindly led, and maliciouſly bent to reſiſt Part 1, pag. 33. 

* found DoCtrine-:: Who then ſhould be puniſhed, 
Preachers ?. or they, or thoſe Officers that trouble them ? 
G Objett, 


42 The Confomnifts Third Piea 
Ohjeft.. But the Magiſtrate is to be obeyed in all lawful things,. and} 
every particalar Church hath power to ordain Ceremonies, fo they be 
- not contrary to God*s Word, | 
Anſw. No Man diſputes the Magiltrate's Power in commanding. 
things good and necellary ; the Doubt is concerning things which are 
indifferent; as ſome ſuppoſe, but. not indifferent as the Ditlenters ſup- 
poſe. . Of things inditferent, hear the Judgment. of the. fame learned 
Biſhop : We may not for things indifferent trouble the weak, Minds of our 
Brethren ; yet this Rule binderh no Magiſtrate. to remit the Puniſhment of Er- 
ror and Infidelity, becanſe God hath charged to ſuffer 
Ibid. Pag. 33. no kind of Evil unrevenged ( and this is the greateſt ) 
whoſe Voice they muft: hear, whoſe Will thcy muſt obey, 


though they were. ſure thereby to ſcandalize. never ſo many bath Aliens and ' 


Subjetts, 

If they are things truly indifferent,. then Governours may forbear to: 
command them, whereas many do rationally ſcruple the Obſervation of 
them, and cannot without Sin, obſerve. them. Condeſcention and Self- 


denial would rid Mens Conſctences out of this Straif,, between the Ma- - 


giftrate*s Command, and the. DiCtates of Conſcience., 

Objett.. But hy their. Preaching, and ſeparate Meetings, they break 
the Communion of the Church, and arc.guilty of Schifm, and. to tolerate 
them is to tolerate a Schiſm. | | 

 Anſw. This is the. great Clamor«of the Accuſers: but let us ſee where- 
in Communian of Saints and Churches doth conſiſt, and thenwe ſhall 
ſee_what 'Schiſm.. T cannot :quoete amore learned 
Ibid. Part 2.p..223,. Doctor of this Church,..or of greater Authority, 
224- than the ſame Reverend Biſhop Biſon, he ſhall de- 
cide this Caſe.. | 
©It is a maſt pernicions, Fancy to think the- Communion of Chriſt*s 
© Church: depends upon the. Pope's Perſon, ..or Regiment ( ler them that 
© 274g ine one Oniverſal. Soveraign Power over the Church in our days, whether 
© one or many, obſerve this Dottrine;, ) and that divers Nations and Coun- 
©tries differing by Cuſtoms, Laws, and Manners ( ſa they hold one and 
©the ſame Rule of Faith in the Bond of Peace ) cannot be parts of the 
© Catholiek Church, Communicant one with.another, and perfectly unt- 
©ted in Spirit and Eruth each. to other ; and fy on your Follies that 
& rack your Creed, and rob Chrift of his Honour, and the Church of all 
© her Comfort and Security,whilſt you make the Unity of Chrift*s Mem-- 
© bers to conſiſt in Obedience to the Baſhop, of Roe, and not.in Cohc- 
© rence with the Son of God ! | x 


© The Communion of Saints, an& near dependiance of the Godly-each 


© on other, and.all of: their Head, ſtandetl-not in external Rites, Cffeons, | 
6114 
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© and Manners; as you would faſhion out. a Church obſerving the Pope's 
© Canons —:; but 'in believing the ſame Truth, taſting of the ſame 
© Grace, reſting on the ſame Hope, calling on the ſame Godz rejoycing 
*in the-ſame Spirit, whereby they be ſealed, ſanctified, and preſerved 
* againſt the day of Redemption——. The Communion of the Catho- 
* lick Church is not broken by diverſity and variety of Rites, Cuſtoms, Laws, 
* and Faſhions, which many Places and Countries have ditferent each 
* from other, except they be repugnant to Faith and Good-manners, as 
St. Auguſtine ad F anuarium, Jreneus &c, Euſebins, |, 5.6. 23. Socrates, 
*L4S «3 | | | 
Simple Verity-is the-Band of Unity. Fewel. Bi- | 
ſhop Carlten wakes the Unity of the Church to con- . P- fexce, p. 4%. Diz-, 
fiſt in one Head, Chri't ; one-Body, one Spirit, one {fion. de Ecclelia, | _ 
Faith, or one Rule of Faith. | 
Aid if Unity conſiſts in Uniformity in the ſame Form of Prayer, Li- 

turgy, and Ceremonies, there was no {uch thing as Unity, there were 
as great Schiſinsin the Apoltles days, as among our Brethren, according 
to the Judgment of the ſame learned Biſhop Bil- | 

ſon - -. Some of their own might beſo vain-glori- Ibid. fourth part, p. 
ons as in making their Prayers at the Lord's Ta- 619, 626, &c. 

ble ( which was then done by Heart, and not after 

any preſcribed Order or Form) to ſhew the Gift of Tongues —-. In the 
.publick Service of the Ghurch, the | Miniſters and Elders, which were 
many, both Travellers, and there Dwellers, had every Man his Pſalm, 
his Inſtru&tion, his Tongue, Revelation, or Interpretation, as the Spirit 
of Grace thowght molt expedient --; And other Orderin the Divine Ser- 
vice in the Apoſtolick or Primitive Church, we read for certain of none, 
beſides the Action of the Lord's Supper, which the Apoltles, and ſo no 
:doubt all-their Churches, always uſed in the end of their publick Meet- 
ings, but-with no ſet Prayers, fave only the Lord's-Prayer, as Gregory 
confeſleth. | | 

© Thereſt of their Prayers, Bleſſings, and Thanks-givings, were in 
*every place 'made by the Gift of| the Holy 'Ghoſt, inſpiring ſuch as 
* were ſet to teach and govern the Church. And you have 

* long ſince their time, framed a Liturgy in James's Name. Pag. 620, 
. © — Yet for ſo much as the Church of Chriit 'did not ac- 
©knowledg it — your main Foundation is a Dream of your own, that 
© the Church of Corinth had a preſcribed number and order 

* of Prayers pronounced by fome| one Chaplain, that ſaid -Pag. 621 
* his Leſſon within-book, or might not go one Line beſide = 
©his 24fale for any good —. Where: the Chriſtians under _ 

* the Apoſtles had in' their —— firſt,*prophecying, 4. e. — 
248% I 2 of + 
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©f God?s Will, and revealing of his Word ;- at which the Infidels; ard 
new Converts unbaptized might be preſent : 'and next, Prayers and 
© Pſalms, to celebrate the Goodneſs and Kindneſs of Gad,and to prepare 
© their Minds for the Lord*s Table, to which all the Faithful came with _ 

© one Conſent of Heart and Voice, giving Thanks to-God for their 

© Redemption, &c, And this was done; by the mouths of ſuch Paltors 
*and Mmiſters, as it pleaſed the Holy Ghoſt todirctt and inipire for 

7 "< that Function ard Aftion. The People hearing, under-! 

Pag. 622, *© ſtanding, and conf:rming their Prayers and "Thanks with 
© ſaying, Amen,: and other Divine Service than- this they had 
Pag. 636. * none—. We do not think that Baſil of Chry/oſtom, would 
| © take upon them'to: make a new Form of Church-Service, 

© if St. Fames the Apoſtle had done it before them. 

From this Teſtimony, it is clear, that if Uniformiy in one Form of 

Worſhip, or Common-Prayer, and Ceremonies be neceilary-for Church- 
Union, then there was no Church-Union, or Catholick-Communion 
-in the Apoſtolical-Churches, becaaſe there was no Form-or Order of 
Divine Service ſet and preſcribed: But there was the moſt Chriſtian ant: 
\Catholick Communion in that Diverſity ;. therefore Catholick-,Union 
and-Communion; without one preſcribed and ſet Form.. : #* . 

And hence the Diſlenting Brethren have the Countenance: of an 
ancient venerable Biſhop of Wincheſter for them, and'to convince their 
Troublers for uſing a Worſhip different. from the Liturgy-of the Church: 
of England, Prophe-ying, praying, praiſing God,. are parts of God's 
Worſhip, tho in differing Werds and Method, they are the ſame Di- 
vine Worſhip. And who att neareſt the Primitive Pattern of the 
Apoſtles, and-pureſt times, they who worſhip God in Chrult by'the.Spi- 
rit, or they who will not ſuffer them ? 

Objett. But the: Apoſtles and Teachers had the Guidance of the 

Irit. | | CE, | 

Anſw. They had, but that Aſſiſtance which they had for performing 
the Worſhip of God, was not extraordinary,or peculiar to their Times ; 

becauſe Goſpel-Worſhip: was to be performed it 
— Quoinloco (cl. all After-ages of the Church, and by Conſequence,, 
Jo: 20+) oftcndi: en. the Afſiltance of the Spirit was to continue to all 
giandcde fgaggroeet,  Mixifters in ſucceeding Ages, . without whoſe Aſſi- 
torum dare, qui habear- ſtance we can'do nothing: And the Hely Spirit 
Spiritum Sanftum-Cy- doth continue to grve Gifts and Graees to his Mint 
'prian ad magnum,  ſters and People: and if one Form-were abſolute- 
| ly neceſſary"for all Ages, it-4s. 2 i wonder. that- the 
Apoſtles did notfeave us one.” Form is but a.mode,and to. be uſed, ot 
mor-uſed as:is moſt for. Edification ; and they.that: uſe ir not; ſhould 
| | | | not, 


-judg them'as Schiſimaticks that'uſe it'not,” b 
-not to be born, it looks like a different jc px 
permitting different Religionsin the Natton-:Bytler' 


learned Briſhop anſwer for mes *In Evuyland the People, borh > Pup. iy. 
< ſtrange: and Hege, worſhip! God' the Father *in"Spirit and oo - 


(faith the learned” Crakenthorp of 'the Puritans 04 092 1-414, = 
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- not'condemn then that uſe Cr ones | 
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newith another; 
and"Gvvernment, and 


Objett. But it is a Diſorder in the ſame Church: 
the Church of E nelank with 


Anſw. The Romaniſts have often charg 


& Truth, according tothe Goſpel of his Son; agreeing together in the: 
Subſtance of one Faith, and' the right Order of Chrilt*s Sacraments: 
© Only Strangers are ſgftered in their, Churches to uſe their own Tongue, 
Sand retain their own Ecremonies, ae" neither againſt” Faith;'* nor 


- 62dverfe 'to- good) Manners, arid therefore; by St.-Auraſtine% Thdgmenit, 


*-may p6.for 3ndifferent,and may be borni'in Chrift#an Uniry,withour Offence © 
< or One ——-Oh ! if this Doctrine were believed: 1n our days, the 
People of God might be faid to- reſt at: Noo !' And*he was not fingu- 


lar. In'Dottrina & Fide: Orthodoxe Profeſſione defoordia' mer nos nulla 


Hac integri in Ritibus, & Diſtiplin® diſcrimen feren- © Defenflane EcleC. 
dum urriq, ſtimus. Ditferente 1n Ceremonies and ' Angl. contra Spa- 
Diſcipline was tolerable in their Opinion, but now. lat«c.-43. p. 254. 
intolerable. The Champions-of the Church of ** ' 
England in former days "againſt the Papiſts were moderate, when we 
know there was a different way of Diſciphne and Decency ſecretly pradti- 
fed. If Doctrine be the direction of Prattice, to be moderate in Do-- 
&trine, but ſevere in Practice and Execution, 1s to. put out: the Candle, 
and kindle a Fire ; to preach Charity, but to ſhew no Mercy, - - 
Todraw towardsa-Conclufion ; Let vs bat traly judg of-the-elder 
Noncenformifts with rightequs Judgment | FEY 
' 1. Before his Majeſtie wonderful Reſtavration, in all Countries and: 
Places where they lived and preached, who did rebuke, reprove, exhort, 
and fulfil all parts of Minſters more than they ? Who maintained Pro- 
teſtant Dottrines, preached* for Convittion, Converſion, Holineſs and 
Rightcounes more than- they ? Who vindieated-all* Ordinances from 


:fome that pretended-to'live above them ?: Others that' denied*thene- 


ceſity and uſe of them? and from the Profanation of ſacred Things ?' 
And who-did more forwardly aſſiſt and concur to ſettle the Government 
upon anciem Foundations,'and in the Inheritor-of the Royal Throne ?* 
ho were more hated By 1mpions Sects, or: that laboured more to con- 
vince and redace them, than they ?/ wh | 
2. At that time, arid ſince, how highly were they placed in the Kirg's- 
good)Opinion ? as38 fully! exprefiedan-his Royal Declaration. _ 
| 3. 1-H 
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- ..-'3+;; They did ſhew, a-Forwardgeſs and Zeal to ſettle the Church, deny- 
ing thejr own He TRoerdge bar down old Foundations. for :2 
-Comprehenſive Church. -. - - * nota Fac L 
4. When they quietly ſubmitted to the Law of their Ejectment ; did 
they, did any of them ſow. Scdition, or ill Principles of Fattion ? was 
their Exhortation.of deceit or guile'? to incenſe their loving Auditors, 
or oblige and conjuretthem to any thing inconſiſtent with the- Goſpel ? 
or unlike Men, 2s going, from-the Pulpit, ro God's Tribunal, to give 
. him an Account + cir Doctrine, Faith, manner - of Life ? ſee any of 
. their broken Notes,and Farewell-Sermons, priated much to their Diſad- 
vantage | Teltify againſt them whocan ! 
ap” + Bm: te) renounced their ſacred Calling,and filenced them- 
ſelves, whe. could have imployed their Labours. with more inotienlive- 
'nefs to Authority, more Toil to themſelves, and more Profit to.precious 
Souls, and leſs Oppoſition to the publick than they did ? ( a&willeppear 
in Inſtances) An honourable Member { Sir #7. C, Anno 1670,,71 ) 
in full Parliament took notice of it that there were no Conventicles: 
yes,they took pains to.-preach,when others were at-re:t in great Privacies 
-and Solitudes; And let's'be juſt: who hath made any Obſervation of Pee- 
_ ple, and Aflaurs, that will not ſay,for one Schiſmatick we-had had many, 
| had it not. been for their great lnduitry z .and who 
See My. Allen, S4vto - for all that are Schiſmaticks but they ! It - is not 
— g3 > Thanks-worthy. to keep poor weak Souls 1n:the 
wag 5 penis on i. Faith and Truth, except they turn Lay-men, and 
deed, Kc. all come.up even to the Rails, z.e. to the heighth. : 
6. God and the King made their Aflemblies fo 
Numerous and publick , God by a tremendous courſe of Judgments, yet 
remembring Mercy : The King, after -12 Years Experience of fruitleſs 
Severity, ſent out his Declaration of \Indulgence, - Some of themſelves 
have publiſbed the Providence of God, but it is notworth the noting ; 
and they that are reſolved on their way, will not þe hindred by-making 
'Obſervation, even of the Works of God. . When God ſent adreadful 
Plague, and the Angel ſtood over London with his drawn Sword, as our 
Feruſalem; then the King, and., Court, and Parhament. removed to 
*Oxford:,, and when many Churches were empty, God ſtirred up many of 
the Noncenformiſts to:g0 and preach up and down; then they had the 
uſe of Churches, and numerous Aſſemblies, and gained many Souls to 
God by them, and drew the Hearts of a deſolate People to themſelves, 
which could never ſince be alienated from them. And when the Popifh 
Faction oppoſed by the Loyal Perſons, got an Act toremove them from 
Corporations, they. were then moſt imployed in the Capital City in 
ſpight of their Adverfaries, and God proteCted them, and: the .Rlague 
b. : proved 
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fome felt the loſs of Livings,, to.teach them Com 
ejected Brethren ;, and the.c 
World what: he would do 
dent, if now. the NVanconfor 
ſhall not ſtand-long after t 


bid, comply. with them. ha Merey is like raging Five, takes all be- 


fore it, and even turning ſhall not fave us ; ard. they..who- are ſooffici--- 
, may.nat:ceame off-(o. well with their- 


ous to ſcrye their Intereſt 


Reward as Adombezck, did.” | Many ſuffercd'great Loſſes, lived in great 


danger. and diſtrattion 'by . 


their Reſolutions, that: 


unchriſtian Spirits ſhould-be/ afraid of Scriptures; - 


7. After all this Diſtration and Trouble, His- Majeſty ſent out his; 
Declaration of Indulgence, | and they - became licenſed Preachers. lt is. 
+ true, the Parliament at their next meeting declared againſtit, .as.contra--- 
. ry tothe Laws, and his Majeſty called it in ; but it proved; and. proves - 


profitable to the Naxcanformiſts ſeveral ways. 


'8.- The very Parliament |that was againſt the: Declaration, continued? 
rather--favourable towards the. Nonconformifts than ſharp; the Laws |. 


' continued,. but the Execution cooled and abated. 


at.» Corporation-Adt; but the: Enactors . 
could- never accompliſh their full deſign by it ; the. very Souldiers that 

were imployed to keep our. People, and to giard: the Meeting-places, . 
were not pleaſed with their Othee, and.ſhewed Civility to-the Miniſters; 
in ſome.places. Their. Sufferings went againſt theccommon ſeaſ&of Men + 
but ſo captious were ſome Men, ſo zealous, rather-ſo jealous, to juſtify 

age Stories were. carried, and diſperſediof . 
ſeditious, DoCtrines, Preachers were preſented as Incendiaries, toincenſe: 
the Magiſtrate againſt them 4 that it was darigerous for :the Preachers - 
to quote ſome T exts- of Scriptures z and- juſt cauſe. there-:is; why. ſuck: 


2. Such-as- buzlt Tabernaclkes and: the moſt convenient. Places they 


could; held them; and their Congregations ſtuck ta them,and-both with--. 
out Moleſtation, . untik nowy:.that their o/# Friepd: awakes as one out. of. 


{leep; left they thould. ſow. good. Seed in the Field. .. 
3. Though that Declaration of Indulgence, and: 


the Licences grantedthem, cannot protect them:- 


from the Arveitsof Mens Paffions,nor fron-the vio- 


tent Hands of fach Gas CY againſt them ;-. 


yet. they-do.clearly vindicate : om the.odiaus. 


Nor could at thai 
tame as. 4 to be ſeen th .- 
what follows of the- 
Suffer mp s of the Non... 
conformiſts. 


d their San(tuary from that Lay... Next Year the City was bornt, 
and the Inbabitants of the principal-Parts.of-it- were driven intb!Core- 
ners; and the Noncenformuſts.had the advantage}; Who that knew them. 
would not entertain them as Comforters, 1n-a-diftratted! ruined Con-- 
dition ! Then the Conformilts were: driven out of..Churches too, and: 
paſſion towards their 
n Enemy .of : them: both: ſhewed - the; 
rith vs,, as well as 'ithem';- And-1 agrconfi-- 
covid;:be rooted: ont; the Chnrchiamen : 
;. no,- tho! they ſhould, which God for- 
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would have'£o lirde regard to Truth, Faith; Peace; to his-own Safety.,. 
and the Preſervation'ot? his Subjects" from the infetion of wicked: and: 
curſed Principles, as'to:grant Licences to ſeditious Preachers, to Doctors. 
of Rebellion, or. Underminers of Church and State ? they are moſt the - 
ſame Men, who were licenſed by the King ; if the King was deceived #n 
them ;" if they-are dangerous andievil Men, teſtify againſt. them, and no 
greater Favour '1s defiret for them, but Truth and Jultice.:. Let them 
that clamor — m5 In and aſperſe them, do it, and preſerve their 
Honour and Reverence of the King 'immaculate if they can. 

'Chriſtianum eſſe ('Nonconformiſftam eſſe ) aut eſt Crimen, aut non eſt ;, fs. 
Crimen- eſt, cur non interficis confitentem ? ſi Crimen non eſt, quid per ſequeris 
innocentem? \.Cyp.contra Demetrianum, T raft. 1. 

389773 ith 33H 


-1nd {6 much for that, by way of Apology 3 now follows the ſecond 


Query. -- 

2. Whether it be not hard to ſilence, ſupprefs, and puniſh the Or- 
thodox' Noenconformiſts, for endeavouring the everlaſting Salvation of 
precious'Souls by their-Preaching and other Religions Exerciſes ? 


 Tcannotcall to mind'more than three things that can be urged againſt 
them, or to juſtify their Sufferings. 

1. They tranfgreſs the Laws and Orders of the Church, made by the 
Biſhops, Rulers, and Fathers of the Church. way | 

2. hey tranſgreſs againſt the Statutes'of the Land, and why ſhould 
they be privilcdged or ſpared if they tranſgreſt ? | : 

3. They are Men uncalled to preach the Goſpel ; and it 1s fit ſuch 
Men ſhould be reſtrained. 


To the firſt, It may be anfwered, waving the Diſputes about Church-, 
Rulers, ' and the Reſtriction of Eccletiaſtical Juriſdiction 3 that the 
preſent Terms of Miniſterial Liberty were not the Reſult and Decrees 
of all the Biſhops of the Church after Conſultation and free debate, . 
ſuppoſing all the Power to be lodged in them ; but we know that our 
Eccleftaltical Laws are made by our Convocation, and. enacted and . 
eſtabliſhed by the Civil Power 3 whether there was any. Debate or Di- 
ſputation. about theſe Impotitions, is not altogether unknown. We 
read chat the Council at Feruſalem, met to conſider a Caſe, as plain 
and eaſy*%as any of our Matters can be ſuppoſed to be, that they came 
not to.a Determination, till after . much diſputing, there was nothing 
but open dealing. The” Apoſtle :of the Circumcttion did not proteſt 
againſt the Apoſtle of the Lincircumciſion, as unfit to be there, no tart 

| | | . Repre- 
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the whole Church, was: debated Hythe whole + 4. 1 | 
Churchz; the Apoltiee and Elders, and the. Church, As 15. 6, 7, 22: 
and notbing reſolved; but after Conſideration and | 
Diſputation, they give the: Churches of Antzocb 'an account” of their 
Conſultation, ;and lay upon them none but neceſſary things, without- | 
either -Penalty or SanCtior, but this, from: which, if you keep 
your ſelves ye ſhall do well, | cannot think that the Reverend Yer, 29. 
Mr. Baxter doth refle&t upon all, or moſt of the Biſhops, by | 
his frequent mention of hacins and, [dacixs,but welt knows our lmpofiti- 
ons to be the Will and Pleaſure of but a ſmall number of-them/;- and if-ir 
be ſo, we may queſtion the Right which a few Biſhops -had to. make 
Laws for the whole Church, till we ſee their Patent, -' | 
2. But they tranſgreſs other Temporal Laws made by lawful Au-' 
thority. 1- A lawful Authority is made up of ſeveral Eſtates in this 
Kingdom ; whereof one is choſen by the free Votes. of the People of 
ſuch a rank, as have an Intereſt in the Land. :-I haye heard 'fome* 
doubt, whether that Houſe of | Commons were ſo truly, their Repreſen-" . 
tatives, becauſe many of them were obtruded upon the People,and many 
indirect and unlawful ways were taken to ſort them-together. But 2. wa- 
ving that, ſucceeding Parliaments have marked out theſe Laws to give 
them an Expiration, and were it not. for Fomentations,- and © high 
Drops uſed by ſome, to keep them in Life and Vigor, they had been bu-, 
ried 1n neglett by this time. 3. But granting they- are in as full force 
as ever ; yet Laws are compared to the Grape, which being too much 
preſſed, yieldeth an hard and wmhol/ome-Wine ;, as het 
the wiſe Lord Chancellor || Bacon ſaid. To preſs Pe ag 
out ſuch a Wine, and force an exhauſted party'to, (5,4 164r,, p. 37: 
ay dearly for it, is not the way to nouriſh good -/ ; > .- ESTES 
lood in ſuch a diſeaſed Body as qurs is. But haviog ſpoken of this in 
the Second Plea, 1 ſhall add no more here, but reſerve ſomething for'a 
Poſtſcript, concerning what I ſaid in that: [ 
3. The taſt Prejudice againſt them is, that they are Men uncalted to 
preach. | © $035, i) 
, Anſwer z All of the Seniors of them had Epiſcopal Ordination * 
others have another kind, and moſt, if not all I plead for, lave the inter+: 
nal, and I dare ſay, would chearfully anſwer all the Interrogatories in 
the Examnation, in the ordering of Prieſts, except a part of the - 
laſt. But my Anſwer is, that when the calling of Miniſters hath been 
doubted of, or queſtioned, as the calling of our Biſhops and Mey hath 
been . by the. Papiſts, * Our moſt Reverend, Fathers have inſiſted upon. 
one certain Rule of Trial of |true art and Paſtors. Hear what 
: | Our 


50 - The Canfas ThirdPled \( 
HE -. +. er famous and bleſſed Biſhop Ferwel preached; *By 
Sermon on 1 Cor. 4. this therefore, my Brethren, ſhall ow arey., 
I; 2, fol.2423. -+*-,, * whether they are the true Servants of God; for if 
© they thall' only Giſcloſe unto you the Will of God, 
cif they Nmllipreach unto ya the Secrets of Gol's Goſpel, and the Glo- 
&ry of 'his holy! Name, - then are they true Servants, theri 'are they. 
© Chriſt's Minifters, aud faithfol Diſpenſers of God?s Secrets, &c. 'In 
© theſe our Gays the Miniſters of God, and Prexchers of his Goſpel, 
© are evil ſpoken of among all Men ; ſome ſay, they are unlearned, they 
*are Crafts-tnen=; Some” ſay they preach they cannot tell what, they 
© ſpeak againſt-Prayer, Faſting, Alms-deeds, and all other good Works—. . 
Unto all this | fayyit isſafhcent for us tobe found the Servants of God, 
and faithful Diſpenſers of God?s Secrets. When Paul came from Berea to 
6 Theſſalottica,ath an topreach the Goſpel there,the People ran to their. 
© Books, ſearched the Scriptures, and when they fourd in all Points they 
©agreed- therewith, then they believed Pa-w-—' . Even ſo let usdo, good: 
Brethren — 1 4et us examine and try their Doctrine with the Touch- 
© ſtone of God% Word;and confer their Teaching,their Diſcipline with 
© the Scriptures of rhe Holy Ghoſt -— , and then be you Judges ; then 
Ld <if you fee that we reach you nothing but the- 
Folio 22:5, 2:6. 8 < Myſteries of God ; that we diſclofe to you the 
«x Lompage's , Ge $4- EWA of God; if you ſee we preach unto 'you, 
$43: brſtter Bilſon, 55; © ab other. thing than the Secrets. of God's Goſpel, 
above quota, © * - © eftectn ns to be the Servants of God, the Miniſters- 
2:7 602 97:4 1 4EChrift, Ss, "4: | PS Pt, 
There are ſome other opular Prejudices im{tfled into many, and di- 
ſperfed to no other effeft, butito foment il Nature, Paſſion, and a Spirit 
by of Faction-: ſuch i thar-of a hte- Writer, who# 
Defence of Dr. Stil- writes, They ſet up Schiſmatical Conventicles, and, 
ling. pag. 70. © + * - preach People into Scruples and Fattions. How knows 
? f "he that ? by his own hearing, or by hear- fay ? How 
many hath he cured; that reſorted unto him for Satisfaction ?- It is no- 
wonder that People are abuſed into a Sefpicion, that their Nonconfor- - 
mity is but a Pretence, a conſcientious Diſguiſe to coyer Rebellious 
Princaples; that they began the War,which was as impoſlible,as it & hifto- 
Tically- untrue”: That they preach in Barns, and'other places, ont of 
diſlike of Churches. I ſeppoſe, if 'they were offered Churches, they 
would n6t refaſe theth : But 2s Conventicles are connted: as places of 
Diſpgzace, To t%:4t: Unhappinefs they have no better, and a greater, that 
they may not haverhem. His 'Gofpel who was laid in.a Manger, may 
be preached ih a Barn, 'if there be- no room for his Preachers in better 
places. The Primitive Chrjffans were glad of any placts.*Fhe Wallis: 
| | | & Preac 
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preached in Barris, who nl OR Coofoilors of the Chriſtian Veri- 
ty. Andtaavoid both Danger and Offence, ſame of. aur-/Nontenformiſts 
have ed Lo Caves 4 pn Pitsz:- to whoſe Honour or Dithonevr 
beit 9vÞ 10: 3 itn bag bandit blog 
Theſe Pricjudices: caſt out ob:ithie away; it. were eafy! ta putamatch 
theſe Prejudices; but I will notinſe 2: hand-to record what is not to be - 
heard without Trouble; but it is-not unfitto take notice of ſo much as 
belongs to the Queſtion in hand ;-and no more than will: :fterve to 
pare Mens Minds to belieye there are Complaints, which ſhouldiaffect 
-arid move the Hearts of our Rulers, to hearken to th4 Moetions' of the 
| Reconcilers,"-dnd1 Peace-makers. . And that: I may handle/-a:tender 
. Point, with as much'T derneſs and Modetty. even: neardt then, 
_ make the Hearts X Chriſtians-groan and moud,! Pll procect 
by Queſtions. 
1, What had the Pariſ -and Congregations of England done topro- 
voke the-.few, [but pote gm” 5 of our 'Ecclefiaſtical Afﬀairs, to:de- 
prive they of ſome of th moſt painful, vigilant, ſucceſsfnl, exemplary 
Paſtors, that.ever any ch enjoyed ?: The mbſt learned Lord Chan- 
cellour Baron ſaid ( of the Biſhops) * As for their -- 
* eaſy ſilencing of them in ſuch great ſcarcity of Wife ich ani 
< Preachers, it is to puniſh the People,and not them. Diſcomſe, P- 35- 
It muſt be confeſſed, we all had fipned:; burmott ; 75: - * 
notoriqufty two forts of People 3 firſt, thoſe that could riot otativetiniad 
Doctrine; nor Reproots, and hate to be reformed 52and: others; who 
knew not the time of the! Viſitation, were too-fleepy and lnke-warm.and 
could too eaſily part with thoſe who laboured to win ther, and bring 
them to God by Repentance, Faith and Love. Could they patin better 
in their rooms ? ' Was there too many, and could bandrede tbe be ſpared ? 
then why hed ſome one Man many Livings? Was it becauſe there were 
too many ? or why might not many that ſeldom or neytr welt could 
preach, E rather maintained,and eaſed ? Was this to d6 as our Saviour 
commanded, Pray ye t9 the Lord of the Harveſt to ſend [gbourers into his | 
Harveſt ? See Biſhop: FewePPs Sermon on that Text. -- + 
> What had the Pr Nam done to merit ſilencing ?I could fill rl 
age with Queries 5 but I will keep cloſe to the general Point, If they 


not ſubſcribe, declare, and ſwear fach preſcribed. Forms:z. Lak are - 
rok by the Law to be mute. The beſt is, they diſſented from the 
Law ; without Impeachment of their Loyalty to'the King, for they 
would gladly have * ſubmitted to his Terms, and could not: obey the 
Law, without- any great Diſhonour tothe - Legiſlative Power, . for 
__ _——_ from « a ow Mens who hon could Ag do 
W | | 
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They muſt not only'do, but they muſt ſubſcribe. Is that true of the 
fame wiſe -Lord Bacon?  * Their urging Subſcriptions' to their own 
© Articles, is but lateſſere & irritare morbos Eccleſie ;, which otherwiſe 
© would ſpend and cruſh themſelves —. And it is true, thereare ſome 
which: t as'Tamperfwaded) will not eaſily offend. by Inconformiry, 
+ £220: » $who notwithſtanding make ſome Conſcience to ſubſcribe : 
Page 35. © For they know'this note of Inconſtancy, and Defection 
-—._ 0: +: $from what they: have [long held, ſhall diſable that Good 
© which otherwiſe they would do. it 
-:1/*-When they have done this, -they muſt. aſſent: and conſent, &'c. Nen- 
© conſenſum:quent, ſed diſſiduan anget, que: quod fatty: pteſtatur; verbis exi- 
zi: He ſeeketh not Union, bur: Divition,: whichexaQteth inwardly, 
<-that which. Men are: content to yield: in outward Aftion,. the ſame 
© great Man ſtyl. | ; | 
- If ſome of the things themſelves be ſmall, yet it is not a ſmall thing 
thar is required of us about them, :namely,.aDeclaratian and:;Subſcripti- 
on, Our unfeigned. Allenty.& c —-.: yea; Our: quiet Submillion:to' the ufe 
- 1, 5144. 5:5 ofthem, as tolerable; fufficeth -not- (Cad we appre- 
Principles and Prac- hend , &c. ſaith the wiſe and holys Mr. Corber,. 
I. know. all is ſheltred under, and fathered: 6pon 
the Law: but who invented, who formed thefe. 
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if {; 59: 
by ſome modern Biſhops,. and Clergy-men, it ſhall avail him nothing, 
he ſhall be uncapable to officiate :' and whether theſe modern Church- 
men 'do' not ſet-up themſelves above, and exerciſe an Authority to 
dictate, moſt abſolute,” and higher than the Apoſtles did, who were 
next to Chriſt himſelf ?©- | > + hers Coat W's 
- 4- Suppoſe a Man'bz a lawfully ordained Miniſter, z e. by Biſhops 
as many of the' Nonconformifts are ; or able,and titin refpect of ſoundneſs 
of. Faith;. Utterance, Aptneſs to teach ; and be ſcrupulous of the Truth 
of fome' Propoſition which is no Article of Faith; or of ſome Ceremony, 
and Modes of Practice , is if nothardthat for fome Weaknefs of Un- 
derſtanding, he-cantot aflent to what is formed by others not infallible, 
chat he ſhould be uncapable of the Exerciſe of the Miniſtry, and the 
Church deprived of. his other Abilittes, for ' that Miſtake, Weakneſs, or 
call it Error ? Our Saviour bore with his Diſciples, -when he reproved 
them z. 'Are "ye yet! without -Undrftandmg?' and, did. not. turn them 
00855 1105 07119770) HIDE ++ 13 0.” Cs SALES gel bp pins 
. 5. Whether Aſſent' and! Conſent;' to ſome _hypman Laws, Ritesand 
Ceremonies, upon which neither Faith, norUnity depends, be not here-- 
by made more necellary for Exerciſe and Practice, than the aſſenting to 
Articles of Faith, or than preaching the Gofpel, or by conſequence, the 
Salvation of Immortal Souls ? It is true, there ts 2 vaſt difference.in the. 
nature of the-things 3.but as to Capactty and Incapacity to miniſter in the 
holy Office, it is all one,, for a'Man to refuſe Aﬀent and Conſent to every 
thing, as it is to an Artiele of the Creed. 3 

6. Or that Conformity to Order. and' the ufe of the Lirargy, a 
monthly Sermon, or.-a Homily, is more for the Edification of the Church;.. 
than diligent and conſtant: preacking, without a particular Aﬀent to all, . 
every thing? Which (I will freely ſpeak it) can be affirmed by none, bur 
a Man that ſets light by his #wn Salvation, and never perſonally cot- 
verſed with his own Flock, or*knows the Conditions of the*Covenant of 
Grace,.or 'Eternal Life, or the Practice of the Primitive Church. _ 

Hitherto I have laboured to- open the nature - of 'the Cauſe of theſe. 
- Proceedings. againſt our Proteſtant Brethren, and-it is their Noncon- 
formity, paſſive and aQtive;. the-firſt of which -is a. refuſal of the mo-: 
dern Lerms'of Church-Frecdom 7; the ſecond is a worſhipping of God: 
in Chriſt; according to the Rule of the Holy Scripenre, as nearly as they 
can diſcern it ;. and after the common, either atlowed; or not difallowed* 
manner 'of the Reformed Proteſtant Churches, and particular this of 
England: And in what they dv, they follow the fame Rule; and act” 
from-che ſame Principles, which our-firſt Reformers profeſſed, and their 
learacd Defenders: have maintaſned: Ard three-Queſtions {halF rake up 
the whole of what?s'ro-follow.. x Es =% NOSE 

OR, 2. Whether: 
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..1, Whether they, the Proteſtant Nonconformiſts; juſtly deſerve to 
be hlenced, ſuppreſſed, and puniſhed,.as they haye been, and are ? 

.', 2-; Whether they are not at lealt to-be, permitted, and indulged ? 

— Whether we ought not;-to. urite and QFcOme one, by removal, or 
abating the things, that divide and break.us? ſo that we may hold mu- 
tual, and actual Commyunion.1in the ſame Exerciſes of Religion, with- 
out fear of offending our Superiours thereby, or any other? 

So much hath not been ſpoken of the firſt Queltion in the Second Plea 
but that much more may be produced, to encline,/ if not: draw the ſenſi- 
ble Reader to the right ſide of the Queltiqn. 4530 d-Bir:; 

x. It is clear that they are not depoſed and proſecuted for.ſuch 
Crimes as were meritorious of Depoſition in. the Ancient Church by 
their Canons ;, thoſe Crimes were Fornication, Perjury, Theft. * Let 
* a Biſhop, Presbyter, or Deacon, convicted of Fornication, Perjury, 
"+... -. 4; * or Thefc, be depoſed, but with caution that he 
Canons, called the * be _ Rp 7c. from = Communion of the 

fpoftles Canons. Faithful, as. Balſamon expounds, & non\ſepreperyr : 
Apt 7 wry. a Reaſon for this Moderation, ED Man 
be puniſhed twice for the ſame Fault, as ſaith the Ion, Nah. 1. 9, 
as the learned Mr. Beveredge, in his Notes upon thoſe Canons, hath ob- 


ſerved. 1s it likely theſe ſhould be Canons of the Apoſtles, contrary 


to 1Cor. 5.112. Orif they. be genuine and ancient, how diſagreeing.is 
the. modern Uſage of the Nonconformifts, who are-convidted of no ſuch 
Crimes, according to the anciept Canons, but-yet- who are for their 
Nonconformity puniſhed in {everal' Courts, and ſeveral times, and 
ways? Depolition is judged Puniſhment ſufficient, faith Zonaras ;. ſo 
| Ariftenus, for. to ſubject to.a double puniſhment, onwrine imbumanum eſt, 
[; is altogether inhuman. ,* Other Canons command a Biſbop, Presbyter 
' © or Deaconto be depoſed, that beat offending Believers, or Infidels, 
© that have done|wrong.' Car. 27. If a Biſhop, Presbyter ar Deacon 
© obtain his Dignity with Money, let him be depoſed, end he that or- 
© tained him; Car. 29. If. a Biſhop have madeuſe of Secular Princes to 
© obtain « Church, let him he depoſed, and excommunicated; If a Pres- 
* byter, conterning his own Biſhop, ſhall feparate from-him, and-'ſet up 
© an Altar without Cauſe, or blameleſs,cither in'reſpet of Rehgion;. or- 
© Juſtice, let him "es 3 Cas. 31. Byt this 15 not the Caſe of our 
Nonconformiſts. , Duarenm reckons the depoſing and ejefting Crimes to 
be, 1. Simoniacal Ambition. - 2. Incontinency, 3. Perjury. 4: Man-' 
flaughter. 5. Treaſon. -6- Or beſides theſe Crimes, any legal Infainy. 
Bur Panor mizar dmopulheth, that they were not to obſerve the Severt-: 
ty of 'the:ancient; Canvgs, becauſe the Men of this'Apge, are not like 
thoſe ancient Men, or Men of ancient Times.” Dyeren. de ſacris Eecleſ.: 
TIPS - Miniſtry, 


ey 


Mhrfris, $6: b 8:6, 6: There are officer" Can 
Brethren, bat other Men mach nearer; ** | 

2.. It what they do, they proceed upon Principles common to all 
Chriſtiags ant Proteſtant Churches, in taking the Word of God for 
their Rl! 45.aYivine atd perfett Rule.” The Chriſtian Faith, as they 
©:( of the Church 'of Rome ) had explained: it, was a Submiſſion to the 
© Church.” The. Reforming, finding that this was the Spring of all their 
© Errors, and that which gave them Colour and Authority, did on the 
© other hand, ſet up the Strength of their whole Cauſe on an explicit 
* believing the Truth of Scriptures, becauſe of the Authority of God, 
who had revealed* them, faith 'the Reverend 


© Dr. Burnet -—-, It were eaſy to be coptons, on Hiſtory of the Refer... 


this Argament ; * They who began the Reforma- * B 


| 00K 3. p. 286. 
<©ton, laboured in tranflating, and publiſhing the | 


©Scriptures 3 and would have all-their Do@rines tried by them. The: 


 ©Reverend Boz bids the Papilſts, Prove your Religion and Service 
©('which you itourly and falſely term Eatholick )- to be coannanded by 


« Chrift, or. elſe Wonzen and Children.,be they never ſo Lfty, will cole 
© by the manifeſt Words of our Saviour, that their Promiſe in Baptiſm, - 
© doth ſtraitly bind them from believiog your Errors, and admitting your” 
© Males, until you ſhew good and effeftual Warrant out of the Word of 
Chrift did, and teach what he taught, with-- 


*-Gecd, that you do what, | 


Cort adding or altering azy jot. | For this is the Duty that Baptiſm re-- 


} 


$quireth of us, to believe no Teacher but one, which is Chrilt, to fol-- 
©Jow no Stranger, to regard and obey no Lord or Law-maker ip, the- 


[1 


©Chnrch,_ bunt .only the Son, whom the Father . 
&zppointed to be Maſter aid Leader, and Ruler of S»bje#, pert 1. forc- 
©the Genniles. © þ N |  1mp torReligun, path, 

This being a Principle common to all the Prote- nc ns 
ſtant Raloerkes the 15 holfold it and no other re-- wr OO” ra 
pugnantto.It,or inconſiſtent with it; eyery true Pro- v1, 2. n 
teftant muſt needs hokd they ought not-to be puniſh- ; 


od for walking after it... And ſuppoſe any particular Man, or:Denomina-- 


tion of Men err in their SuperſtruCftures, and Conſequences ; - yet whether 


that Error, be not a tolerable-Error, and not a. puniſhable Crime, which - 


is conſiſtent with Piety and-Charity,.may be.left, to the. Judgment of 
every charitable Chriſtiap. . 


3. According to this Rule and Principle, they frame their Worſhip;;:, 
and model their -Government and Diſcipline, and. they that keep to © 
that, though by different Schemes, . having their Flaws and * Failing, - 


they cannot err-a damnable Error ;. and if not damnable,.it is want of 
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Etiarity that will judg it intolerable.  Audthere are thoſe. General ks 
- | and:: 
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and DireQions, which diret-.us x. by .2 Patern4. they-diredt ns to our 
Er:d, God%s Glory, and mutual Edification ; the outward manner, De- 
cency and Order : and altho .in particular Decencies and Rules of Or- 
er, there may be a Diverhty, yet all agree about Order; and the 
greateſt Diſagreement is in. ſome Points of Decency, which are but 
| Accidents, which are no Parts of Divine Worthip, 
The Means by Chriſt, .as the Reverend Biſhop Abbot writes, in Defence 
rhe Sprrng : fiber of Mr. Perkins, and do properly ard immediately 
Ples the bely Spur, the reſpett Men. It is 2 hard Caſe to punith all Men 
"rament.y Trad:trens, that are not of the ſame Complexion, or that can- 
Pp. 844 not ſee alike clearly, tho they walk with us in the 
| ſame way, of Faith, ard Holineſs, ard Peace. The 
'Church of Chriſt never bred that Notion, that Church-Unity ard Com- 
munion doth conſiſt in Accidents, no more than Humane Nature, in 
Complexion, Shape, Stature ; or of Children in Cloaths of the ſame Co- 
lour, Faſhion Length, &c. 

4. And once again ; they are puniſhed for Nonconformity ; and be- 
ſides, what hath been ſaid elſewhere, in particular ; bef:des the Con- 
{ideration of the wicked Delign, Sedition, Rebellion and Schiſm, ard 

| the odious Pretence, take the Law in the Strictelt Senſe of ir, and any 
Exerciſe of Religion in other manner, than according to the Liturgy and 
Prattice of the Church of England, ſeems to be forbidden by ir. It 
ſeems to be. unſafe for any to pupiſh upon this Law ; andirt is hard to/ 
. be puniſhed by it, it ſignifies ſomething, but certainly what, is very 
dubious. For in the Liturgy, s. e. Book. of Common-Prayer, there are 
two things only. 1. Rules, Direftions, and Orders, called Rubricks. 
2. The Parts of the Worſhip and Ceremonies, ordered, preſcribed, and 
directed by them. It ſeems the meaning of the Law is, That no other 
Exerciſe of Religion ſhall be lawful without 'the Common-Prayer, both 
Matter ard Rites, according tothe Rubrick ; but then, the Words of 
the Att agree not ; becauſe the Practice of the Church, in many Places, 
is different from the manner of the Liturgy, as others have proved by 
Inftances. The Practice of all Cathedrals may not be alike, for ought 
I know. The Prattice of the Cathedral and Pariſh-Churches, are'not the 
fame, as all Men know ; nor of one Pariſh like another, while ſo many 
go beyond the Rule ; the Practice of ſome Churches, and Colledge- 
Chappels, and ſome Chappels differ from others ; 
* And rhis 4s acco.- ſome reading all Pſalms and Canticles and Chapters 
oe Eid on Wedneſdays and Fridays ;, and others reading on- 
rhe terch of E r1g\and 8 . _ 
in 2 Elz.;d*, Vid, 1y ſome Prayers and the Litany ; * And yet the 
{+j:m# 4*,, An, 155% Law for all theſe places is the ſame. The Law is 
Tl * uriform, but the Practice multiform : Bur if 
DO | the 
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.the uſe of the Book, both” Rules and' Things \vrdered/by it, be-enjoined, 
then it ſeems ſtrange apr Words ſhould be ufter! rhe manher of the 


-Church of England ;- for ſuppoſe: any ſhould Itompoſe- a/Form of Wor- 
ſhip, begin, with ſome apt” Sentences of Scripture,” then go'to'an 
Exhortation, 'to'Confeſſion,| but- uſei another-Confeſſion ; and through- 
out obſerve the Rubrick, but not the ſame number of Pſalms, nor the 
ſame Cantictes, and'Leflons, or one of the'three; or ancient Creeds, and 
other Prayers ; -wherthor thisiwould not bez thoinot'the ſame things, yet 
after the manner of the Church of Englandy astbeing' after the ſame 
Order: But take.the words as before; [That no Exerciſe of Religion to 
above four and the Family ſhall be lawful, except they uſe the Common- 
-Prayerc Then may fome:be aptitothink, that, + rf 
. +1” Here is a Conformity” allowed: by this. Act: to-overthrow and 
weaken that required by the ACtrof 'Uniformity. . I query ; If a Mini- 
ſter ſhall in any publick place, ſo' he 'be:neither Parſon, Vicar, or St 
pendary, .rcad\ thz \Common-Prayer,” altho' he: do not ſubſcribe, nor 
declare Allent and Conſent, whether he may not lawfully preach to as 
large an Ailembly.as will 'hear-him ?.: And ſo may .not a-Man that is a 
Nonconformiſt; in reſpect off Subſcription: and:c;Declaration, lawfully 
preach, as publickly as|heican.? -and-ſo be a'legalNonconformmg Confor- 
miſt ;, as honeſt Mr. C. called himſelf; and whether this Act doth not 
ſtrike at: the Act of .Uniformity ? | | 
2. Doth it not caſt an ill ook npon all other Modes of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, -as if -no other Form were conſiſtent with the Peace. of the King- . 
dom, but what is according to the Liturgy * +. '' 
3. That all that difſent/from all things inthe Liturgy, are Perſons 
to be ſuſpected of the King, except ſuch as ſay, or hear the Liturgy, 
and for that Cauſe are not ; an&by Conſequence, whether the Execu- 
tion of it doth not clearly/tend to divide between the King and his Sub- 
jects, and between Subject and. Subje&t; yea;to make them. that are 
religious appear more formidable than the 1rreligious ? 
-- 4 And whether. it is not to ſet. up- a: manner of Worſhip compoſed 
by Men, above the matter of Worſhip appointed by God ? for let the 
Worthip as to the Matter and End and Principle be divine, it is not to- 
lerable, except it be after that one Manner and Practice. Þlladd no 
more Doubts and Prejudices, but;come to plain Argument, | 
They who ought to be encouraged and protected by the King <2 
of England, as Supream/Governour, ought .not to be puniſhed : 
But our Proteitant Nenconformiſts ought tobe encouraged andprotected : 
Therefore, &c. Abo — 
They who ſet up no! falſe and ldolatrous Worlhip, contrary to the 


Word of God.that worſhip God according to his Word, ought tobe en- 
| couraged 
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couraped-and protected-by theiKing)of England,as/Supream! Governotir, 
and hisLaws. But fach their/Worthip Gtrevery part; )} Therefore; &c. 
Pl tonch-the Mer firſt; and:then -g0'to the Propoſition : That Wor- 
ſhip which agrees.in the right Object, of Scripture-matter, according to 
Scripture, and: to-divine'Ends, 1s true Worſhip : but ſuch is their Wor- 
fhip. Therefore, &c. F tr) X13 
To multiply-no more SyHagiſths;I prove the Propoſition. by the conſtant 
Uniform, allowed-Podtrine of ithe Church [ of England. , And ro-Rtike 
-home at one blow, 'thus I argue: ' » 431177 | 
They who ought to :be encouraged and protected, and not puniſhed, 
according to the allowed Dottrine of the Church of Exglana, explaining 
the King's Supremacy, qught not tobe purilihed'by, any new ar ſubſe- 
quent,Law; that doth ot condemn'that allowed Dotttine of the Church, 
-as this Act; doth-not. - But:accordimg” tb the allowed-i2oftrine of: rhe 
.Church of England, explaining the King*s Supremacy; they, and ſuch as 
they, are to be encouraged and protected: Theretore Cc, 
This is the Propoſition I am to-prove; the ayer being clear. 
Thoſe Reverend Fathers of 'the: Reformetl Religion, which diſputed 
againſt the Pope?s,and proved the King?s Supremacy.,gdid thus ſtate and cx- 
See forth by Hen, 8h. plainiit, 2 the neceſſary Exudition of a Chriſtian Man, 
Vid. Dr. Bur. 1 Vol. To them, ſpecially 'and principally it pertaineth 
Hiſtory of the Reform. to defend the Faith of Chriſt, and his Religion, to 
P- 142. confſerve | and” maintainithe true Dottrine of Chriſt, 
and all ſuch as be true Prearhers and Setrers: fart hthereof: ; | and toi abolifh Abu- 
ſes, Hereſies, and Idolatries, and'to puniſy with Corporal Pains; ſuch'asof 
Aalicebethe occation of the ſame ; and finally to over-ſee,andcaule that 
the ſaid Biſhops and Prieſts do execute their Paſtoral Office truly and 
faithfully, and ſpecially in theſe Points, which by Chrift and his Apoſtles were 
given and committed to them; andin caſe they ſhallbe negligent in any part 
© thereof, or would notidiligently executethe ſame;':to cauſe them -to 
© redouble and ſupply 'their Lack; and if they obftxnarely withſtand 
© their Prince*s kind Monition, ard will not amend their Faults, then 
* and in ſuch Caſe to put others in their room and places. And God 
hath alſo commanded the faid Biſhops to obey with all Humbleneſs 
© and Reverence, both Kings, and'Princes, and Goyernonurs, -und all 
© their Laws, not being contrary -tothe Laws of God, whatſoever they 
© be, and that not only propter Tram, but alſo propter Conſcientiam, With 
this Doctrine all our beſt Writers of unqueſtionable Authority agree : 
See FewePs Apology, Part 1. p. 15. Edit. 1570, Apel. c. 11, Divi. 3. cut 
down Groves, break down Images, coerce and chaſtiſe Negligence, and 
Falſhood-of the Biſhop, pag. 715. Foſhua alſo Apic. 11, Diviſc'6, 8, 9, 10, 
21. Cc. 15. Dzw/. 13, 3.C. 17.Divi|. 1, 2.-— The -Reproof of Mr..Dorman, 
; with 
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# [for he. Mon:confodmiſts, Py | 59 

with a; Defence of'ither chief) Goverment» of) Chiciſtiin (Ptinces;" by - 
Dr. Alexander. Nowel,; Lindo, Ty66.p. 24 bipi131,.1435 161b. Dr: Fo 
Rainold's Conference with\Hurt, c: 10: © We never::afirmed:that Princes. 
© might cammand what God, forbiddeth, or prohibie mbhat:God commandeth. 
© Biſhops have their Authority to preach and/adminifter the Sacraments 
© from Chriſt himſelf-——; only'theRrince/giveth'them publick Liberty 
_ *withoutlet or diſturbance) to. do. what 'Chrift canmandeth —.. Princes 
© ſuffer and incite them, with Pexce.and Praiſe tor Uo their Duties —-. 
© Princes may by their Lawsprefcribe the Chriſtian Faith to be preached, 
© the right Service of God 4 Spirze and 2r Truth to! be uſcd,the Sacraments 
tobe adminiſtred, according tq-rthe Lord?s- Inflitution——. Bilſon. of Sub- 
jection, pag. 216, 217, ©:c.17.We lay that Princes,as publick Magilttates;. 
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* may-give Freedom. Protettion, and !Afliſtance to-the preaching 'of the 
© Word, miniſtring the Sacraments,arid Tight uſing of the Keys, pag: 227, 
236, 240, 249. See Biſhop Brzages of the: Supremacy againſt Stapleton, 
and Saunders, p. 67251673: 11 quote no more of him. 

There 1s neither Idolatry m Worſhip, :nor -Hereſy:in the Faith of the 
Nonconformiſts,forrwhich they onghr tobe reftrained,nor Unggdlineſsand; 
Diſhonelty, for which cheyythould be-puniſhed; any more than the beſt of 
Men': But worſhipping the'true Godin Chritt by the Spirit according: 
to his Word, &c. By the foregoing Dottrine they are to be encouraged 
and protected. There is but one thing to their Prejudice,their Difobedi- 
ence to ſome Temporal Eccleſiaſtical Laws, requiring Subſcriptions. &c. 
Hear a little further -the DoQtrine of the Biſhops and Dottors.' © To des. 
© viſe Rites and: Ceremonies for the Church is not the uce's Vockrion, 
© but to receive and allow ſuch as the Scriptures andCnons commend, 
© 4nd ſuch! as the :Biſhops/and Paſtors of the Place ſhall adviſe, not in- 
« fringing the Scriptures or Canons. - And--for-alEorher; Eccleſiaſtical: 
Things and:Caniſes, Princes. be [neither the Deviſers'nor Directors of 
©*thetn, but the Confirmers and Eſtabliſhers ofithat- . | | 
which is good, and Diſplacers and Avengers of Bzl/on, PAg; 252. 
© that which is Evil —-- The Ceremonies in divers 
© particular Churches, are of divers ſorts, and that without any Incon=: 
© yenience at all, ſo they all agree in thoſe unchangeable Iaws, given. by 
©the Univerſal Head, Chriſt. . The Reverend! Dr. Nawel's Reproof of! 
© Dorman, Þ. 25. See Homil, of Faſting, ſecond Part. How-eaſy: may; 
the Biſhops if they pleaſed, take. away 'the' Cauſes. of our: decried 
Schiſm? or without any Crime of Schiſm, permit aiDiverlity; to them: 
that are governed by the! unchangeable Law: of: Jeſag Chriſt ? 'andconly: 
differ from their particular and changeable Laws... * p | 

'Toconclude; If the|Faith of the Noncouformiſts be. the Catholick 

Faith, ( as it-is in all. and-cyery "_ and Article, eventhe-ſameauhich 
+03 is 


© ka) © The. Confomis-Third Plea. 


: profeſſed in the Chirch>of i: 4) contained:in che Scriptures y-if- 
They are :good Men, :andyhdneft Subjects 5; *Fher woare' taught.and-. 
* exhorted- to'pray, that-tha Kihg; and allm Auttiority under him, \may' 
© have Wiſdom, Strength; Juſtice;Clemmency, arid Zeal to:God?s Glory, 

*to God's Verity; to Chtaſtian Souls, and the;Common-wealth. : Letins- 
*pray they. may rightly-uſe their. Swordand Authority, for:the Main 

$4 <renance/and-: Defence ob the:Catholigk;Faith,. cone 

E: ef 3 jy go A of My * rained in the:Holy Scriptivies,and:of their;goodand 

p69. Lond. Edir.r673, * bondlt Subjetts;' for-the Fear: and mT of 

©the evik and vicious People. | 

ObjefZ.. But. they tranſpreſs: the Laws; therefore. are not good and 
honeſt /SubjeCts, break the Orders of the Chatchz&c- : 1 - , 

Anfw. Preaching” and hearing the;Catholick: Faith; is; r hope; no- 
Tranſgreſlion of the: Laws : if-1t be, -then,;you do :in effect ſay. the - 
Laws are. againſt. Godlineſs,.and. the Exerciſe of the »Catholick. Faith. 
They are good and honeſt 'Subjects;that pray for the King, /pay. Tribute,, 
live in Godlineſs and Honeſty; , therefore. they. ;are tobe protected and 
encouraged; which was the Propoſition to be: proved... E ſuppoſe no 
Law ought to be conſtruct, or executed; which in ;Gonſtruction and 
Execution. is contrary. to. the Catholick. Doctrine:of-the Church -of 
England, eſtabliſhed by Law. The Faith they:profeſs is Catholick,, their 
Worſhip is according -t6 the Scripture,. and. rhey..corrupt the People: 
neither with: Sedition;:or-Difobedience. ' The Conditians .of Liberty 
which they refuſe; are:no-Article of Catholick:Faithior Practice; there- 
fore .they/ought :tiot'to be; puniſhed, according to: the Dbdtrine of..the - 
 Church/of :England. - | 

. The ſecond-Queſtion is, Wihiether the Nonconformif Proteſtants are 
not tot be. indulged-and-permitted 2? 

The former Diſcourſe anſwers this Queſtion.' if they do not de-- 
ſerve to be puniſhed, but protected and encouraged:; thei they: ought to- 
be permitted and-indulged, white they deſign and act .nothing incon-- 
| ſiſtent with, . or contrary to the :Duties of. gaod, horieſt, peaceable- 

Subjects. 

\ 2.':Permiſſion: and: Indulmences is the loweſt degree of Fayour. that can' 
be ſhewed:to Catholick Chriſtians and Proteſtants.in a. Chriſtjan Prote-* 
ſtant Kingdom: + 3 

. 2: If more be due to the Profeſſion of: Chriſtian Religion, yea, of the 
Proteſtant. Religion:: 'Then a Permiſlion, or Indulgence, is the leaſt 
Reſpe&tand Favonr due to-it.. But more is dye to4t.than Permiſſion ;, 
therefore that?s the leaſt. 

2. If Permiſſion was due. to Godlineſs and Honeſty from adverſe 
10 Ln both Jewiſh and Heathen ; andatf it be due to —_— 

1ans, 
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Mans;/ in Popiſh Conntries ; then it is 'much more, due to;Proteſtant, 
Profetfors:+h Proteſtant Kmgdoms and States : But: the former js.true;. 
thereforeabch rmore- the latfere 7 oo Long te bole rms 
- Of theſe i- particular > þ 113 Spry 
©-x: The Jewiſh Powers ought to have permitted the preaching of the, 
Goſpel to ourSaviour and his Apoſtles,becauſe it was of God;; and God 
hath Soverign Power in all the World,to ſet up his Kingdom,and Laws.- 
ttwas the Sin of the Jews toforbid the preaching of the Goſpel ;.it was a- 
Duty in the- Apolties to preach it, even when forbidden..- If it;was a- 
Sin in the Jews 'to- forbid it, they ought certainly to-permir itz! yea 
they ought to have received. ard obcyed it: - If if had been a Duty, 
(and-no Sin) in the Jews to forbid the preaching of :Chrilt, it had been- 
a Sin! in the Apoltles notwithſtanding, and againſt that-Prohibition, to 
preach it. But 1t-was an*Obedience to God (the higher Power) to preach. 
tz therefore they who forbad it, ought.to permit it, yea much more, 
it was their Duty to bclieve i. : 


2. The ſame Reaſon will/hold all the World over ; becauſe Chriſti: | 


an Religion is from God, ind teaches the Knowledg, and Obedience, 
and Worlhip of God, and'the way to Life ; therefore Godmay ſend” 


it all over the World by Men called and ſent by him,-withoutthe,Com-. 


miſſion of the- Powers of the World.'. And if Men- knew the Gift of 
God, they ought to elteem |it the greateſt Mercy, and manifeſtation: of 
Grace, that was ever {hewed to the Sons of Men. - | <;r1:1 te 
Our Saviour cer lewel Apoſtles to:go into all: the World, .to 
preach.the Goſpel to every Creature. /;It comes among them withour 
their Knowledg, andagainlt- their Wills : Ought- it !to-.be received gr. 


ſty.was.to be priviledged, and protected, to 


to be permitted and: ROE with ,an overplus of Reverence and .Ho- - 


E & a gs, (et F bs + dat ” J® . , . 
y % Tl (UI: 27 TING \\ ”_ 6 b EIS oats. ” 'T $7 Fr FY bay 4 > . __ 
+. + «45 fs. Þ F. 33  *$e: Me a ; TL ES TT ING "I ; 
& 5s s WAH G UBI I140194 $? « F4 # - | ”® 
{ ... bo 


2 yy hat Mg di CLASS At. 
om I. _——— Seat UV 
Cob a2 feed POE no _—_ aa 
Ch þ Y 30 


Pn” = af] 


- YE SEE Tn 
RA gets = 


7 T Ay 7 . RO ag a a 4 | p þ F | IP - - « % 
02 Lye TOmoMmus: D : | 


quenee in this' Kingdom. Popiſh Kings and Rulers ought. to, receive; 
andiobey the Truth, and -to believe no/more than what Chriſt hath 
commanded to be believed, and to worſhip God according to the W1ll 
of Chriſt. Shall we ſay the Proteſtants in France ap not hold the Faith, 
nor worſhip God ry, 27 the Goſpel ? then what are they who 
ſay ſo? If they profeſs. and believe the Truth, they ought to be permit- 
ted, that's plain, for the Truth*s ſake, and for tie Lord?s ſake. . Doth 
Chriſtian Love and Compaſſion prompt us, to wiſh our perſecuted Bre- 
thren'in France enjoyed the Liberty of the true Religion there ? 'and if 
they ſhould enjoy a Freedom there, ſhall we deny a Liberty to Prote- 
ſtant Brethren here? I can ſee no way to avoid a Juſtification of the 
barbarous' Uſage of Proteſtants there, by them that proſecute Prote- 
ſtants here, for far leſſer Differences from our Eſtabliſhments, than 
theirs from the Papiſts. Suppoſe an Embailador was ſent to treas with 
the Freneh'Kitg, at this time of Proſecution of our Native Proteſtants, 
for a Ceſſation of that cruel Perſecution : how readily might an Anſwer 
be made, Why may not I ſuppreſs Hereticks, when in Ezgland you ſup- 
preſs Proteſtants ? 2 

' 4. A Diverſity of Order and Manner of Diſcipline and Worſhip, 
may be as well-permitted without breach of Church-Unity in the ſame 
Nation, as in divers Nations, without breach of Chriſtian and Catholick 


—Unity. - If different Forms of Belief are allowed, the matter being divine, 


and the one more large and explicit than others ; why may not ditfe- 
rent Modes and Order of Diſcipline and Worſhip be allowed and per- 
mitted'? Our Worſhip is according to our Faith; as we belieye, ſo we 
wortſhip :* Notwithſtanding our uſe of three Forms of Profeſſion of our 
Faith, we'/ agree in one Faith ; ſo in different Forms of Worſhip we 
agree in one Evangelical Worſhip : And our Reformers might with as 

reat Reaſon have pitched upon one- of the three , Creeds, and for Uni- 
Srmity fake, required Aſlent to that, and the uſe of that and: no other, 
as our Modern Fathers pitch upon one. Form of Worſhip, and require 
our Afent/and Uſe of that, and no other. For Uniformity in Faith is 
more neceſſary than Uniformity in Orders and Rites. We uſe the 
Creed called the Apoſtles, Athanaſian, and Nicen Creed. Biſhop Fewel 
hath written a larger Form, in: his Apology: for the Church of England, 


agreeing in Words with neither; and; in his Reply to Harding, reckons 


up eight Forms, compoſed by ſeveral Authors and 
24part, I, c 


Dh iſ. 1. Diverſity of Fathers. Harding, cavilling againſt his Declarati- 
Greeds, fol. 38, JF on of our Faith, ( as many 1n our days .exclaim a- 
a2ainſt Diſſenters,) ſaidz/n oxr Fathers days, Chriſti- 


an People lived in perfett Unity, &c.. before Luther's/ New Goſpel — But 


let us learn from our-Reverend Father Fewe/, that Unity of Faith may 
1 : | agree 


- py " "I bs CY 
« 


agree-withi Diverſity of !Forms of Faithz and by Conſequonce, with Di- 


yeriity of Forms of Worſhip. ES ARS 3 28:0 
1 Obje. But the' Adminiſtration of God's Worſhip oughtito-be-uyi- 
form in one- Nation; and-variety of Rites in 2one National 'Chiitch, 
would Cauſe Diviſion of -Judgment, and by :Conſequenee/Diviliott-6f 
Aﬀection.; and to tolerate divers ways.of 'Adminiſtrarions, Would Be to 
tolerate matter of perpetial Diſcord and Schifin. OF pB IE 

. Anſw. Beſides what the learned and acute !Sir Thomas OverhmryHrt- 
ſwers to a part of the matter, of this Objection, 2 13 $h0ON Qb 
pag. 106. and the- Commiſhoners in the Savoy ;, Ill i Hocupen Gf IFN 
return my Anſwer in. two things. '1. Without | dings, *prB8, 9.32 10 
Controverſy, -owr : Lord Jeſus took care'for the © 0 ©! 1 by16.b 
Preſervation of Unity, ſuch a Unity as is necelſary-among his DiRINes; 
and yet took no ſuch Courſe as theſe Men build all Unity upon. - 2: *Phe 
Church of Coriath was doubtleſs a. particular Church, and-according? to 
the Senſe of the Reverend Biſhop B-l/on, quoted before, there / was 4 
Form of Liturgy:preſcribed, p. 619, 620. {IL 
— To be ſhort, Multitndes of learned and able Men, hliving'in'one King- 
dom, have- diverſity of Apprehenſions and Notions of things, aswell 
as in divers Nations; and except Uniformity of Words -might-produce 
an inward Uniformity of Conceptions, it hath not that Influence upon 
Unity as fowe Men think, by their too violent urging of it. CFE 

\ 3. lam for Uniformity according to General Rules, not excluding 
Prudence, which muſt judg whats neceſſary, what's expedient, what*s 


edifying, or what not : for to exclude Prudence, is to-limit :Nwine . 


Providence to particular Rules. Divine Providence proceeds from Sove- 
raignty ; Prudence obſerves lit, and Conſcience'muſt obey 'it : Saving 
the Dominion of Providence, and the Exercife:of MiniſterialiPrudenge, 
let's be as uniform as ve, can. This prudential Latitude is alowed'x> 
every Curate, in the Cao of: Homilies, in dividing them, leaving a 
part for the After-noon, and*chimging of 'Leſſons, reading'one-for atio- 
ther, as ſhall be moſt for Edification, in the Admonition'to all Eceleſr 
aſtical Miniſters before the ſecond part'df the Homily. 0013-320 CA 
. Foctonclude this Queſtion 'I defire "the'violent' afid/ active, 'and 
the viotent and oppreſſive Diſputantsof theſe times;toarifiver; Whether 
they think that our Proteſtant-Diſſenting-Brethren, that preach the 
Faith,-and labour to'convert and:build'up preciobs Soils, 'are-unworthy 
to enjoy Liberty to preach 'the' Goſpe!;: or to'enjoy their Eſtates, or'to 
live i2 «ny part of the. World? If not,'what/iground have they' for their 
ill Opinion ?. "What [Chriſttan Charity -have they ? How dothey con- 


and Inhuman Rootersout of Hereſy ! But if-not worthy to Ive-aniong 
EE. on. | us, 
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{pire with Bloody Inquifitors, and French-Pexſecutors ! yea Triſh Rebels, 
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- us retainingtheir Liberty of Conſcience:and'Religion, Whither Trail 
they go ? Where are they like to find more natural Atfeftiontthan among 
their, 'Native;;Country-men" and Acquaintance? Where ſhall they be 
_ more! welcome ? among the 'Papiſts ? among Infidels, where Satan 
bears; fojmugh: Rule ?::/0r among Proteſtants abroad ? Alas, where! 
- Whq Baneptertain them? | Would you baniſh then'to) Scortand, Ireland? 
, there are too many already ?£ Whither woutd:youw” have'them' go (for 
. they-axebid begon, if they?ll: not conform, by ſome ) where they-may 
. do good? there's work enough for them,where-eyer they are ?. Why may. 
thay T0t do good here among, us ? To be ſhort; they-who turn them out 
. of their:Heaxts,and Charity,upen the ſame reaſon banifh them our'9f the 
; Land, if not out of the World : And what ifthey ſhould ſay 2s their 
Ejactorsdo,We had better live or be in any Land or Nation,cven among 
thePapilts or Infidels, thay live among ſuch as theſe: Would it not ſound 
yorlſls than all that. yet they have ſaid ? And what a Diviſion, or Schiſm 
At the very. root, would that be, if it grew to'it-? Which it hath not 
done, and I wiſh never may. . But we may fee that Violence ks a'Wedg 
40 inakethe molt ghaſtly Schiſmthat ever was ſeen in a-Chriſtian Church. 
-  \/-yBut , rather than be guilty of ſo unpeaceable and uncharitable a 
Thought or Carriage, capable of ſuch a Conſtruction, . which all - Chris 
ſtians ſhould. as ill endure to lodg within them as the Devil himſelf, or 
expoſe our ' Brethren to Temptations and Sufferings ; let us all moſt 
earneſtly pray for Peace and Union, and lay aſide all Thoughts and Paſſi- 
ons; which are the beginnings of Schiſm. And fol come tothelaſt Query. 
_ Query 3. Whether we ought not to unite as aboveſaid, and ſo tounite, 
and become one, by the removal or abating the things which divide 
and break us, ſo that we may hold mutual and actual Communion in 
theſame Exerciſe of Religion, without fear of offending our Superiours 
or'any ther ? | | | + 

- That we ought to unite, is the Cry and Viaice of all,” in whom Chri- 
Mtianity doth but faintly breath, and the Spirit of God hath any effect or 
Intereſt;; but the Qzomodo is moſt diflicult, in this, as in many other 
Operations. I have betrayed my ſelf, and diſcovered my poor Opi- 
mien in the very Queſtion, ſy removing pnd: abating the things which divide 
«1d breaks. But it appears clear to my: Apprehenſion,that no cther way 
or means will ever do. If the Diſſenters ſhould be miraculouſly con- 
vinced,-or charmed into a Conſent; then that which was a Cauſe of 
diſſent. is become as no Cauſe : and while their Underſtandings ſtand at 
- this diſtance; and they be: but:figcere and obedient, ard honeſt to their 
own Thoughts-and Judgments, they-can never come over to us ; and to 
uſe force without Reaſon, is the way to drive them from God, when we 
pretend. to drive them to Church. Would we have them act _ 
# etl 


the:Gonſclence ?.Anidcreaily what hath-been, ro-inforratheirkin) 
derſtaydings hath been-\ineffeftirg'to that End. Adsithitely (ck Woh 
tings chat convey neither Love nor diſtinchive-Reaſonings;willleyer' 


fe Mas better Budicc in thebioven za; ehoweherectimdnaliads. 


gainlt, them? ls,it-likely: that aidiſplay:of Parra 
Trumpets, Net to. call rhe:Congreſzabod together}, to utite, to-d2oye and 


Peace, bnt.to alarm People, to atm themſcives;:and ro4vatchas againft 


Seditious Perſons, will ever -incqurage them to come in and nite with 
us? We mult argue from: better. Lopicks,-: than-Sarcaſms; Fonts, 
Mockery, Emulation, Wrath and Revyiling ;, theſe Deeds of the Fleſh 
will never allure Men to wat with.us tn one Spirit veg yoll modes, 
There are large Encomiums:of -Upty and» Peacey arid eveny..pant'of 
the Encomium, or.-praiſe of it, contains-An -Argument:thp&Iiwaticons ts 
it. And two mighty Arguments ſhould at this -+ {p11 14,7 77 375 
time prevail with us,. * Neceſlity, and Self-prefer- oattr, Lim ee RT 
vation ; we {ce our apparent: Dangers by being g&l<5en4 "Biſhop © 
ſcattered abroads: like an Army: ina Routz;ar: Dit-! > Cork, coſe! 7heſe 12196 
order, or Tymylt, while our Potent Enennevare ;n444=0»esi9 remiinicr, 
united againſt us. We: cry out upon Dillenters as - e194 befirf Co* 
factious, but. were it not for a Factious' Spirit : 
among, our ſelves, they had never been thus broken and ſeparated from 
us. Our. Life, our Delights,/ our: Happinels; doth conſiſt in, or ſpring 
frem Union ; after this. our d&jres; to ran-or-fly, they move at,.no 
flower rate? Our:Death, Sorrows, Griets, and Unhappineſs doth follow 
our Separation from the things, wherein; Life, Delight and-HappineG 
conſiſt. A divided State is an unhappy State; Charity is the Bond of 
PerfeCctneſs ; when Charity dics, then she Church is like a Princely Fas 
mily broke up, diſperſedand divided. i; They who. do. not love, cannot 
unite, butamake a Breach,; and Sspafation., -/T he-uncharitable, Mani 8 
the faiivus Man, - To impmte:i Fattseuſneſs to one' Party, who; would unieh, 
but cannot,and to excuſe another who may'unite, but will 'not, i to zudlg with tvo 
apparent a Partiality for an equal Judg. Had the upper ſide, but the. very 
ſame Reaſons and Arguments, which now the opprelled uſe and urge 
for themſelves, they would be 'of Authority, aid very conliderable, if 
not unanſwerable ; whereas now they are look*d upon as weak, and 
{corned as ridiculous. Favour and Authority gives-Force-and Weight 
tothe Reaſons of them that;,enjoy-the, benefit of the)Favour;z'and when 
Perſons are expoſed to Contempts.their ſtrongeſt argnings are deſpiſed 
as weak, and their loudeſt Complaints are: not heard, -but rebuked as 
cauſcleſs, and themſelves branded as a Faction; thothey-are Catholick 
and Loyal ju their Faith and Ts" And this is plain, the Noncon- 


formiſts 


- me YO on ; 


- -- ti2 the Noncortfortnits:” _— 
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forrifobave found itfo; their: Atgoings, Repreſentations, Complaints 
Cuotichihave/been but "few Y:Morions;. k95u4 meme er A jogkes have 
beeh' deſpiſed; ibecabfe. they 'are deſpiſed andilowinthe World, 'and a 
worldly intereſt keeps them down. 1 have ſometimes thought, that-if 
Authority! had been apainſt 'the uſe' of the Crofs,. and commanded 
Mr.:Parker to write his Book againſÞ1t, then he had been dignified with 
the Epithets, that: Mr. Hoaker hath been adorned wirh, of the Judicious 
Parker, and rhe Profound Parktr, and the” Excaient Parker, whereas be- 
ing'on the decried fide, he hath been often laughed ar, The greateſt 
number of Men conſider .more- the-©ondition of the Perſon, than the 
thing fpoken or wtitten'by him ;-and- give him the greateſt Honour, by 
whom they may receive; a- Favour. From this Partiality @ FaCtion 
grows up:and dhrivesexcetdingly, when i 1s fatned by the'Richneſs of 
the Soil; and*ipflaenced ' from fomethar fit above ;. ;and hence i comes, 
even from Partiality and Fattion, that the imputation of FaCtion is con- 
ſtantly thrown ypon-Dilſenters, becauſe they do not what they cannot 
.do with.a good Conſrience according to their Light. But if all of us 
would fetyp Go@s Glory the Edification of his Church,/Trurh, Peace, 
and'Union .in the-middteas'a-iCenter, and alt of vs: that are-ſcattered 
and divided' in- the Circamference, run upto it, by the Lines of Scrip- 
| ture-Rules, then God wonld be more glorified 
754, Cypr. de fimpli- than he'is, the Church more edified, and we more 
RC IMS Happy-ih Peace and Union than -we'are ;- or- if we 
Bind. 37 1242 were all affected- to iglorify "God, to edify the - 
wo 10: 10h 1287791 Church, and to keepthe Unity of 'the Spirit in the 
Rondof Peace, ids tong. as we-iagreed,. and met in God as in a Center, 
andthe Lines of Holy Scripture, tho 'we did not all run mon Line, in 
one Way, but different Ways. Our Diverſity would be without 
Schiſm, and all our Divifions'would be like the difperſing of a namerous 
without Alienation of' Aﬀection; 'ltike the Diſtribution of' the 
Patriarchs into their ſeveral Tribes; inhabiting the Land: of 'Canaar, 
; = fame Blood, the ſame Religion, in the ſame Covenant: with 


Fowardsthis Union, we muſt confider ;- 


E Wheretn it conſiſts. - | 

H. Remove the Cauſes of Divifion-as much as poſſibly we -can. The 
Caufes of Diviſion are, 1. Inward, : 2. Outward, and. apply 
our ſelves to the Means of Union. © © - [4 DSN 

Ul.: Wherecin the hatare of Schiſm dorth/properly conſiſt. 


L The 


fo2 the-Nonconfoamitts..' * G7 
1; The Perſons nriited, are:Chrift and his Church, underithe Deftomi- 
- _nation:.of bis Members, his; Body; and: hjsiSpoaſe, compared t6 Tevfal 
kinds of Union, as natural and political; Every Chriſttantd wnited to 
Chrilt:by- the Spirit of Chriſt's working Faith, and Faith/perteiyir 
or ſeeing: Chriſt -co be what he is; and what- he is; made of ' 
to us, doth attract Love to him, which' is intire, -intere; ;feryent. 
By Faith and Love the. renewed gracious Soul doth confederater with, 
and conſent, and ſubmir to Jefus Chriſt, -accarditig'to the'KrizctesbPthe 
Goſpel, or Covenant of Grace, Every Member of Chrift is # part of 
the whole; and there is the ſame Spirit'in all, they-are all Members of 
Chriſt, and Members one of another, and that Spirit, Faith and Love, 
which unites to Chriſt, doth unite them- one to- another.” * This Union 
1s from active operating Principles and Graces, which are quickened, 
and-ſtrengthened by the Spirit of Chrilt cmaking uſe commonly of qut- 
ward Means and Ordinances to that End : And theſe-Graces, or the 
New Man, ſo! guickened and aſlifted; exerciſe that Power -towards 
Chriſt and one another; and this mutual Exerciſe of Grace, is_ our 
Communion with- Chriſt, \. and his with -us, and of - one towards 
another, according to our various Conditions, in mytug] Care, Sympa- 
thy, Compaſſion, and, Joy.-'3 Cor. 12. 25, 26. 50 ol 
This Communion wh. Chriſt, and one another, in this Life, 1s but 
imperfect, we underſtand but in part, and. our Faith ſerves and helps 
us Ser an imperfect State, and by Conſequence our Love'is weak, and 
other Graces are at belt but in a growing Condition. ' Our Admini- 
ſtrations, and- Commmunnion in Ordinances have great ImperfeCtjons, 
according to the weakneſs of our Perceptions, Light and Judgment, and- 
other Graces. And ſuppoſe our Love were ſtrong and intire to one 
another,, yet. in this bad Light, we are ſubject to many great Errors 
and Miſtakes : And our Union and Agreement lies, 1,” Inrone general 
End, Gods Glory. 2. In one Common Principle of Operation, or 
Efficient Cauſe, the Spirit -of - Jeſus Chriſt, 3. In one way ahd means. 
of Conveyance and Acceptation, Jeſus.Chriſt, as our Mediator and Ad» 
vocate. 4. Inone General Rule, the Holy Scriptures, and the 1 
tutions of Jeſas Chriſt.-the Law-giverz where there are theſe Ones, 
there is Catholick Unity : There ts one Body, and one Spirit ; even as ye ars 
called in ane hope of your Calling ;; One Lord one Faith, one Baptiſm, One 
God and: Father of all, which 1s above all, and through all, and m you all. 
Epheſ: 4. 4, 5, 6, &c. The ancient true Bonds of Unity, are one Faith, 
one Baptiſm, and not one Ceremony, one Polity, * | 
faith the Lord Bacon; our - Difagrement is in the  Ubs ſupra. Þ. 4 
latter, we agree in the firſt and-principal.- 
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. irri;FnOn- this Union proceeds Communion;z/for, the. Church, the Body 
;9t-Chriſt;, conſilting, of living Members, quitkened 'by the renewing, 
Janctifying Spiritz and exercifing the'Graceb: received, have: Communi- 
on, with-God through, and by the Spirit ; and» with: one another,, as 
N FRIIFEn of the'ſame Heavenly Father, and Subjects of the ſame Heaven- 
| Lt jet Members, of the ſame Family. - And this Communion is 
, maintained, exerciſedand increafed by Laws and Ordinances, in 
the. Obſervation of which, there is a conveyance of many and great Pri- 
viledges and Benefits. | 
;This Union-and Communion, is either inward or outward ; inward, 
_ in being joined to the Lord, and to one another, in being of one Mind 
..and Heart : Qutward, and that's twofold : 1. In ſpiritual things. 2. In 
outward-and carnal things. | " i: 8 
--. 1. Iv ſpiritual things; x; So. the firſt Church, continued ſtedfaftly in the 
Apoſtles Dofrine, and Fellowſhip,and m breaking of Bread and Prayers ; Acts 
- 2. 42. And they continued daily with one accord in the Teqnple, and breaking 
of, Bread from Houſe to Houſe, did eat their Meat with Gladneſs and Single- 
weſs of Heart, praiſing God, &c.” Verl. 46, 47. And let us conſider one ano- 
_ ther ta provoke unto, Loye and. to good Works, not forſaking the aſſembling of our 
ſelves together ®as the manner of ſome is, but exhorting, one another, | Heb. 10. 
24, 25. Let the Word of God awell in you richly, in all Wiſdom, admoniſhing 
one another in Pſalms, and Hynins, and Spiritual Songs, &c. Col..3. 16. Ex- 
horting one | another ;, Heb. 3. 13. Comforting one another; 1 Theſl. 4. 18. 
 Edifying one another ;, Chap. 5. 11.. Praying always with all. Prayer and Sap- 
 Placatian-in the Spirit 3 Ephel. 6. 18., Confeſſing their Faults one to: another., 
and praying one for another, &c. James 5. 16. | i | 
 ..2. In outward and carnal things z Ats 2. 44, 45- E. 4. 32, 34, 35-C. 5. 
4. Heb. 13. 16. 1 Tim. 6. 17, 18, &c, This kind of Communian is belide 


the Subject now in hand. | 


... It is- ſaid, ;there can be no Union without -Communion :: be it ſo. 
-Is not that Commanion both of Churches, Paſtors and Perſons; a ſuffici- 
£nt Communion to free any Churches or Perſons from the Guilt of 
'Schiſm, which is anfwerable and proportionable to the Union of the 
Body of Chriſt, and agreeable to the Inſtitutions and Ordinances of 
'Chriſt ?. His Ordinances are ſufficient. Means and Inſtances of Commu- 
nion, without any: Additions of Forms. and Ceremonies z -we-have his 
Law. and Form of. Admiſſion into his Family and Church, Baptiſm : 
And being baptized by one Spirit into one Body ;, we have his Word, 
which is ſufficient to make us wiſe unto Salvation, and to make the Man 
of God perfect, throughly furniſhed unto every good Work. ; we have 
a Form and Pattern of Prayer,and Direftions and Matter for all manner 
of Prayer ; we haye a Sacrament for Communion and Confirmation ; 

We 
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* we have what Chriſt thought ſufficient Means of Communion in all and 
every Nation that ſhould receive the GoſpeT; and by Conſequence for 
"the univerſal, and every particular Church. And it 1s obſerved, what 
the Spirit of Chriſt did to preſerve Unity, and prevent Schiſm. He gave 
| diverſities of Gifts, for divers. Adminiſtrations and Operations : The 
' Church is compared to a Body, conſiſting of different Members, 
in Subordination, for Service and Uſtfulnefs; ſome to do the 
Office of an Eye, others of an-Ear; ſome of a Hand, others of a 
" Foot ; ſome honourable, and ſome diſhonourable, that there ſhould 
be no Schiſm in the Body, 1 Cor. 12. He inſpired holy Men, and 
they ſpake as inſpired by him, but not the fame form of Words, without 
'a great varicty, not the fame: Form of Prayer in the ſame Words 
and Syllables ; no not the ſane Form of Words to a word in the Inſti- 
rution of the Lord?s Supper ; St. Mark, leaves out, Drink, ye all of it ;, 
Mark 14. 23. and for Remiſſion of Sins, ver. 24. St. Luke 206 to, This ts 
my Body, given for you, Do this in Remembrance of me ;, Chap. 22. 19, & 20. 
to the Cup, which 1s ſhed' for you; and not as the other two Evangeliſts. 
And. St. Paul delivers to. the Cormthians, what he received from the 
Lord, and adds to St. Matth. and' Mark,, and varies:from 'St. Luke, 
This is my Body which is broken for you, and: keeps the words of St. Luke, 
In Remembrance of me ; but adding, As oft as: ye do it in: Remembrance of 
me, after the Cup ; 1 Cor. 11. 23, 24. — If either of theſe Holy Apo- 
ſtles gave the Sacrament, uſing his own Words, and ſo it be delivered. 
in four Forms ; who will: doubt but he holds Communion ſufficient to: 
the Ends of the holy Sacrament * And* the Uniformity lies in Bleſſing 
and giving Thanks, in taking Bread, breaking it, giving and taking it, . 
as a Token of the Body of Chriſt to the appointed End ; and fo alſo» 
the Cup, as a Token of his Blood, drinking it to the appointed End. 
Uniformity of Wards is not neceſſary to Church-Communion, neither in 
Articles of Faith, nor in Preacking, nor in Prayer, nor in Sacraments; . 
and yet Chnrch-Communion 1s as neceſſary a Duty, as aſſociating of 
"Churches and Aſſembiies, it being truly the End of ſuch Aſociation and 
Aſeembling.: And yet no Man of ſenſe wilt deny the great Advantages 
of Conſent, Agreement, Similitude,' and' Uniformity in all our Admi- 
niftrations, as near as we can frame our Mmds therennto, which will; 
never come nearer than according to general Rules, without Debates 
and Diſputes, as many, if not more, and of as great, an Influence upon 
RN as can ariſe from the Application and Conſtruction of Generat 
ules. 


- 1: Let us remove and take away the Cauſes of Diſtnion and Diviſt-- 
on as much as poſſibly we can- | | 
| And 


70 The Confouniſfs Third lea 

And firſt, Thoſe that are within us,- which may be reduced to Fleſh 
' and Self. For whereas there is .among.you Envymng, Strife and Diviſions, are 
| _ Ye not caihal and walk, as Men ? For while one ſaith, I am of Paul, and 
anather, I- am of Apollo, are ye not carnal? 1 Cor. 3. 3,4. Self is the 
Schiſmatick within us, till we are converted from it, we are ſeparate 
from Chriſt, and by Conſequence are diſunited from his Body, and do 
not conſent to the Terms of his Covenant aud Salvation, Selt-conccir, 
Pride, and Loftineſs, Sclf-will, Self-ſeeking, avd Self-love, . are the 
Springs of. our bitter Waters of Strife and Separation, that run inte 
"divers Channels, or rather break the Banks, and oyereflow-the Church. 
2. The outward Cauſes are belides the Co-operation of the World 
and Devil, - the rigorous exacting and enforcing of particular Conditi- - 
ons of Church-Liberty and - Communion, with ſuch Forfciteres-agd Pe- 
:nalties, as hinder the Progreſs of the Word of Life, and the Salvation 
-of Souls : All our Wars have been betore the Gates of the City, ſince 
many have been turned out ; we fay they ſhall not come 1n, except they 
will ſubſcribe to Terms ; and they ſay they cannot, except they are 
taken away : Both Sides mult ſound a Parlee ; and our Governours 
have the greateſt, and moſt imitable prevailing Example of the King of 
= : His'Church, and his Apoſtles. Hear our Homily. 
: "Homrely of F —_— . ' * God's Church ought not, neither . may it be ſo 
p = pe #%7* © tixdto that, or any other Order now made, or 
PETS 12; < hereafter to be made. and deviſcd by the Autho- 
Frity- of Man, but that-it may lawfully for juſt Cauſes, alter, change, or 
©mittigate thoſe Ecclejiaſtical Decrces and Orders ;. yea, recede wholly 
*© from them, and break them, when they tend either to Superſtition, or 
© to Impiety, when they draw People from God, rather than work any 
* Edification in them (and not in theſe Caſes alone, as you ſhall hear 
© afterwards ).. This Authority Chriſt uſed for the Order and Decree 
© made by the Elders for waſhing oft-times — tending to Superſtition, 
© our Saviour changed into. the Sacrament of Regeneration.. .This Au- 
© thority,To mittigate Laws and Decrees Eccleſiaſtical, the Apoltles practi 
© ſed—. Atts 15. lignifying, they would not lay any other Burden upon 
< them, but theſe Necellaries — . Thus ye have heard that Chriſtian 
© Subjects are bound-to obey, even in Conſcience, ſincere Laws, which 
© are not. repugiiant tg the Laws God—. Ye have. heard that. Chrilt's 
< Churchis not ſo bound to-obſerve any Order, Law, or Decrce-made by 
© Man : To preſcribe a Form in Religion; but that the Church bath full 
< Power and Authority from God to change and alter the ſame, when 
© need ſhall require, &c. Was there ever greater necd than now ? Love 
of Union, Peace and Growth of Godlineds, Sence of unminent, Danger, 
and that Danger no leſs than Deſtruftion, hath moved the Raga, Here. 

| , re 
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rendBiſhop'of Cork, to print thoſe -preſſing Divine Sermons, and takE- 
his Teſtimony, (as carrying greater Authority than of private Men*s)'of 
the neceſſity of, Union > ſpeaking of the' Proteſtants in treland, We 
malt nite, or be deſtroyed. And how far is Ireland > 

from England-? Can the Proteftant Church in Ire- Firſt Serm.Pp. 29. 
land be deftroyed; and England be ſafe ? Yea, how | 
much further is the Deſtruction from Ezelard, than from Ireland ? may 
not England be deſtroyed firſt ? It is molt likely : for if England be de-- 
{troyed, Ireland cannot eſtape ; if Ireland be deſtroyed;. England: will be 
' eudangered, but may better withſtand it, than Ireland can. The fame 
diſcerning. and ſenlible Biſhop cannot conceive any Poſlibility of an Uni- 
en of all honeſt-minded Men of different Perſuaſions amongſt us, that call: 
themſelves Proteſtants, but by the coming-of ſuch ſeveral Diſſenters into 
the eſtabliſh*'d Church: - Hence the Inference is not 
far to be fetched.. That this Union can never be Second Serm. Þ. 61.. 
but by _ away the Bars, and the Chains that 
keep the Dillenters from entering in: Upon what Terms' ( faith that 
Right Reverend and Excellent Perſon ) muſt we of the Eſtabliſh! 
Church come-over to you, that diſſent, or you come. over. to us ?- We- 
declare, we cannot without Schiſm ; and then adds a moſt generous 
Expreſſion of a large and catholick Spirit : — But are ready to ſacri-- 
fice all we can otherwiſe to the Publick Peace and Safety. O 
that all were thus frank, in their biddings for: Peace.and'Uni- Pag. 29 
on ? But Right Reverend Father, Diſſenting-Proteſtants and 
Independents, will never preſs you ſo far, as to come to them, that is,.; 
to be Presbyterians and” Independents : If you will, do- what you may 
without Schiſm ; and they do what ever can be done with a good Con-- 
ſcience, the deadly Wound 13 in a hopeful way of cure. | ; 

' Find ont, firſt;.. what Unity is neceſſary for this imperfeCt- State: . 
2, Obſcrve what Rules Ehrift gave by his Spirit, ad the Holy Apo- 
{tes practifed for Unity, againſt Schiſm, for. Truth: and Faith againſt” 
Hereſy, for Government againſt Confuſion, for Order againſt Diſor-- 
der, for Decency againſt Indecency, for Worſhip againſt [dolatry and: 
Itreligion, for Diſcipline againſt decay of Piety, and for the ſoundneſs 
of its Members; ina word, for Admiſſion into Communion and Privi-- 
ledges, for Edification, Peace, and Comfort: And what more can be ne-- 
ceſſary for Unity and Peace of Chriſtians in one Nation, than what was - 
ſufficient for Chriſtians in aKNations ? And-then there will be neither- 
Schiſm on one hand, nor Diſſent onthe other. That one Rule of the A+- 
poſtte, as far as we haye attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, would” 


unite and heal us,and do us more Service than all the Volumns tn 
| _ beſides... 


72: : - The Confoanift's Third Ptea 
indjlee. And who: cari walk by the ſame Rule further 'than.the hath 

The Means to be uſed for Union, are 1.vA fincere Obſeryation: of, 
and conſciencious Conſent unto the Terms of our Chrittianity and Sal- 
vation, our Baptiſmal Vow. Hypocrites and Formaliſts,. are the firſt 
Rank of Diſſenters, ard Schiſmaticks, that. conform not unto the Laws 
of Chriſt, and Terms, of Salvation, - 2. A conſcientious walking after 
the Spirit. Senſual Men, - that have not the Spirit,-are 'the notorious Se- 
paratiſts. 3. A ſtudious ſearch into; and keeping t0 the holy Goſpel, 
wherein we are taught, as the way to Union. - | 

1, A ſetting up, or.rather acknowledgment of God, 4s 47. all, and above 
all; 1 Cor. 3. 'C | nal! | | 

2. An Imitation of Jeſus Chriſt ::bl. 2. 5, in Humbleneſs of Mind 
and Condeſcention. , 

3. Unity: of Mind in the Lord ; £hvl. 4. 2, 1 Cor. 1, 10. not con-. 
tentious, ſtriving in Parties, as if Chriſt were divided. - *, 

£- By Charity which ſuttereth long, 4s kind, envieth not, vaunteth 
_ novit lf, is not puffed up, ſeeketh -not- her own, ts not ea{ily, provo- 
ked; thinketh none Evil, rejoyceth not 1n-Iniquity, but rejoyceth in the 
Truth. By theſe Divine Effects and Properties of Charity, we may lay 
our Diviſions upon the Head of Uncharitableneſs : Charity kceps all 
together as in a Bond of PerfeCtneſs : | Be kindly affet}ioned one to another, 
with brotherly Love, in Honour preferring -0ne angthex © Rom. 12. 10., Re-- 
Joyce with them that ds rejoyce, and weep with them that weep, ver. 15., 2 Cor., 
12; 25; 26. 3} 6:9 439% | ty 

oP By Self-denial. This is the individual Property and Effect of true 
Faith and Love, and- by Conſequence the necellary Qualification of a 
Diſciple. By this we ſeek God's Glory, and not our own ; pray that 
Gods K mgdom may comeand bis Will be done ;, as if, we had no Intereſt nor 
Congernment in this World, but the Advancement- of Chriſt's King- 
dom; nar Work:-to dozbut to do his Will. Exceptwedeny our ſelves we 
cannot-condeſcend, not ſeek the good of all,. but pleaſe our ſelves ; we 
cannot have a Care of one another as of our ſelves ; we ſhall not ſeek 
the things that be of Chriſt, but our own. This, Fatious,-.this Schima-; 
tical Self. muſt be denied, or we can never be healed, -nor grow in- one. 

6. If we would nnite, we muſt not aggravate Divilions,nor mnltiply 
Schiſms in our own Fancics, Opinions and uncharitable Aﬀections, look- 
ing upon  diveriity of Opinions, as hideons Errors; upon Errors as 
damnable ; judging others az Deceivers,.and, deceived, .and . admiring 
.qur ſelves, as if priviledged with 8.Jittle:Infallibilicy.z .cenfuring,our 
Brethren, revidiag, reproaching, Juppreſling and . periſecuting of | Sic 
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Our Union lies. in a. Point,, it, is .in: the Head, in PEN 644 445i 
rhe Eres of Chriſtianicy: of F wry bryri fn Br _ e  aeks aber 
hip, and in Aer, as the Sum of our Prayers. /ep:rated from the Ca- 
An. ſo Schiſm, pernitious Schiſm, lies in a narrow- #49 Church, by Cy- 

' er Compaſs, than moſt Men, 1 will not ſay, would . os OOTY 
have. it,; but-than moſt do lay. it in. feet, co 
.,Schiſm is a'Breach of Union; but then it is a Breach of that Un 
which ought to be among Chriſtians, from the Nature .and [rs i 
Chriſtianity. But according to ſome, the weaker ſide is always the 


Schiſmatical. 


Ef 
Ion, 


__ And ſo I.come to the laſt Head, to ſhew ,wherein Schiſm lies,, or 
what Schiſm is : It hath many ;Branches, and Degrees ; but Pll take the 
molt authentick. Notion of it, from the prime [Doctors and Fathers of 
.the Church of England, by which 1 dare ſay, our Proteſtant Dillenters 
will be tried and judged. Hear the Canon, and let it be the Reed to 
meaſure our Schiſm by ; we may. ſtand to their Rule, who made our 
Canons : Anne. 1603. Can. ix. The Title is, Authors of Schiſms in_ the 
Church of England cenſured. Oak 
© Whoſoever ſhall hereafter ſeparate: themſelves from the Communi- 
© on of Saints, as it is approved by the Apoſtles Rules in the Church af | 
© England, and combine themſelves together in a new ' Brotherhood, , 
© accounting the Chriſtians who.are conformable. to the DoCtrine, Gar, 
© yernment, Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of Englard,.to be pro-, 
« phane and unmeet for them to joyn with in Chriſtian Profeſſion 3 let. 
© them be excommunicated, and not reſtored, but by the Arch-biſhop,. 
© after their Repentance, and publick Reyocation of ſuch their wicked. 
FErrors. : | 
. Heres the Nature of culpable Separation opened. 1. It is a Separa- 
tion from the Communion of Saints. .-2. Communion of Sains approved. 
Ly the Apoſtles Rnles. 3. Combination in a new Brotherhood. 4. The 
Reaſon of ſuch Separation, and Combination, accounting the Chriſtians 
who are conformable, &c.. to be: promos .and unmeet for them to joyn 
with, in Chriſtian Profeſſion..: The Noneonformiſts both of Denomunati- . 
ons, Presbyterian and:Congregational, do declare,” That they believe, 
and hold Communion of Saints. 2, That. the Apoſtle*s Rules are the 
"Rules of that Communion. 3. That Fperpranng Miniſters and Chriſti- 
' ans are true Churches,a true and excellent part of the Catholick Church. 


-4:T hat they ſeparate nor from any;Chriſtians, becauſe they are,or that 
arg;Chriftians conformable tothe Poctrine,;&c.. There is not a confor- 
mable Chriſtian in Engleza, gr.in the, whole. World, but they that are 

fincere Chriſtians among them, do __ maſt hold Communion with them 
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in the Chriſtian Profeſſion, The Reaſon of their Combinations, js be- © 
canſe of ſome InjunCtions, Jag of -them alien' from the Apoſtles 
Rules; as we are Chriſtians, and keep to the Apoſtles Rules, they do 
not, judg us to be unmeet for Chriſtian Profeſſion with them. As this 
1s clear Pom the declared Dottrines of the Noxconformiſts, ſo it'is clear in 
the Practice of many of them,as more than my ſelf can teſtify, who have 
had of them, communicate in Prayer, Preaching and Sacraments with 
us”. There may be ſome, who ignorantly, weakly and paſſionately,upon 
Prejudice and Unacquaintance, may be too far eſtrarged* from us, but: 
' as many of theſe as are Chriſtians, dare not withdraw from Chriltiar- 
* Communion with us; or judg us unmeet for Chriitian Profeſſion with 
them; theſe are to be. pittied and rectified ; but if they believe with 
the Heart, and confeſs with the Mouth Jeſus Chriſt ; the Schiſm is ver- 
bal and oral, but nor fundamental, and 'in.the Heart. *A Man may be'/, 
ſhy of another Mams Company, through pony a and*Suſpition, * 
* Bur ifhe will not keep the ſame Pace, or the ſame Track in the way 
to Heaven, Pll own him for a Fellow-Traveller, .if 1 ſee him go on 
in the beaten Path of Chriſtianity, tho not hand in hand with me. If 
he fuſpe&t me for a Robbcr, Pl afſure him of my Honeſty: if I can, 
that we haye the Comfort of good Company. There are not. fo many 
that declare themſelves bourd for Heaven, that 'T- muſt cut off 
them that do; becauſe we have ſome Jars and Diſputations upon 
our. Journey—. Let us learn Moderation from the higheſt Fathers 
of the Chnrch' in their days, and learn this Canomreal ' Notion 'of a : 
Schiſmatick. A Schifmatick from the Church, is, He thar ſeparates from * 
the Communion of Saints, according to the Apoſtles Rules, as from Chriſtians : 
wnmeet for Chriſtian Profeſſion, becaufe hey co:iform ; 1. e. as from no Chriſti- 
ans, but 'prophane, becauſe they conform ta the Doftrine, Government, and Cere- 
. monies of the Church of England, | | ; 
'Apreeable with this, is that Deſcription of Schiſm given us by that 
clear and very learned Dr. Barnaby. Potter, ( Anſwer to Charity miſtaken, 
SeRt. 3. P..76. ) © Whoſoever profeſſes himſelf to forſake the Communi- 
© on of any one Member of the Body of Chriit, muſt confeſs himſelf 
© conſequently to forſake the whole. And therefore her Communion 
© we forſake not no more than the Body of Chriſt, whereof we acknow- 
* ledg the Church of Rome a Member, tho corrupted. And this clears us' 
© from the Imputation of Schiſm, whoſe Property it ts, (witneſs the Dona- 
* riſts and Duciferians ) to cut off from the Body of Chriſt, and the:hope 
© of Salvation, the Church from which it ſeparates. | 
© I muſt confeſs, when the Feſuit-Knot frames an Argument from this 
Defcription of Schiſm ; the Rational Mr. Chillmgworth, denies the SyHo- 
gifin ; ſaying, it is all one as to prove, that becauſe a Man hath a Feaver, 
therefore 


"on 
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* Schiſm. Burt be it ſo, if: this be a Vindication of the Proteſtants from 
being Schiſmaticks, becauſe of our Separation from: Rome , it will as 
clearly vindicate- our Proteſtant Nonconformifts' from the charge of. 
Schiſm, from the Eſtabliſhed Church, for they do not cut off from the 
Body of Chriſt and hope of Salvation, the Church of England. Indeed.,. 
the Separation with which they arecharged, is not from it, as from a 
Church, but as Separation in a Church, fundamentally and eſſentially 
the ſame, but differing in Accidents and Modes,. which muſt needs be ' - 
the lowelt kind of Difference, and not comparable to that in Corinth ; 
which our Famous Dr. Raine!ds ( De Lib: Apocryphis Prelett. 1.) calls 
only Schiſma naſcens;, for the C onformiſts and: Noneonformiſts- are all one 
in Chriſt ; none of the Nonconformiſts have been ever heard to divide, 
and cry, 1 am of Paul, and 7 ar of Apollo, &c. Our impoſed Accidents 
are the dividing things among us. And certainly, i the Nonconformiſts 
do ſin grievouſly, in refuſing Communion with us in them, agreeing in 
all the Parts of Chriſtian Catholick Communion with us ; It will be a 
remarkable Act of Charity and Goodneſs in our Governours to deliver 
them from ſo great a Sin, by reducing the fore-quoted Doctrine of our 
Church, in the Homily of Faſting, into Practice ; for thoſe be the 
things, at which they ſtumble, it will be a 'Charity to take them out. 
of the way : Or if they will not remove them, then Ill conclude, it is 
hard to call them Schiſmaticks, who are all one with us, as far as we are: 
all one with all Reformed and Chriſtian Churches, remembring the- 
Words of the Learned Dr. Sting fleet, in his Defence of 
Arch-biſhop Laud ; Before the impoſing Humor came into par- Pag, 359. 
ticular Churches, Schiſm was defined by the Fathers and others, 

to be a woluntary Departure out of the Church; yet that cannot in Reaſon be un-- 
derſtood of any particular, but the true Catholick,Church, | 
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)Age 1.line ro. dele 70 me. P. 4.1.21, after Wc, add which. P.g.).21; after Biſhozs, add”: 
and dele 4d P. 8. 1.32. del. that. P.g. 1, 16.del. oxly. I. 35, r. Church-Order, ÞÞ. r. 
fer. P. 10. r. of the National, &c, P. n. 1. 18. after Country, add they are wnfir. P. 15. 1. 4. 
\ I. 1662, P. 24. 1 40-for ot” 2 r. we. P. 26, |, 4« Ir. diſpoſotev8,_ I. 29. r: Anti-reforming «- 
P; J!, Marg. r, -Are, for z-. +-3 9s l, 40. TI, ze. P., 49. I, IFo.TF. Preachers, P, $7» Lo. after - 


Order, add 2. 


The Preface, and ſome other Shcers the Author did not reviſe ;. therefore the Printer. 
delizes the Reader to corre or patdon what Errars he finds therein... 


